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A Hakka Ethnicity or the Chinese Civilization “Zhong Hua”?:
Many Problems about a Hakka Ethnicity Discussed
from 1970-80 Years of My Field Experiences

DB NRRE

WATANABE Yoshio

Abstract: In 1978, I visited Taiwan to conduct a study on the Han Chinese people and discovered
the existence of the Hakka, a sub-ethnic group of the Han Chinese. Then, I learned from previous
research that the Hakka have their own history and culture. Subsequently, I conducted a study in
the Liudui Hakka district in the southern part of Taiwan for nearly a decade, from 1978 to 1988.
My on-field conversations, previous research, and the various data I gathered emphasized that
Hakka culture was unique in various ways. However, after this study, I conducted a comparative
literature review of the entire East Asia region. The results indicated that much of what I had dis-
covered in the Hakka district was indicative of a common culture that transcended borders be-
tween countries and ethnic groups. For example, various religious cultures that were considered
unique Hakka folk religions undeniably exist in other ethnic groups (e.g., worship of the Lords of
the Three Mountains). Features of Feng Shui (Chinese geomancy) that were important to the Hakka
were also common across East and Southeast Asia. Thus, my research on Hakka provided me the
opportunity to learn about not only Hakka culture but also “Chinese culture”; namely, the charac-
teristics of different Chinese cultures across a broad section of Asia; I further expanded the hori-

zon to include ethnic Chinese cultures worldwide.
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