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Objectives of the symposium

Naoko Sonoda Rights were not

granted to include this

Ladies and gentlemen. As you know, many of the image in electronic
) o media. Please refer to
papers which were produced after mid-nineteenth the printed journal.

century have generated the problem of acidic paper, in

particular, many books published toward the beginning

: : E E
of the twentieth century are on the verge of destruction.

The materials handled by libraries and archives are extensively large in number, and in
addition they are characterized by being most in bound format or bound as books. In
considering the conservation measures of such library and archival collections, we have to
take into account the historical background, preservation condition, frequency of use of each
material. And then we have to discuss what to be left, and how to leave them, and that kind of
discussion is necessary.

What to be left means how to prioritize out of the numerous materials, picking up those
that have to be left. How to leave means, for instance, if retaining of the information itself is
the prerequisit, then there can be a method like microfilming or digitization. And in some
case, it might be judged that keeping the status quo of the material is all right. Conversely, if
the actual utilization of the original materials is one of the purposes, and then comes into the
selection of some kind of option to be implemented. The risk of adding some kind of
treatment to the original or the risk of doing nothing and to keep them as they are, so we have
to take into consideration of the both cases. And then it is very important to set up a policy
which is compliable to each institution or each case.

The National Museum of Ethnology received the donation in 1998 approximately 13,000
volumes of paper materials of the British Parliamentary Papers from Kyocera Co. Ltd, in a
condition to make them public, so that a wide range of researchers can use them. However,
unfortunately, around a quarter of them has already gone into the state of brittleness due to the
acidity of paper and the perusal was difficult or impossible. Therefore, with the Grants-in-Aid
for Scientific Research, from 1999 to 2001 we organized a project on conservation of paper,
and since 2002, we have been tackling with another three year project on conservation of
library materials.

As a part of this project, this Symposium is to introduce to the audience the contents of the
researches on how to revitalize the brittle paper materials. Conventionally, we would focus on
the conservation research of single sheets paper, therefore we cannot deny that the

countermeasures for the large amount of book papers were rather lagged behind. But in recent
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years, the research on microfilming and digitization is proceeding to keep the information of
original materials, and some of them has already gone into a practical stage. Nevertheless, this
is not able to respond to the request of the researchers who actually want to handle the
original. So, being supported by the researchers who really want to have an access to the
originals, and also by the intention of the beneficial donator, we have been thinking about
how to safely turn the pages of vulnerable books. No matter how we understand the cause of
degradation or eliminate the causes, once the papers are really became brittle, we are not able
to change the situation or condition. Therefore, we particularlly focused on the strengthening
of paper materials. v

Even though we just talk about stremgthening of paper materials, there is a question to
what extent we can carry out the treatment to make it available to use. In other words, at what
stage of damage, do we have to start the treatment, or what is the minimum necessary limit of
the strength of the paper? Once that kind of standard is established, then we would be able to
make a choice of the strengthening method, or whether we do not choose any of such
measures at all for strengthening of paper. So we must fully understand the characteristics and
defects of all the technologies already developed or being developed, and then to know
several options and to set up effective standard for the strengthening of brittle paper.

This Symposium has a purpose of trying to introduce to the audience the research trend
and information on mass strengthening of paper. The first presentation will be the
introduction of the precedent cases on mass strengthening of paper from the integrated point
of view such as what are the methods of regaining the strength of paper? And the possibilities
and limitations on individual method, and the choice made in the case of Netherlands. Dr.
Porck from the National Library in Hague will make a presentation. Next, out of the various
methods of mass strengthening of brittle paper, one concrete case will be taken up. In regards
to the paper splitting developed in the former East Germany, Dr. Anders from ZFB, the
Center for Book Conservation, will introduce his research result.

Finally, asking Prof. Katsuhiko Masuda of Showa Women'’s University to play a role of
coordinator, and in addition to the two presentators mentioned, Dr. Takayuki Okayama from
Tokyo University of Agriculture and Technology, and Prof. Emeritus Tsuneyuki Morita from
the National Museum of Ethnology will join together in the panel discussion. For the lectures,
the main theme will be the mass strengthening of papers, but during the panel discussion, the
strengthening treatment will be looked at within the very wide range of approach for the
conservation of library and archival materials. In other words, we will take a wider standpoint
of view in the discussion.

I would like to ask the audience to write your question on sheet which you have received at
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the entrance for any questions or opinions regarding the lectures given by Dr. Porck and Dr.
Anders. We would like to have them collected it during the break, so I am afraid of having to
ask you to write on question sheet while you are listening to the lectures.

This being only a half day symposium but having understood the current status and
research tendency on mass strengthening of paper will be learnt, we would be very happy, if
on such a basis, we could make a very first step of deliberation as to how the deteriorated
paper materilas, in particular, the book papers should be treated in future. I would like to ask
your cooperation in advance.

Thank you very much.
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