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Creation of the Tai Dam Scripts in Vietnam

Masao Kashinaga
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T 75 A0 1 EHIHDEEL2ES A (5 — A4 OB TER) OB
W TEk e, REHORSY f OFMA 5L, 1890 FRDH S 15, B4
AFEDOTRRL VAT LERT, TDH) 2T, BYAHEI L - T APIEL
20 HHACHIBH O SALEENCE S E U TE, 220675 v AMERBBIED [4
EHG | THIRENAYA LR A O R E SR E LTRY 1 Dby
MAMEDERENZO—RTERSY A XTFOFEESOL 5Nz &, 1910 4%
WZDXLFICE D LEDPRIAOMTIEE 5722 L %L 5o

The Thai, Tai-speaking people and an official ethnic category in
Vietnam, have transmitted their own scripts. Furthermore, every local group
of Thai people has also developed its own scripts. Therefore, attempts were
made by Vietnamese ethnologists in the 1950s to unify all local scripts of
Thai to produce official ‘Thai scripts’ under an ethnic policy of protecting the
inherent ethnic cultures. At that time, they referred to highly unified scripts
used among the Tai Dam, a local group of Thai people. The purpose of this
article is to present details of historical processes associated with the creation
of the ‘Tai Dam scripts’.
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This article first presents the Tai Dam and the Tai Don (a different local
group of the Thai people) writing systems of the 1890s by analyzing a letter
written by Cam Oai, the Tai Dam chief, and by analyzing three handwritten
texts collected by the Mission Pavie. Subsequently, this report particularly
describes cultural movements led by him at the beginning of the 20th century,
creation of the archetype of the Tai Dam scripts, and the spread of the texts
written by the archetype among the Tai Dam. Based on the background of
political antagonism between the Tai Dam and the Tai Don encouraged by the
so-called ‘divide and rule’ policy of the French colonialism, the 1910s can be

demonstrated as a time of pursuit of cultural originality of the Tai Dam.
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(muong)V & XIINDEWEAREZIER L CTEX/22 b ETHL, B, 24 (A
TrEELY) LiE, SARRESTEEREDS A ¥ NSt om s
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Y —ADNLIE, HEWY —ADLhrOLEOMBEIIZET200%1d- &
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HNThob, 72, BEM T U FFOFARIZONWTRIRVFEZDOLDD, 714 F v
TOFHEIZONWTRIEEZOLDOPHRMNINTVLE00, ZOHBBIE-E) L

191



EN R ey 4552

FiR1 ~>—D /=M NZHb [ by 7o FiR2 ~>—D/—bMNIHb [T4F v
FIZBT B Y =D A RS OTE DEE X (2009 4, FERE)
7 IV7 7y b (2009 4F, fEE R

e VolE) TI9MREPEORS A RLHY A OREALTER L LTESHE TR
boTWbbDlE, FLALEREEZLOTH S,

ZORY=D/ = OBREPIZIHATHS [ Mo 7+ 5 4 LT ZFEMIC
Wi d 5 &, BEFFICOVTHIEHMICTN . B/ 2d bbby By 43X
FL BT IREFES~A -7 (mayké) 370, ZEY fia/ 2R T 5G5S
XA - FT (maykia) B3, /el & fia) BT OREHZRT72OIIHAONT WS, FE
94 F v, 740 b=, ST RHLETIHSABEIETEVERY
AFHEL VDL, Jel & fal OFFEDOR AR BTN fe/ THRET 5. D72
B, TAF Y ITOHY A LTRSS A LFIEBI A HE/HT~A - 7H %L
XA X TH e DEVHLDT, 29 LIHEFSOHNITNLET 512, 0
=My 7 T OFMELLIZANWIE, SZABRSAEFEEROND L
7\,

HBISOEED M v T U F L T4 F v IIIBITABM TR, By A XE,

192



Bk NMFAICBY LRSS A LTFORIKIZOWT

RiR3 74 oIy 7—HIETARDE Y v T —MNENE-7230E (1884
) o EUIZHMTTFIC L 2FEXAADD Lo (2009 4, FEHWHF

HYALFENRZ LIZIEEILETH D, YR LIZE DD, By AT
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