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Abstract: The contents of the speech are as follows: Firstly, it discusses the importance of lan-
guage culture to Hakka ethnic groups. Although language cannot define Hakka groups, it is the
basis of the Hakka's possible existence. Hakka people exist cross-regionally, but it is by the factor
of their language culture that they are positioned as Hakkas (or they position themselves as Hak-
kas). Secondly, it discusses the complexity of Hakka social entities, analyzes the heterogeneity of
language culture within Hakka groups and the Hakka Babel Tower effect it brings, which makes it
difficult to have dialogue within their own groups. In the long run, the development trend of the
Hakka language is towards a decline that cannot be reversed. This part will be divided into two
aspects: the trends of language culture in the diaspora of Hakka people and those in the areas
where Hakka people gather. The former discusses the influence of the surrounding Chinese and
Hakkas of other accents, the difficulties in maintaining the family language, the intermarriage of
the ethnic groups and the use of language. The latter analyzes by taking the three areas where
Hakka people gather as examples: one native place (Meixian) and two immigrant societies (Sabah
and Taiwan). From the perspective of the global development trend of Hakka language culture, it is
a common phenomenon to lose Hakka language cultures in its relay baton process. Today and in
the future when Hakka language is no longer an apparent feature of a Hakka group or a Hakka
community, the study on Hakka will sure face the redefinition of Hakka social entities, and the
collective trend of the Hakka language development will produce a new type of Hakka ethnic
group: Hakka ethnic groups without Hakka language. Although we also find that the last genera-
tion of Hakka (who speak Hakka language) still have a strong identity, if language is an important
factor in identifying ethnic groups, the decline of Hakka language makes people worry about the
fate of overseas Hakka communities and the richness of overseas Chinese cultures. How can Hak-
ka maintain their identities without their Hakka language? Historical imaginations and heroic sto-

ries may play some role in that, but they need further analysis.
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