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 The papers in this volume were originally presented at the history session, organized 
by Kazunobu Ikeya and FranÇoise Sabban at the 6th Asian Food Study Conference 
(AFSC) held on 3-5 December, 2016 at Ritsumeikan University Biwako-Kusatsu 
Campus, Shiga, Japan. 
 We thank the organizing committee of the conference, Prof. Zhao Rongguang 
(Zhenjian Gongshang University) and Prof. Toshio Asakura (Ritsumeikan University)
for their support and assistance in facilitating the publication of the papers from this 
conference. We also want to express our gratitude to the editorial committee of Senri 
Ethnological Studies (SES) at the National Museum of Ethnology in Osaka, Japan and 
the staff of the museum for the support in the production of maps, photographs, and 
figures.  Editorial assistance, proofreading, and creation of the index were provided by 
staff at the National Museum of Ethnology in Osaka to whom we express our deepest 
appreciation for all of their hard work.
 Some papers of this volume also present the results of “Area Studies Project for 
Northeast Asia” (Representative: Kazunobu Ikeya, National Museum of Ethnology, 
NME) and “Multidisciplinary Collaborative Project, The Constellation of Food in Asia” 
(Representative: Atsushi Nobayashi, NME) of the National Institutes for the Humanities 
(NIHU). We are grateful to Minami Hirakawa, President of NIHU, for supporting these 
research projects. 
 We hope that these papers will aid in the formulation of forward-looking policies 
concerning food cultures in Asia, as well as foster their future development. We express 
our heartfelt thanks to our many people friends for their generosity, patience, and 
valuable data they provided us.

 Kazunobu IKEYA
 National Museums of Ethnology, Japan
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*  For more information on Minpaku’s history, museum collections, research activities, and publications, 
see http://www.minpaku.jp/english/.


