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Believing through Things: Corpothetic Religious Practices and
the Transformation of Spirit Cults in Mewar, India
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Recently, religious cults centered on Sagasji—spirits originated from ex-
noble Rajputs who died unfortunate deaths—have become popular among the
citizens of Udaipur in western India. Lacking any sacred texts or discourse,
the cults treat religious practices as crucially important, working on the
images of the spirits and interacting with them through the corporeal senses.
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The images of the spirits take concrete ‘Rajput-like’ form through the
collaboration of followers’ imaginations about ‘Rajput-ness.” However, they
traditionally negate human individuality and the intention for spirits’ embodi-
ment in the images, with the supreme agency being ascribed to the spirits
themselves. However, at one shrine for a certain spirit, where the bulk of fol-
lowers come from the urban middle class, the emphasis tends to be on the
human intention for the materialization of the spirits. Moreover, that tendency
is even more conspicuous as the SagasjT appears in cyberspace.

This paper elucidates the characteristics of the religious practice of fig-
urity, particularly that of spirit cults, considering the social relationships
between the images and human beings as well as those among followers. It
also explores why those characteristics have changed against the background
of contemporary Indian social change.
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KT AP DFRHEEKROD ) FERFEHIDO 1 DL LTw5, ZOMEOHT, H
ISR T 2 A ATy 7 THUYT - Jy hw— - T4 FADHFH AT —ITHEW,
[REEH Y Lotz
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F=X VS HHIENEND T A ATy 7RI 2T A b, HHEFDOR
TixfFEoTnbd, TNLOHEMOBY THERTERIIMEL ThHD, TNEDT = 4 A
T IDIALTA Y - R=TRY 2T A MIBMRZOBME, HENIIZOH
MBS 2 WA ADEEER 2T & VEIETH SN TWAE—T, [FFCHE
i, H5VIEHFAPLDRA Y L=V RERESOEAIB LR LD LIINEAT ENT
ERERER L T2,

¥'=— (Pinney 2001: 166) &, il X Al .o e 324450
FHENGH BN ROBPNLHEOFHE TRIFHEKRDOD ) TITRE 2END
BT EHERHLTWE, AILEECIIFEHR LOBLIELRLTF A POERICET S
b ORVHEMRICETT 205 LT, BETRFEH LOERIINGEHE, 2
RFRLY, TNICHENT TR EOBRNRERICHET 5. iE-T, 4
A=V L EFEOMERIE, B TESHENA A—VERET IO L, BETIIHIZ
ARA—VDEEETLT H LB T D0 4 ¥ FOFEEIA A — Y O NEFIIEDH
—ANBETHHE ==, WHEONREL LTHF ) A MNP R VR S% H1F,
BTOBE LTy Fy—#E Y FEREHERZTWD, IO FE L KG.L
B8 e W) ZOOFEHHEHR OERIE, EELTHET 2, LrL, Thb
DOFEHFRNIH S L H S TIRZ D 2 LITHMIITE L ). TREEDOF Y
AMNBERICBWTY, 0—< -5 M) v 7 BRFERICBW I RGO 2 EES
TEENTVEDITTIE LRV, —F, bY Ny —HBWLRERICBWLWTY, SHlcLs
AL SR I CE R L 0EER LS L. E=— AL, HEMoRE
VW X DI, BHEOFEEIEROBMOMBIIBNTIVEMEE L SN D,

CZETHRRTEL Y Py —H LR FHFEEOT A N = ZEZH~NOBIN ORI, Z
DE=Z—OIEH IO THD &, HEEEHRELHEAL € OBMEELH S O
FHERIIOWTEHEZ L, BEALLPHLOAEXZEBWICHESITTEY G720,
FBMONFIIONWT 7+ —F AMNICEREZZGRL 720 $5 4 ~ FIEO KRB 2D
Y 7244 A N — 221, HERRP O R BN E EEOFB AR > TETWwb vy 2
S BEAY, FO—FIE LTI, A vy —Fy MIBINe ¥ F o — %2 o
WD FEREZIY LT 7ok —F v AOWED D 5. Wik, 7147 - 4 DfF
BEEANA V7 =2y MIKRDDOOEMEL, BELLEA vy —F v F RIZHA
I ANNDORGE L Z L IF I EHOERLT, DLABERLTOREIZL
5%y FT=7 D REMED ChH@EMICE DBV LERT LML TV
(Hawkins 1999: 147-156)c ZAUIK LT, 7 - ) v b — 74 FADYH AT —
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TWh, ZOR=VEFNDS [K7ZH] b ZORERHH AT -0 RS %#z 53
AV M RELFERTOART, HERCFHN A MABICET2EHEZEMT 2 L0 2ok
BHETHD, COXR—VERLBRY, $H AT —EH-ndbHOHEEICEHT 8%
AL, BELZ#EEZBRLTEMIZHENILILLTnE2DL)THL,
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HNZZZ NI AT DL -V 2=k, ANl ZHEN R T —
Ty =3 %o T, FAN—EROY, u—h Ve HEAGEOMRE T,
HAY =3 RICEBIBIKL, EHbAE LA ERL, APERZIHEDR
FUZEVEL 726 L, BUrHFeI s T ST 2 EEE BRI LEE L REST 41
Thb, THVo/fE NELDMELRHIFIA XA -T2 M LTIThN b, TR
VDA X =VIIEEREDFEDI L bH DN, £ ITALEEITHET NP
ZOMOESG CREESNIAZTH D TH AT —DEHAOEKL, b1
A=V HRBETITOND, ABERBENL, FHAY —DHARZMEF2IEERTIER
{, TNHIZEDPTHTAY—DOHRY Thi, 6%, BTHENLLIZ, 2D
BRIZHELZ S > TEREPTAZENT T AT =T AHIELWRIEOMRE L 72 2,
BRELRY, F2F20H =PI OMIZHAL TATEDORIEERT A =/A5]
SEITHPHEFRIAMZBA TIV LD, AW THENZERFETIER L,
A== VIO HEWRAZAF ORI AT N TS,
PAN—ZZEICBNIZ T AT =1L, ABedbbne s, NUBKT LI LiX
L, FAN—EERRDA XA — T ZNEEDB AN E DA% FI L7z &) Fh I
M, LAL, BibT 5L T7 2 A ATy 7 DA4 A=V IEZ OMOER S %750
FTLOOBEELRFEL > T0Db, TRV HTAD-DT A ATy 7 &2@BLT [K
EH]l N4 2= 12I UL, T2A AT 7 DA A=V FAT— T+ vk
L TWOTHHEDL2D, BHEILLVHEAFEEZ %L LTOLDOXR &> TW»
%o
CDEH, FAN—ZEHOTPNP DT AT =PEEZLOH 2 DED
LICIRELZFIETH L 2 EICED N IE R\, 72, ZOREMEY A N -2/ A4S O
M BWTEHUEOER L W) IBOR# A F > TV d, THAY—FME, S
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PP Lo [MhrxE9 | FEcidnl, (Mrx235] ZHEEOTH L, KigTih
RBENE, FHAY—IBMEeHFEL AN LIE, FEORIZEOLIMENIZL Th
BEHLEZR > TWLEWE D IR 2, BELZOIE, A A= \OEEITFA A —
VENLIEMEL OB O TH L, TOFEKRT, ZOBMIE 2 LEMNTH
BEERDIEDL) o BMOBLDA A=V E AN EEDHELWTHLUL, 7 A
VMo FOBRICBI A ENOTNEEZ DO, EDL) R ANTE
MEDEIBAA=TVEEDLI D> TETWAEDNE V) HEFEMIIHRETT 5
VBN D EITFEI T TH RV,

PHAY =B LTI, FHEEEN—T V12K 2R %E5% % (Harlan
2003)0 WHDE 7T 71%, A—7T = )VHITFIZBIT B LMENRPIEEENO %512
PHAD—fFGNEMEDS, MERYAECIELZELCT -V T—b - I=Z D
AL B HTAY —OMEEE G LT, BIHZDMOREDRTEL oz T —
T= b OED, T 7= POWRBOFIZLED L) LEREFOOPEHRELZD
DThHbe YWHATZ—OHERT V7= bOMTOEBMOD Y HIZOWTIEIMHZD
LR SBEII R D L3 EBH D, LL, THAY—ET—V T — FOEDET
BHED, TV T FOAPEMT2OTIELL, A== VHiofbor »
Fo—#EOBTLELEBIESN, BEFEEILLAT—Y 7= MISORTOH AL
WHDLEMPD Do N—T Y OBELIHOE ZAIZH L0, T7—J7— Mo
ANPFEDTOEMDOH Y HIZOWTIHIFEALRE - 5HE L TWihv, 207k
B, IO NP E DM TRICHEHZE 2 MERLRRLBE LS L Y TERFLORE
WL, Mo€/ 77 7 TEIMEICR>TELT, FLTRIA /NI E THEH
LT AY =Bz o Tuiv, KFXoOBLoORLERLDIZZ )
Vo ZERIBIK R AR E T AFEHERTH Y, HRox—T— Vi, FIZED
HFLEHTH LT F7A TMIBBTED L ) BISREOT T, ZOFEBED A /13—
ZEHICE THEHTLICE 7200 L) FHIldh b,

A N =22 EEEUC BT 2RI, SEECA T A 0T 1990 AR 516 5
IZATH T 5 25 (Hojsgaard and Warburg 2005), & > N —# & 4 A /N —22R]I1ZEY
T AL RZIZE DR SN T2 (Campbell 2012: 13)s £ ¥ R T—fEDOTHRAA
YE =2y MIT 72 ATEDL L) IR o72DH 1995 5E (311 2015: 145), F727
0 — KN R — U 2 038 A ASEFFES TR S 72D AT 2000 45 &\ ) JE S B
BEZDLE, TAN—ZEHEL Y Ny —HOSEFSEREHMPFHATL LR -T
PO ELZHMNEND, COL) REASH o7 LB EALLRLEIHDVDH L LD
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WZHEbNEY, LA L, 2007 £ DR AT google T Hinduism & R % 2175 &, 700
FHEREYPey b5 L0 3IEDDH S K 512 (Scheifinger 2008: 233), b ¥ Ko —
BT LSRR EEN B2 LTI A N—ZHICENL T 2 b F/-FHE
THhb% LA AN—ZEHLFEHOWIED T F A PR D 255 72 o 72758
& o722 L% (Heidbrink and Miczek 2010: 1), [XI{GH 009 2 IS — % 1 1E5RV & >
R —# DY A /N— 25/ BT 2 BN BRI BG5S AU S WIRIE R ED 1L
TWizeEZ b5,

ZOERTIE, T A N—Z2H L FZROEFINEICER LT GbENA T v
LOFMmRESE v Ry —BOFEEE L CHL) LT 20400 17& b Hin
v, ZOFETIE, eV Ry —8BOT =V vy —HLloF 514V LOEKZDH D
#i#%  (Herman 2010; Scheifinger 2010) °7 A V) # &RE DA ~ FRBROBTH A >~
y—%v baFHALZE Y Py —HOFIFEDOFHERE (Karapanagiotis 2010) 2SHL ) BT
LENTW5,

XA T AT =ROFmLTHIFHL TV B & 9 I (Scheifinger 2012: 122), 7' —
Vx—lde y My —HESMAEFTFALT 20RO ERNLEILTH Y, Mobsbd2E
BICABBCEE RIS S L, MEICHRECHD 2T 720, FLOBRICEREER LY
FTHERESAN-—ZHTHLHLBREN—F Y VICHHTE 5720, v Ky —#H0D
T4 VIFEREROENE LTEHTAIETL2ERTIEIH L7259, Lol
FERON—< RV v A T 4 T OFEE, A NPT OFEERD TEEREELL S
L CTHEMMEZFO 720 DM 2 O L0 SR T 5o A /N =281 &5
WEFHOMEEYEZ 29 2 CEFNUHICEET 20 THIUE, £bEFLH A /N —2%
BICHN MO 2=V ED L) BEHEMZ T 00nE T Mk, A /N—2%
A D MIGEOREE L B L 2570 L D IFEEECERT DLENH L7259, TOHT
X, A IA VDT =Ty —ORMEERTT LS v A T 4 = DEERHR X
% (Scheifinger 2012: 123-124) 7L 4 ¥ ¥ — D&l T ZFERRNE B L W L) (1T
bbb, $bb, TLAvy—id, 742 - =V v—TlrBHIYOHER
FEW DA E N OFIENZ L BB DO TEF T 54 v DT =T % — LT
BRI BT L &IRF L TWw5b (Brasher 2004(2001): 4) o

FLANCLEOFEHMERIERT AL, A N—BlZ2 &0 L) % N L D5E
N, ZOANCEIZEMEICEHNLTWLIMRE LD L) IR L TWE00 &) i
bEEI R D, ) Voot A N OFREMRF R MEANORE LT — P v —
IZOWTOMmETHN, 1 v FRBROY A N—2ZHFAMICHET 2mETHNI, FEFE
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IZHEV, A 27—y MAIFELPF L LD IZT 7 B ATE % &\ ) BilE TiEmdih
OOENTVELPOLHIIEDbNL, 4V FORBEREZITEENEIINTL LI
oTALL, ITKEA Y FEWIAA=VIEFIERT o) EELTETWL, E
52016 FF DA Y FIZBUI AL v —3y MEFHBEAOZ 46 THAD T D L v
HFT DL L, A — b7+ YOMHABED 2015 F I 22 FHAEICDIZD,
2017 4FIIET A ) A EREOHEHGEREZ BT EME SN S % & (Punit 2016),
FERELTEA Y FIRITRKEE W) IZAEbLwhrdb v, LarL, ALLT
BBHE, ATY =%y bOEREIT 2016 FOHETTH 34— PHFEDIZL Y
FoTVRY, T -y ko= T FTADYHTAY =D T 24 A7y 728N
LATED 2010 SEDQIFHT T, 4 v & —F v MEEFEIT 10 /85—t M@RIZE I 2WwE
HEFF ST W72 (Singh 2010: 8-10) o ML TIX FZESAD T IATEFE- TV W
KD H DL, MHEHTLEEDOKRENGLBIARKLODOH D L EEEEICA
Nns& (¥ FL—2X2015:120-131), HAN—ZIZT 7 ATEL0134 ¥ F
TREABTHOTLRONTBEREONTEDARTHDLI LRI D, v )L
(Campbell 2005: 128) BIRH LT D L), FAN—EWIAT7I14 Y, Thbb
P A N—ZEHOHO HEATGICHHE S THARAEN TV, FHTTIUL, A3 —22
MEFAL D 2HEBERETOF 754 » TOWREBIRFEEE, FHFERORE
B B\ IEUS 7 LS A N — 22BN B SRR S L S, A E O 22 [ H3AH
FHNHE LD ) ITTH L, FTr & LT, FAN—2ZHE ZOHNDOFEHERD
W - AEBICOEE LoD, MEOLHROD ) HICHN L HSMEIC S 574 E
BRI VLENDBTEA I

MgEEEDIE /NI 2y =%, TOMEIY L HISELH5EE )
WD TV 7Ly R P2V Thb, ¥ x)b (Gell 1998: 1-50) &, FFIZZEHTE
MO NHEFREERICB T, fEMOERTIER L, fEMPHEary 77 2 MabBw
TEDIHNIMEHAT2ONIEHZITERETH L L FIRT 5. EmAtamya >
T7ANT [3 28] &, FEIREE (index) &ZOREOMBNZE T UL RALE X
bNb, T xvid, B, EhERT AEM (prototype), FEEORIR % XI5
ZFF (recipient), IEEEZVED T AIER (arttist s BIEEHEH IS 72, MOMS A0
I—=VxrhedBDH5) LOMTESEFSERMAREROLT L, Vo VD&M
&, MROSFSFREMEREZFHOE LS, HE FE Z0F AEEoH
MERBARODS Y — 2 2, T A2 L IZMF O TV D, Vo VO D %
T, KRl > THFEZREIE, Yz VA A N F%— > (Strathern 1988) DI % 2
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Lads, Zo7ut AOHIZ0R S L7z Mg (distributed personhood) 2537 % 3
NBLEERTLHETHD, 2F ), I, FE, Z0F, AlEEO GO F
72— E R B, F70, RIEE L L O, 1HES S 0 AEM E G HER
L (abduction), ZDAWEMEDTIOEEZZTHDTH D,

TVrVHE, HUOR—TEEENTHT VT OFEHRNA A =T OJIOERIZOW
TiEmxEAQATY S (Gell 1998: 116-137)0 B 7 ¥ 7 ZNLFEIIE ¥ F v —HOILH
DHES L, FHEMNGEhERzHOSREER, TUPEEH T O A ALT
AL LT HEVHHREBIL, VoD X ) ICHEE [HEMIRIZTENE R
Tl 2=V N RRATEOERAEELE T 27 7 —FICL o TLDIRCHEBETE
LB bNRD,

Ly My —#HERICBILHEOERE*E 259 2TlE, e Fy—#IIBITA
RGOBEAEIER T2 =2 R L7723 —RT 174 v 7 (corpothetic) ZfZ
FEEEVOMEDIEFICHE N LW & 72 5 (Pinney 2004: 194-198) . E AT 1UIL
[ REEN] &2 ZOMEIIE = =2 EGERICTE L e EEE LTox
¥ A(TATFA T4 v 7)) L Ew, by Py —MiGIcfb b EEROEMEZ RS20
WRELZDDTH L, E=—3 [TAT 4 T4 v 7] (3MEEZN%ALLEDWH
L, TOMPEL D RDEIC LD HGEOIEGN - BN 2 KEOFFHHOREE % &&
TAHEFERT L, THUKL [a—R74 74 v 7] ZEEE HELRLE LD
L&) LT AHMEEERL, [T—KRF 1741 v 7] BEFIIBNTIIZOXG
DEEOFREZ DGO MBED PO EBHEL 2D Lk NL, [T—KRT 1
TA v 7] V) BEIERLESHGIREEICB X 2T 5 S FEBRMT L, ZOFE
BICX o THZ2FIMEO N ZIRIGSE, ZONIEAILTHDTHL,

Eo—DZOWEIE, BBETAE)IX—T— Dy Ny —HEOEKROHE M %
FA|ATVE, LAL, E=—0fRT 2121, FERGEAROZEMN 2% E A
OO EDORIBEEBRAT L0, Y Ky —HIIBITAAEKEGEEDOED
DIZBWTYH, TIPS EOEEEZ 4 BN 2B TIEdH > THM S hORHFENE
A DDE VI FHRPAYAA TV D, R TRERT D LD 12, 2T TR
V=DEELHLIMEANOBIUH T AT - EFEEL, ZIUCHEE VT -
BEALT, TONICENRARZFEIL LD ELTWD, 7205, I TEEL LD
YHAD=DEHLDOEZL [TV 7= L] Bfizfiz Tni0E) D,
F7FOBNDERIID R 072 B THLNEINEFTIHETH- T, INEHEEN
2 & B HAE L ZEINT L 2S72 v, K= —0ft&lE, b Ny —HOEROEE M %
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RISV E T TS —T, FHERERE MR E & IGHE IR LTL
IEBEME) DD ESDLE DL EHER .

PHAT—BMIBIT2HGEEANEDOHEDLYIERTSI12H720), KTide=—
T 2 L K HEDOREE L BN 2 MG L 0D ) BEETHY), o
ZOMDLY B L THENED L) R EEHICLO6ThLw) T epEEIN
B eV HITNICEZE LoD, FEHIERER L AR & QBRI ORI % HE I8 5
72, SRETOFME [HEEFN] L) ERN RS TIE R THRBISH ]
EVIHIBEDD LIERL T EL LYY,

EC, FloTYoViE, HEOIERICHERMO =~V 2 v bS8 F & F 2 fkdl %1372
LTHbLLZEZ@E LT, HENRT—Y 2y MO NGB 2N T5 &0
A% %47>CTwb, L2L, YoV EHT 52—V x v MIERWICHE—~DALES
RZTFIZOVTH LTV ED, KDHF TS &) BHEBRORIER 2T FA
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