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Summary

In this brief paper I will examine an occurrence which was recorded in the official chronicles of the
Korean Yi Dynasty (FZ=#§5E4%;) in the 15th century from the view point of cultural history of the
peoples of north-eastern Manchuria. It has much to do with their world view, above all, with their bear
worship.

The occurrence is written as follows:

“Udikar women usually adorned themselves with small bells. One day, in May 1437, three girls went
to mountains to strip a birch. Though one girl safely came back home, the others were lost. When one
hunter went to the mountains to hunt in that November, he shot a bear and heard bells ringing in a cave
of a tree. He cut it down and found the girls holding their children. Answering his question, they said

that they had met a male bear when they had got lost in the forest. The bear had threatened them to
be his wives and they had got the children. The face of the children resembled that of a bear. The hunter



killed them and took the girls back home.” (in July 1438)

The Udikai, which was recorded in the Korean chronicles in the 15th and 16th centuries, was one
of the ethnic or territorial groups of the north-eastern Manchuria. Their main territory was on the basin
of Mudanjiang (fF:E?I) and Doumanjiang (&i#{L). They seem to have spoken in one of Tungus-
Manchurian languages, but details of their language and culture are still unknown. Though the Chinese
and Korean people frequently described them in their documents, as if they were uncivilized people, they
were by no means hunter-gatherers, but cultivators and traders. They were engaged in growing various
crops and fur trading. In fact, they had large economic and military power, and often won the battles
with the Koreans in the 16th century.

However, it is true that they had some cultural traits characteristic of hunter-gatherers. As is
described in the above mentioned document, they were also engaged in hunting and gathering. Bear
hunting and birch bark working are, as it were, the symbol of the culture of northern hunter-gatherers.
Above all, one must pay much attention to the fact that the Udikai people believed that a bear was the
same creature as a human being and that it could marry human male or female. They recognized the
occurrence as a real fact, not as a fiction. Such a belief or recognition is popular among the peoples of
Siberia and Russian Far East.

Except the traits characteristic of hunter-gatherers, their costumes and ornaments also resemble
those of the peoples of Russian Far East. The above document says that the Udikai women usually
adorned themselves with small bells. It means that they attached bells or small metal chips on their
women’s clothes. Such ornaments are found among the peoples of Lower Amur and Russian Primor’ya
written in some Chinese historical documents in the 18th and 19th centuries, and are now also very
popular among them. Though any documentary evidence has still never been found, the Udikai people
shared some common cultural traits with surrounding northern hunter-gatherers in the 15th and 16th
centuries.

Resemblance between the name Udikai and the name of the present ethnic group Udehe is also
noteworthy. Both names share a common root : Udi or Ude means a forest or a taiga in Tungus-
Manchurian languages. They implies the forest people or the forest dwellers. However, it is impossible
to find any genealogical relations between the Udikai and the modern Udehe. According to the docu-
ments of the Qing dynasty (#&#7), the most of the Udikai people took part in the Manchurian military
organizations in the 17th century and, as a result, were included in the Manchurian people. Some
emigrated to Korea and submitted to the Yi dynasty. They ga\}e up their homelands and many tradi-
tional cultural traits. Descriptions about the bear worship of the Udika: or their offsprings have never
been found in any historical documents since the 17th century.

Though they had shared some common cultural traits with surrounding northern hunter-gatherers
up to the 16th century, they thoroughly abandoned them in the 17th century and were subject to their

historical destiny to be a member of the Manchurian people.



