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Demonstration Experiment for Searching across Databases of
Humanities Based on Dublin Core Metadata and Z39.50 Protocol

Yasunori Yamamoto* Shoichiro Hara? Mamoru Shibayama ¥
Fumio Adachi® Atsushi Aiba¥ Hisashi Yasunagat

* National Museum of Ethnology 1 National Institute of Japanese Literature
¥ Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto University
§ National Museum of Japanese History ¥ International Research Center for Japanese Studies

To access the resources necessary for studies in humanities, we developed a pro-
totype system of cross-database search. Our method is 1. Mapping fields of each
database to Dublin Core Metadata elements; 2. Adopting the Z39.50 protocols
for information retrieval; 3. Developing the Z39.50-Web gateway so that cross-
database search and retrieval are done through a familiar web browser. Eight
institutes and universities participated in a experiment and more than thirty
databases are searched and retrieved simultaneously. This report describes our
search scheme and experiment, and discusses the feasibility of cross-database
search in humanities.
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