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This article presents discussion of characteristic features and merits of
international cooperation activities of Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers
(JOCV) engagement in community development. The JOCV case is com-
pared with supporting activities of Japan International Cooperation Agency
(JICA) experts and Japanese cultural anthropologists. Based on that compari-
son, the article points out that although JOCV community development vol-
unteers are “amateurs” compared to JICA experts because of their lack of
professional knowledge and international cooperation experience, this ama-
teurishness might be beneficial when conducting support activities, particu-
larly community-based participatory activities.
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