FHhIELUhI V)

B EESZEEZRIyEE NS National Museum of Ethnolo

The Hakka of Sabah : Multi Sited Studies on
Immigration, Identity, and Cultural
Representation

558 zho

HARE:

~FH: 2018-04-03

F—7—FK (Ja):

*—7— K (En):

ERE: IR, FiH

A—=ILT7 RLR:

FiTI:
https://doi.org/10.15021/00008991




SENRI ETHNOLOGICAL STUDIES 97: 265-280 ©2018
N TR, b 5HEE
[ R R

ZRPDETD EMEIERA
— RTFBR. AFERE. SUEARERN 2 T E %
The Hakka of Sabah:
Multi-Sited Studies on Immigration, Identity, and Cultural Representation
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The Sabah state of Malaysia, a subgroup of the Chinese diaspora in Southeast Asia, is a
district with a high percentage of Hakka individuals. Most studies on the Hakka of Sabah have
focused on immigration, land use, and occupation from a historical perspective; little has been
discussed in terms of cultural recognition and trans-national networks in the 21% century. In
consideration of this problem, I conducted fieldwork in the Hakka associations and the Hakka
villages of Sabah, while considering the community’s social networks with China and Taiwan.
This investigation was a part of my multi-site work. Based on this study, this paper reveals how
immigration, identity, and cultural representation affected the Hakka of Sabah. Firstly, most of the
Hakka community in Sabah see the Baoan dialect as the ‘standard’ Hakka language, and consider
those who speak Baoan dialect as the Hakka. Secondly, the Hakka of Sabah are conscious of the
linguistic and cultural differences between their group and other Chinese groups. They often
recognize aspects of other cultures (e.g. local gods, clothes, foods, houses, or tulou architecture) as
their own characteristic. Finally, they generally emphasize their ancestors’ place in China because
they see the Hakka as a dialect group. The Hakka of Sabah often visit places with Hakka
characteristics (e.g. tulou architecture), except for some wealthy persons who return to the Chinese

homeland with honor. This paper shows how to perceive the Hakka diaspora in relation to China.
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