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From Chinese Overseas Groups to National Groups:
The Trabsition of Chinese Association in Mauritius
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XIA Yuan-Ming

Abstract: In history, there were three main groups in Mauritius: Fujian people, Nanshun people
(people in Nanshun and Shunde) and Hakka people. With the change of social economy, a Chinese
society with Hakka as the main body was gradually formed. Though it was a very small Chinese
society (with resident population of less than 20,000), it had its own associations, schools, news-
papers, cemeteries, and so on, among which the number of associations was very impressive. The
formation and changes of Hakka society in Mauritius were related to the conflict of historical eth-
nic groups and the development of local society and economy. They were also closely related to the
political changes in China since modern times. Now, the new generation of Hakkas in Mauritius is
continually moving to Europe and America, and Mauritius has become a new homeland of Hakka

people.
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