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Feng Shui is a recent popular term. It was called Dili in ancient times and it is a kind of
environmental awareness and environmental impact assessment. Feng Shui is not only an
environmental awareness of ancient China, but also a modern folk divination, and is still very
popular in East Asian countries today. This paper aims to translate this knowledge into scientific
knowledge in the range of knowledge that we can understand. In “Feng Shui”, or environmental
assessment, the most basic things are the judgment of long (dragon), xue (cave), sha (sand), shui
(water), and xiang (direction).

This paper focuses on the history of science and technology as well as the scale of judging
“direction (orientation)”. The “compass” as it is called in Japan is regarded as one of the four
great inventions of China. It evolved from Tuguifa, later changed to Sinan (Guide), then later
changed to compass.

As a navigation tool, the roller disc is just one of the applications of a compass. Japan’s
history of measurement can be re-explained by the restoration of the history of Chinese Feng Shui.
Of course, for me, this idea is not complete. In this paper, I examine this kind of history of

science and technology in both Japan and China.
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