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Pork Consumption among Israeli Arab Citizens in the Galilee Region:
Interactive Influences among the Christians, Muslims and the Jews
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Israel, established in the historical region of Palestine as a “Jewish state”
based on Zionism, also includes Arab citizens, who account for around 20%
of the total population, and of which 8% are Christian.

* [ L R A Y A R 2 > —

Key Words : Israel, Christians, Muslims, Jews, pork consumption

F—T—F: ARV, F)ZXMEGE LR A, 2FVEGE KAR

619



FE RIE AR TE i 40% 4 75

Unlike Muslims and Jews, who are strictly prohibited from eating pork,
the Christians enjoy eating pork, and so almost wholly monopolize the pork
production, distribution and consumption in the country. Meanwhile, many
Christians hesitate to eat pork today, a tendency that has emerged in the past
few decades. It is true that they are influenced by the strict taboos of their
neighbor Muslims and Jews, but the biggest reason is the Israeli system of
ruling the Arab citizens. Namely, agriculture declined severely, which had for-
merly been the dominant vocation of the Arab Christians, because of the mil-
itary rule in the Galilee region from 1948 to 1966. Wild pig hunting was also
practically prohibited.

Those policies changed the Arab Christians’ idea of pork consump-
tion that had been deeply connected to their agricultural life, and which had
formed the basis of their religious identity. The increase in pork aversion
among the Arab Christians in Israel shows the damage inflicted on their reli-
gious identity.
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