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(Summary)

A M E

Political Ecology of Kalahari Indigenous People in
the Nature Reserve, Botswana

Kazunobu IKEYA
National Museum of Ethnology

In recent years, the most strongly debated land
claims between the government and the San (Basarwa)
have concerned the Central Kalahari Game Reserve
(CKGR) in Botswana. Some local residents complain of
a government relocation policy that promotes relocation
outside the CKGR. Information regarding the social
and environmental histories of CKGR is crucial to solve
arguments surrounding the policy.

This paper aims to clarify the strategy of adaptation
among the San and the Kgalagadi under the influence
of the Relocation Plan in the CKGR. Results have re-
vealed the following points.

The relocation policy by the Botswana government in
January 2002 has obliged the San and Kgalagadi in the
reserve to take various actions. While about 500 people
moved to three settlements built outside the reserve, 73
people stay in the reserve. They include: 20 in Metsa-
maneng, 35 in Gope, and 18 in Gukanba. On the other
hand, Molapo, Kikao, and Mothomelo were abandoned
through displacement. The difference in these actions is
considered to relate to the social characteristics of each
settlement.

Later, some returned from New Xade to Molapo,
while not otherwise. Those who returned centered their
re-migration on a Kgalagadi who owned a vehicle. A
similar new settlement pattern to pre-migration areas
has been formed in once-abandoned Molapo.

Differences of the degree of livestock-raising and
social unity are important for decisions concerning

movement outside the CKGR.Reasons for strong agro-
pastoralist resistance against the policy are discussed
considering some materials gained by author interviews
and observations in the CKGR.

It is supposed differences in actions by the San and
the Kgalagadi are attributable to the possession of goats
or vehicles. Because the amount of compensation was
determined by the number of houses and livestock
enclosures in this case, the San with little compensa-
tion could not return to the CKGR by themselves. On
the other hand, Kgalagadi who owned a vehicle could
choose to return or not for themselves.

In the present cases, the San have remained in the
CKGR, as in Metsamaneng, or have returned to origi-
nal settlements, as in Molapo, by having a coexist-
ence relation with the Kgalagadi. Thus, this study has
revealed that the coexistence relation between the San
and Kgalagadi has held great importance in forming
a movement module or resisting the relocation policy.
Moreover, the fact that the Kgalagadi returned to the
original settlement for the grazing land for goats sug-
gests that dependence on goat breeding is a great moti-
vation of their movement.

In recent times most of the Kgalagadi identify them-
selves the San to outsiders.As a result, many report do
not mention the differences of the San and the Kgala-
gadi. I think the image of the San in CKGR issue will
be modified by the study of the diverse reality of people
in the reserve.



