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SUMMARY

This is an attempt to challenge conventional images of the Maya
Indians as an ethnic group, by ethnographic description of various
ethnic identities that are held by people of a small peasant community
in the east of Yucatan state, Mexico.

Some anthropologists, so far, tried ethnicity study in Yucatan and
the common tendency of thier analytic framework lies in reductionism
to a binary opposition between a pair of culturally distinct groups.
Depending on each of the investigators, the pair is called with different
terms such as, “the Maya and the Spaniard”, “Mestizo and Catrin”,
“Yucatecan and Dzul”, “ Mesewal subsystem and Regional subsystem”,
and so on. In spite of the variety of names, all of these pairs are derived
from an original binary opposition, that is “Indian and Non-indian.”
According to this view, the village people of this study may be regarded
not only as the Mayas because they speak Maya but as Indians because
Maya is one of the 56 indigenous languages officially recognized in

Mexico. In short, they are simply categorized as the Maya Indians.
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But, nowadays, there are a lot of factors that may influence eth-
nicity of the Yucatecans; each community is getting less isolate by
extension of road communication, public education is diffused all over
the region, urban life style is permeated into rural areas and increasing
economic dependence on a Caribian resort city, Cancun is remarkable.

In order to analyze dynamic nature of ethnicity, the villagers’
regional and cultural identities are examineed. 1) Mestizo identity has
lost importance as an ethnic identity. 2) Maya identity is declining. 3)
Masewal identity is kept and extended to peasants of other commu-
nities and urban wage laborers. 4) Villager identity is activated in the
context of pursuit of resouces. 5) Yucatecan identity is manifested as
a cultural unity. 6) Indian identity is nothing but a forced identity.

Then several hypotheses are presented as follows : the Yucatecans
by themselves form a single ethnic group and Masewals constitute a sub
-ethnic group within the Yucatecans. A small peasant community can
be regarded as a micro ethnic group. The Mayas show tendency to
become a muted ethnic group. Finally the Indians as an ethnic group
are anyhow fictive. So it is strongly recomended to discuss the eth-
nicity in Yucatan not in terms of the “Indian-Non Indan” opposition,
but with reference to the various ethnic identities that the “Indians”

have.
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