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AbstractMicronesiareceivedseveralhumandispersalsintheprehistoricperiod・

FourmajormovementsofhumandispersalsintoMicronesiaareproposedbased
onthearchaeologicalevidence，Theearliestmovementaround3600B・P,tothe
MarianalslandswasfbllowedbythreedispersalstootherislandgroupsfiFomwest
andsouthatdifferenttimes・Thisprovidesacomplicatedmodelcomparedtowhat

hasbeenproposedbylinguisticstudies・TheheterogeneityofMicronesiais
cautiouslystressed．

KeyWords：Micronesia，peopling，humandispersal
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ｌｈａｌｆｏｆｔｈｅＰａｃｉｆｉｃ,excludingtheHawaiianMicronesiacoversthenorthemhalfofthePacific,excludingtheHawaiianislands

whichlieinPolynesia・Theareahassixvolcanichighislandgroupsandnumerouslow

coralislands・Inthispaper,Igroupedtheseislandsintothree,Western,Centraland
Eastem,fbrtheconvenienceofdiscussingthｅｃolonizationstrategyofthearea(see

Fig.’１

WestemMicronesiaisseparatedfi･omtheothereastemislandsbytheAndesiteLine，

andincludestheMalianas,YapandPalau・CentralMicronesiaincludesChuuk,Pohnpei

andKosraeasmajorvolcanicislands､ThesmallcoralislandsextendingfTomYapto
ChuukarealsoincludedinthisaICa・EastemMicronesiacontainstheMarshallsand

theKiribati,whichconsistentirelyofcoralatolls・

MicronesiawasoncedesclibedasthesteppingstonestoPolynesia､Thisviewwas

heldbefbretheLapitaculturalcomplexwasfbundinMelanesia(seeDavidson,1988)：

SinceLapitawasacceptedastheancestralcultureofthePolynesian,Micronesiaseems
tohavebeensetasideintheactivestudyofprehistolicdispersalsintoOceania・With

theaccumulatedarchaeologicａｌｄａｔａｉｎＭｉｃｒｏｎｅｓｉａｔｏｄａｔｅｗｅｎｏｗseeacomplex

histolyoftheregion・mheareadidnotserveas“steppmgstones，，toanywherebutrather
acceptedseveralhumandispersalsfioomdifferentdirectionsatdifferenttimes・
Befbregoingintoarchaeologicaldata,someinfOrmationontheculturalbackgmund

ofMicronesiawillbeshown､Figure2showsthedistIibutionofprehiStoricpottelyin
Micronesia(Intoh,1992).Allthehighislandsmadepotteryatonetime､Someofcoral

islandshadimportedpotteryfi･omthehighislandsnearby．
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Ｆｉｇ．１．MapofMicronesia,dividedintothreeareas．

Figure3showslinguisticgroupingsinMicronesia､Therearetwomajorlanguage

groups：ANonOceaniclanguagewasspokeninWestemMicronesiawhilethe

languagesgroupedasNuclearMicronesianwerespokeninCentralandEastem

Micronesia(ShutlerandMarck，1975).NuclearMicronesianlanguagesareusually

supposedtohavebeendispersedfiFomeastemMelanesian（south-eastSolomonsor

Vanuatu)toEastemMicronesiaandthentoCentralMicronesiaasfarwestastheouter

islandsofPalau(Blust,1984;PawleyandGreen,1984).Theexistenceofthesetwo

languagegroupshavebeenconsideredtoindicatethattwomajorhumandispersals

we1℃madeintoMicronesia､ThisistoosimplisticamodelwhenaIchaeologicaldata

areexamined・

Theearliestevidenceofhumansettlementcunentlyknownfmmeachislandgroup

areshowninFig.４.HumandispersaldidnotoccurinMicronesiaduringthePleistocene

age,possiblyduetothedistanceinvolvedincrossingtheseafifomthesoutheastAsian
nInalea･

Inthefbllowingsections,Iwouldliketosummanzeanddiscussthearchaeological

evidenceofMicronesiaandproposefburma]ｏｒmovementsofhumandispersals
intoMicronesia．
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ＴｈｅｅａｒｌｉｅｓｔｈｕmandispersalintoMicronesiawasmadearound3600yearsB.P・to

severalislandsinthesouthemMarianagoupTherehadbeencertaindatingproblems

concemingtheearliestevidenceoftheMarianas・Ｉｔｓｅｅｍｓ，however,fairlysecurely

datedatAchugaositeonSaipanabout3600BR(Butler,1995).Thisdateisassociated

withthephasewhichislichindecoratedpotsherds・

EarlysettlementsinthesouthemMarianashavebeenfbundmainlyalongthesandy・

beach､Thisdispersinggroupisconside1℃dtohavebeenmaritime-horticultuIists,asthe

LapitapeoplewereinMelanesia・Ｔｈｅtechnologicalcomplexpossessedbytheearly

settlersincludesdecoratedpottely,stoneandshelladzes,vanousshellomaments,shell

fishhooksandothers(Spoehr,1975;Ray,1981).Anumberoftechnologicalattributes

ofthepotterysharesimilaritieswiththoseoftheLapitatradition,suchascalinatedpot

shape,thinandfinefinishedsurface,temperedwithwell-sorted,finecalcareoussand

andlime-in-filleddecoratlvemotives(Intoh,1992).Thisdoesnot,however,indicate

thateitherofthesepotterytraditionsderivedfmmtheother・Rather,itispossibleto

saythatthesepottelytraditionssharethesameoriginwiththosewhichexisted

Islandwhe雁potにnyw錘mado○Coralislandwherepotterywasimported

Fig、２．ThedistributionofprehistoricpotteryinMicronesia．
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somewhereinthewest,ashasseensuggestedbylinguisticStudies・

Inthisregard，ｔｈｅdecoratedpotsherdsexcavatedfi･omMagapitshellmiddenin
northemLuzoninthePhilippines,ａｒｅsignificant(Aoyagieraﾉ.，1991；1993).These

shareverysimilartechnologicalattributeswiththeabove-mentionedtwonFaditionssuch
astheuseoffinelysortedsandtemper,red-slippedsurfaceandlime-in-filleddentate

stampeddecoratlons・AlthoughthedateassociatedwiththisPhilippinepottelyisnot
oldenoughtoindicatethehomelandofthesepotterytraditions,theymusthaveshared
thesametechnologicalbase・

Adispersalftomthenolth(i,e,Japan)cannotbesuggestedfromthearchaeological
evidenceculrentlyavailable・Thematerialcultureissigniflcantlydifferentbetween
theseareas､However,somekindofcontactbetweentheMarianasandtheBoninislands
hasbeenindicatedbasedonthestoneadzescollectedfromthesurfaceofKita-Iwo

island(Oda,1984).Considelingtheabsenceofarchaeologicalevidenceonthema]or
islandsofBoninislands,however,thesestoneadzeSCouldhaveresultedfTomdrifted

voyages(Intoh,1991)．

□NuclearMicronesiao

Ｆｉｇ．３．LinguisticgroupingsofMicronesia．
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Ｆｉｇ．４．Theearliestdatesindicatinghumanhabitationcurrentlyknownfromeachislandgroupin

Micronesia(yearsB・P.)．

About2000yearsago，allthehighislandsinMicronesiashowgoodevidenceof

humanhabitation・InWestemMicronesia,whiletheMarianashavebeencontinuously

inhabited,ＹａｐａｎｄＰａｌａｕｗｅｒｅａｌｓｏｓｅｔｔｌｅｄｂｙｐｏttelymakingpopulations・Although

thelinguisticstudiesindicatethattheseislandscouldhavebeensettledaslongas3600

yearsago,archaeologicalevidencedoesnotsupportsuchanantiquity,Theearlydates

securelyassociatedwithculturalactivitiesrangeafｔｅｒ２０００Ｂ・P､Therelationshipwith
theMarianasisnotclearbutldon，tthinkthereweremuchcontactsbetweentheseareas．

Thisisbecause，thematerialcultureotherthanthepottelyofYapandPalauis

significantlydifferen愉omthatoftheMarianas・Forexample,neitherstonetoolssUIgH
asadzes,chiselsandslingstonesnoravalietyofshellomamentsweremadeinearly

YapandPalau(GiffbldandGiffbrd,1959;Intohandl-Cach,1985;Osbom,1979).There

isalwaysapossibilitythattheearlierevidenceofsettlingtheseislandshasnotbeen

fbund(seeDavidson,1988;Irwin,1992).However,unlessalargeculturechangeis

showntohavetakenplaceafterinitialcolonizationinYapandPalau,culturalaffinity

totheMaIianasisquestionable，

DespitethepoorarchaeologicalevidencefromearlysitesofPalau,Iwouldliketo

indicate,tentatively,thatPalauwassettledfromfUrtherwest,suchasthePhilippines

ortheislandlndonesiabasedonthelinguisticevidence､Ontheotherhand,ｉｔｉｓｎｏｔ

：

脳』
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yetclearastohowYapwassettled・Linguisticstudieshasnotbeenabletoclassify

theYapeselanguageeitherintoNonOceanicorOceanic(PawleyandGreen,1984)．

Ｉｍａｙｈａｖｅｌｏｌｅａｖｅｔｈｉｓｉｍｐｏｒｔａｎｔｑｕestionopenuntilmolelinguisticaswellas
archaeologicalevidenceisobtainedl．

ＣＥＮＴＲＡＬＭＩＣＲＯＮＥＳＩＡ

ｎｌｒｅｅｈｉｇｈｉｓｌａndsintheeast,Chuuk,PohnpeiandKosrae,weresettledaround2000

BP・bygroupsofpeoplewhomadepottery・Thethreepotterytraditionssharesimilar

technologicalattributes,particularlytheuseoftheminutecalcareoussandtemper､No
jdbcoratedpotsherdsarefbundexceptfOrsomenotchedrimsherdsexcavatedfrom

Chuuk(Shutlereraﾉ.，1984)andPohnpei(AyresandBIyson,1989;Athens,l990a)．

PottelymakingsoonceasedonChuukandKosrae(Athens,l990b)butcontinuedon

POhnpeiuntilabouｔ８００Ｂ.P・

WherewelEthesepotterymakingpopulationdispersedfTom？Threepossibilitiesof

dispersaldirectionareconsideredhere､Oneisthattheearlysettlementofthesehigh
islandswasmadefTomtheeast,thesecondwasfifomthesouth,andthethirdwasfiFom

thewest・

Thefirstpossibilityhasbeenindicatedbylinguisticstudies・NuclearMicronesian

languagespokeninMicmnesiashowsgreaterhomogeneityinthewestempartwhile

sharingglEaterdiversitytotheeast(Bender,1971,ｐ,457).Itwasthussuggestedthat
theMarshallsandtheKiribatiweresettledfiFomeastemMelanesiafirst,about3000

yearsago(ShutlerandMalck,1975).AfUrtherdispersalswerethentakenfromthese

islandstothewest・Thispossibilitycannotbeacceptedwhenamhaeologicaldata，

particularlytheartofpottelymaking,isconside1℃d・Thisisbecausepotterywasnot

madeinEastemMicronesiawheretheislandsaleentirelyofcoral･

ThesecondpossibilityisfavoredbytheexcavatorsinCentralMicronesiabasedon

theglobularpotshapeandnotchedlimwhichexhibitssomecorrelationtoLapitaplain

traditioninMelanesia(Ayres,1990,AyresandBIyson,1989;Athens,l990b).This

dispersalmuteiscurrentlypopularamongarchaeologists(fbrexample,Spriggs,1984；

Craib,1983;etc.).However,notchedrimsseemtoappearlaterinthepottelyassemblage

firomPohnpei(Ayres,pers､ｃｏｍｍ.).IftheinitialdispersaltoPohnpeiissuggestedto

beearlierthan2000BP.(Ayres,1990,ｐ､190),moreevidenceisnecessarytoindicate

thesouthemorigin､The1℃isthusnotenoughevidencetoconcludethatthedispersal

wasmadeonlyftomthesouth、

Thethirdpossibilityisthatthedispersalwasmadefromthewest､Thisviewwas

suggestedbasedontheuseofsimilartechnologyinpottelymakings:ａdmixingmmute

calcaIeoussandasatemper(Takayama,1984).Certainly,thisbasictechniquewas

sharedbyalltheearlypotterytraditionsinMicronesiaexceptinPalau､Considering

thefactthatthetechnologywastransfbrmedeventuallyi､todiffelentfbrmsinthe

historyofvariouspotterymakingsinMicronesia(Moore,1983;Intoh,1990;Ayresand

ｉ
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BIyson,1989),thesharedpotterymakingtechniqueattheeadystagecouldreflecta

commonculturaltraditionThereis,the1℃fbre,noarchaeologicalreasontorejectthe

possibledispersalfTomwesttoeast,despitethelinguisticevidencesuggestingtheeast

towestmovement・TherecentarchaeologicalexcavationonFaisislandhasprovided

supportivedatafbrthissupposition・

FaisisaraisedcoralislandinCentralMicronesia,lyingaboutl80kmeastofYap・

PeopleonFaisspeakNuclearMicronesianlanguage､Thedeepstratifiedcoastalsites

haveprovidedsignificantinfbrmationonthequestionhereofwhetherthedispersalwas
madefmmwestorfromeastinCentralMicronesia・

Faishasbeensettledduringthelastl900years､Thisisaslonganoccupationhistoly

asthoseonthehighislandsnearby・Theeadiestsettlersbroughtinpottely，stones，

domesticatedanimals,rats,etc.(Intoh,1994;Intoh,inpress).Twoplacesofarchaeo‐

logicalevidenceclearlysuggesttheearlycontactbetweenFaisandYap,Oneofthese

ispottery､AsmallnumberofYapesepotsherdshavebeenexcavatedfromtheearliest

culturaldeposit・TheotherisasmallGreenschiststonewhichwasalsoexcavatedfioom

theearliestsequencｅ(Kawachi,、...).GIeenschististhema]orgeologicalcomponent

ofYapislaｎｄａｎｄｄｏｅｓｎｏｔｅｘｉｓｔｉｎａｎｙｏｆｔｈｅｏｔｈerMicronesianislands・

TheculturalcontactbetweenFaisandYapwasnotconfinedtotheeadiestphaSe，

AcontinuousculturalcontactisshownbytheYapesepotsherdsexcavatedthroughout

theculturalsequence､Thisisintriguingindeedbecausethelinguisticrelationshipof

Faisisclearlytowardstheeast、

Thenextunexpectedfindingfi･ｏｍＦａｉｓｉｓｔｈｅｅｖｉｄｅｎｃｅｏｆａｓｅｔｏｆｄｏｍesticated

animals・Ｉｔｉｓｋｎｏｗｎｔｈａｔｄｏｇｓ，pigsandchickenswerebroughtintoOceaniafiFom

SoutheastAsiaasdomesticatesbytheAustronesian-speakingpeople・However,none

ofMicronesianislandshaveevidenceofpossessingallofthese・Onlydogshavebeen

knowninallthehighislandssuchasChuuk,PohnpeiandKosraesince2000BP.(Shutler

eraﾉ.，1984;Athens,l990a,ｐ､２９;Athens,1995).Prehistoricpigswereknownfrom

Palaubutdatedlater（llOOB.P､)(Intoh,1986)．

Thedistributionpattemofexcavatedbonesindicatesthatthewholeseｔｏｆｄｏｍｅｓ‐

ticatedanimalswerekeptonFaisfmmtheearliestperiod・ThesourcefOrthe

domesticatedanimalsofFaisisopentoquestion,butthepossibilityofthesebein2

derivedhomthewestishigh・ThissuppositionismadebasedontheAsianratsalso

excavatedfiFomFais・Abundantratboneswereexcavatedthroughouttheoccupation

history､TheidentificationoftheratbonesrevealedthattheseareRα”Ｓｍ"eZ況加which

isindigenoustoSoutheastAsiaandhasnotbeenreportedfromMelanesia(Whiteand

Flannery,、...).Thisisagoodindicationthattheotherdomesticatedanimalswerealso

broughtinfiFomthewest・

The正isnowaproblemastothesourceofthesedomesticatedanimalsandratsthat

we1℃broughtintoFais・Consideringthecontinualculturalrelationshipseeninthe

importedpottely,Yapisthemostplausibleislandfbrtheanimals,However,archaeo-

'
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logicaldatafiFomYaparenotrichandsufficientatpresent・Confirmationofthe

assumptionhasｔｏｂｅｋｅｐｔｏｐｅｎｕｎｔｉｌｍｏｒｅｄａｔａａｒｅｒｅportedfromYap・

TheFaisdalapresentsuswithanearlymovementfromwesttoeastbeyondWestem

Micronesia・AlthoughthegeographicalpositioｎｏｆＦａｉｓｉｓｃｌｏｓｅｔｏＹａｐ,thiscouldbe

goodevidencetosupportthewestemoriginoftheearlysettlementsinCentral
Micronesia・

Ｉｎｓｕｍ,IwouldliketoindicateapossibilityofdoubledispersalroutesintoCentral

Micronesia：ｆｉＦｏｍｗｅｓｔａｓｗｅｌｌａｓｆｒｏｍｓｏｕｔｈ・Ofthese，theculturalandlinguistic

influencefTomthesouthhavebeenstrongerandexceededoverthewesteminputin

Jthesubsequenthistory・

Morethanacenturylater,therewasotherdispersalintoCentralMicronesia・This

wasmadebyagroupofPolynesia、speakingpeopletotwosmallatolls,Nukuoroand

Kapingamarangi．Ａccordingtothelinguisticstudies，ｔｈｅｄispersalsweremadeat
differenttimesfromSamoaviaTuvalu(Bayard,1976).Nukuorohadbeeninhabited

befbrethePolynesianalTival（Davidson，1971）whileKapingamarangiwasnot

(LeachandWard,1981).ThisPolynesianmovementdidnotcominuetotheislands
filrthernorth．

ＥＡＳＴＥＲＮＭＩＣＲＯＮＥＳＩＡ

ＳｅｖｅｒａｌｄａｔｅｓａrenowavailablefifomtheMarshallislands・Aseriesofearlydates，

rangingfi･omalittlebefbre2000BP,arereportedfromBikiniatoll（SnFeck,1990)，

Majuroatoll(Riley,1987,ｐ､242)andKwajaleinatoll(ShunandAthens,1990)inthe
Marshalls・Althoughtheearliestdateof3450±6ＯＢＰ.(Beta＃15043)fromBikiniatoll

remamsquestionable,itisalmostceItainthatEastemMicronesiahasbeensettledfbr

over2000years,ThepossibledispersalroutetotheMarshallsisfi･omthesouthashas

beenindicatedbylinguisticstudiesaswasmentionedearlier．

ＤＩＳＣＵＳＳＩＯＮ

Ｗｅｈａｖｅａｖａｎｅｔｙｏｆｄａｔａａthandnowtodiscusshowhumandispersalsweremade
intoMicronesia・Iwouldliketoproposefburmalorroutesbywhichhumanpopulations

dispersedintoMicronesia・
TheearliestmovementwasmadetotheMarianasaround3600BP.(Fig.５).Ｔｈｉｓ

ｉｓａｂｏｕｔｔｈｅｓａｍｅｔｉｍｅｗｈｅｎｔｈｅＬapitacultureappearedinislandMelanesia・Itis

possiblebutunlikelythatabranchofLapitapopulationdispersednorthtotheMarianas
fromtheislandMelanesia､Ifsuchadispersalwastakenplace,theislandsbetweenthese

islandscouldshowsomeindication,ｂutwhichisnotthecase・Whereverthehomeland

oftheLapitaculturewas,thatcouldhavebeenthehomelandoftheearliestpopulation
oftheMarianas,too・

TheseconddispersaloccuITedfiFomthewesttoPalauabout2000B､P,oralittleearlier

(Fig.６).YapwasalsooccupiedaboutthesametimefiFomunknownarea.Ａcultural

１
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HumanDispersalsintoMicronesia 2５

movementfi･omYaptoeastcanbesuggestedbasedonthesha1℃dtechnologyofpottely

makingandAsianrats・ThisdispersalscouldhavebeenmadeasfareasttoPohnpei・

ThethilddispersalwasmadetoEastemandCentralMicronesiaaround2000years

ago(Fig.７).ThiswasaboutthesametimewhenYapandPalauweresettled,butthe

homelandwasdifferent・Separatedirectdispersalswerealsomadefioomsoutheast

Solomons/CentralVanuaturegiontoEastemandCentralMicronesia・Therewasthen

aneffectivedispersalwithinMicronesianfi･omeasttowest(highislandstocoralislands

inCentralMicronesiaandsouthemWestemMicronesia)whichfbrmedtheculTent

distributionpattemofNuclearMicronesianlanguage・Thedateassociatedwiththis
movementisuncertam・

Ｗｅｍｕｓｔ,however,rememberthebiologicalevidencehere・Thecloseaffinityofthe

MicronesianstothePolynesiansindicatesthatthepopulationmovementshom

MelanesiatoMicronesiadidnothavemuchgeneticinfluence・

ThefburthmovementwasmadefiFomPolynesiatothesouthemCentralMicronesia，

NukuoroandKapingamarangi(Fig.８).ThesePolynesianoutliersdidnotseemtogo
fimhernorthinMicronesia・

WastherenoinfluencefmmMicronesiatoanywhere？The1℃aresomesuggesnons
thatMelanesiareceivedcertaininfluencesfi･omMicronesiaaroundlOOOB､P､Thisis

indicatedbythesuddenappearanceofcertainshelladzesmadeｏｆ719花b、/Ｍｊｒｍｓｐ・

insomeMelanesiancultures・T1e花b、/Ｍｊ”ｓｐ､shelladzeswerecertainlypopularin

Micronesiaduringtheethnographictime､However,theantiquityofthisshelltoolin

Micronesiaisquestionable・NonehavebeenfbundfTomtheearlypotterybeanngsite

inChuuk（Shutlereraﾉ.，1984）orfiFomtheearlyculturalphaseofNukuoroatoll

(Davidson,1992).Itisthusmorepossiblethatthiskindofshelltoolwasalsobrought

intoMicronesiafromMelanesiaandnotviceversa・Ihavediscussedthisproblemin

aseparatepaperandwouldnotgointoanyfUrtherhere(Intoh,1996)．

TheculturesofMicronesiawerefOrｍｅｄｂｙｃｏｍｐｌｅｘｍｏｖｅｍｅｎｔｓｏｆｈｕｍａｎ

ｐｏpulations・ThiscomplexhistoIyoftheregionshouldbekeptinmindwhenonerefers
tolhecultureorpeopleofMicronesia,Ｔｈｅterm‘MicrOnesian，，meansnothingmore

thanthepeoplewholivedorarelivinginthelEgioncalledMicronesia・Therefbre,it

isadvisablethatoneshouldnotusedatafi･omoneareaofMicronesiaasarepresentatWe

ofthewholeMicmnesiancultureorpeople．

ＡＣＫＮＯＷＬＥＤＧＥＭＥＮＴ

ＴｈｅａｒｃｈａｅｏｌｏｇｉｃalresearchonFaisislandwasfUndedthroughthel991Grantin
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literatureresearchonthedispersalsintoMicronesiawassupportedbyaGrant-in-Aid

fbrScientificResearchonPriorityAIEas,theJapaneseMinistryofEducation,Science
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NOTE

LArccentpalaeoecologicalresearchonYaphasdemonstratedthatfbrestdestruction,accompanied
byfire,tookplaceabout3300B.P・(Dodsonandlntohn...).Thisevidencewillnot,however,contradict

tothepossibilitythatYapwassettledseparatelyfromtheMarianasfbrthereasonsmentionedinthe
text．
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