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The Native Concept of Seasonal Cycle (months)
and Agricultural Calendar of the Dourou
Society in North Cameroon

Nobuyuki Hara

This is a partial report of a ethnological survey of the Dourou
society living in North Cameroon. This survey was undertaken
from November 1969 to February 1970, and in December 1971.

I have already reported. the spatial structure of the agri-
cultural complex, under the title of “The Swidden Crops and
the Planting Pattern of Dourou Agriculture in Nord Cameroun”
in the Volume VIII of Kyoto University African Studies. The
Dourou are swidden farmers in the Savanna woodland, planting
sorghum, maize, pearl millet, rice, groundnut, cowpea, Bam-
barra-nut, sesame, okra in the bush field, and several kinds of
yam and macabo in the yam field.

In this report I describe the Dourou agricultural calendar in
terms of their concept of seasonal cycle (months), focusing on an
aspect of the calendrial cycle in their agricultural complex.

In Dourou society, the native concept of seasonal cycle
(months) is as follows:

’ Gregorian Meaning in
Dourow’s month calendar Dourou language

April

Dug-dug Leaves coming out

Uwart May Name of an insect living
June under the ground

Waabab A hut in the swidden
July field

Bangowa A Rainy days

Nag-bunni ugust Hand mill (for sorghum)

§ September is not white

Naa Weeding

October
* ENLE ST 3 T
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) Gregorian Meaning in
Dourou’s month calendar Dourouglanguage
To bring the fireplace
Ziedon into the house when it
rains
November
Zumpui Sorghum has ripened
December
Hom-waa Lesser cold days
January
Hom-na’a Coldest days
February
Zum-waa * Lesser hot days
March
Zum-na’a Hottest days

* Rainy season from Dug-dug to Naa, dry season from
Ziedon to Zum-na’a, at Mbé District.

It seems that this concept of seasonal cycle (months) has
mainly functioned as a farming calendar among-the Dourou.
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UL, OEDOBHbEERE LTI, £NREYTRTHTIRIE,

NE, OLDO0EHIULEN D) bOEBEL S > HEAKRNBSTIEET 2 41
i, B—WXTHOHICLADR, Z0OHE, DTV FENEETHIEEZ 5,
zhid, FoVvBRAMRCEHE LI THERROEEMHUBRTHIEEOHMATDH
BJAN

TR F o VEHULOME, 30b5, TORBRIIOEKRZEDL S BEEE -
TBE3DTHAIDe TNEHLLICTE2OBEKTBOEETDH 30

LT AT, FERLSITHONTO B EBHRULOIFICH > Tid, ZOHRI O K%
i, VHhWIBEEROUEETBHOEMBKICE > TRENBZLEZEZI O D, AT
KEOTH, MEZER Ny VEROBREFHOFEMMRLILAT I Lick-T, %
O EHALOBENAEEBE S P LN EZEZL T S,

L Lissss, BEFHOFEMEATRT2Icbk-T, MELRIOR, 20
BEO—FEREC S BENBEBLEDOL I IHBEREN T EhEN I ETH D,

LI UIRRS U oh 3 BEFBOEMBEK, Wb b BERORKERNTRICBN
T, BTFULHZORBKBOREMNESICHEEIN TR I EREARVEITHS. £
NoDE <, BRE (Frva) —B) LLTO—EMEMEIRITBBEASL OGN
T b,

UL LIEHS, GDEDORMULERET 2 BEER, ZhThoRKIEE DR
e (CCTR—FEMOMBE) 28R LTN3EEZIOND, TTTHHHEKE
BRObBCELMOMRTH 2050, HIREDBERBICE T, ThB T
He s b D EREVMRLNEEDLN S, TDRKEDBEENSZORIKEICERA O
HEE2ERILTHE EThiE, TORBEBEARELORIBICENT, BTHR
DI ZTAVBRIOEBRIBNVEZEZONEDTH S, Licho>T, —fRiICH
BREODBEBLERL, MTEICH-TiE, FORKICET 3 —EMOKHEE
BEBEBINTHETENET L, 20RHNERZHERE GBS EnE, B
REBORKANTEIL, KV—EBZ0OREXLOXIKTES Z EMNTEED0TREN
MhEEZONG,

LipLiznss, CORBELHERBICERTAILIBELD->THELE, LTHE
BAIN I OMBORIEENH B EEZ 50N, WEHEIF, Fo VERE
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2. 1o AKDREME IR E T 0 BRI

Vo ViR, RET 7Y A0 X v~V EQIZIZHRERETICES 7L <7 Lo
ERICEETIBETH S, Vo VERERENICR=Y) 54 v 7EKICET 375,
ZDOEER, 7Y =7 (JH Greenberg) @ H¥fiicknid, K&z =Y=—
Jv - a3 Niger-Congo RICAHHIN, TOHTAATELTORERBETL =T &0
57 W—FIB LT 5 [GREENBERG, 1963]c 2D AL, WLITSTANS2HA
FEEE LHEE I T 5 [Lamsezat, 1962],

O}
Tibati 0 50 100km /
—— -
% Yaoundé

B1 Hxnv—-vihBoEaX

TOF o VER, TERNCE, TF<7RAx (Mbé) #iRZdulie, ZoduiBic
DUNERR L (Bénoué) B DR Y (Poli) FEF =z ) L (Tcholliré) & 2 LN IEED
Y#AY 7L (Ngaoundéré) B LI HHHMBEL TS, UL, A~HIKOH
DIETTH B Mbé icid, HIKEFBEIPNTNEDEEDIC, Fo VIEEDEHRHNEE
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SFELTED, 20 Mbé [ F oy VIEDEHETH S LA B0 i, TOLNHK
DERBEEAERFs VERPOBRINTV . HEEBELALRELT-
D, TOLMEOEE Mbé L DHEJ7 13km i BT S V7 &y 7 - 54 (Ngesek
Gay) L1035, FHBBFD, 3T A~URTREGUIRBORETH - 72
AANV—VEAIREHEREICHEE LT3 74 =7 i, FEEE1,000m %
BB AL -THYD, TORME R EICHERE LARELSBRINTNS
[BiLarp, 1963]c A-SHIXKIZ T @ 74 =7 |1 & LMD R X IS O O
Biticd 0, WHEEERBEICEL, K& ->Tnb. BIaHic Mbé ORFKEE
MH&HET0mM THY, L~HROTVEEERR, 500~700m BELEZ SN S &
SR OMWBREARBIEERENLOTREL, 2K 3 PMREEFESDTNT

Wdo

1 Mbé itk 5BME (19694,

o = - - sEEfm
AN O BACDONTIE, F— 2 BEic Post Agricole, Mbé)

ELINDT, L E@DhSBHLENDD

15 0mm
MEBTH B, 7277 Mbé it B 2ERBTE 24 0
DF = £ MIIFEILDNTDHE SNtce %1 34 91.6
BENTH B0 THICES & T DEDTIRI, o o
FREUEICEZNDTH B, CNDOHTRETH 64 316.3
T L R DI BRIV D745, ERIRE ;’g et
TWEM 1L,500mm EHIENSH B &0 D T &G, 94 327.0
COHBOWEEEZ S5 ATERICANTS i‘;g g;i
WTH I EEDNE, 1B, SEKDNT 128 0
2, F-2REETH -, BEMMGCE g 1794.7

W TS E HE R OGS b U IKRRRERZ #
Flio TORIRDNTE, FoVEOENEEEELTROETSNELEICLE
W (&2 )

T DHIRDOBTEIR, LENEELTNE XS T, 24 A»59 AETOXE
TN, 10053 AT THENICH 2 EZELTHEENE D, K1 Tbhh3 &
SIC12BM 52 BECTRI - K BHAEST, T, FHERROBEI6A»59A
TTDLHRIKERLTNEDTH 5o

AN O BEHE SRR, bW B open woodland savanna TH B LR %o
LU, EHORIIEHRBOMA A TIIEM (tropical grassland) L U #A
P (bush forest) HSIEA-> T B0 Fi, /NERBRER LT B/NRICH » THILE
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#2 ABEMIcBIIRIE, &S, EEKE
(1969411 H30H &£ D 19704E 2 H14 H)

19694E11 4 19694F124 19704E 1 A ’ 197042 A
BE | Be | vy | 5E | BE | vy BE | B2 | v | BE | B | vy
18 13.0 | 37.2 | 25.1 | 13.1 | 35.2 | 24.1 | 12.0 | 33.2 | 22.6
2 14.036.2 | 25.1 | 12.7 [ 34.7 | 23.7 | 14.0 | 33.7 | 23.8
3 13.3 | 36.0 | 24.6 | 11.8 | 34.7 | 23.2 | 14.4 | 35.3 | 24.8
4 11.9 | 35.6 | 23.7 | 12.3 | 34.6 | 23.4 | '15.0 | 33.0 | 24.0
5 12.2( 35.5 { 23.8 | 12.0 | 34.0 | 23.0 { 13.0 | 32.7 | 22.8
6 12.3 | 35.2 [ 23.7 | 11.9 | 34.5 | 23.2 | 13.5 | 33.5 | 23.5
7 —| —| —|11.8|33.8[22.8|14.8 |35.1 | 24.9
8 —| —1 —1{11.6{34.4|23.015.2 {36.5(25.8
9 12.9 | 36.5 | 24.7 | 11.4 | 32.7 | 22.0 | 15.2 | 36.7 | 25.9
10 14.234.324.2| —| —| —|13.1]36.2|24.6
11 14.5 | 34.6 | 24.5 | 12.4 | 31.2 | 21.8 | 13.3 | 36.7 | 25.0
12 13.5 [ 35.2 | 24.3 | 14.2 [.30.8 | 22.5 | 14.4 | 37.2 | 25.8
13 13.8 134.9 | 24.3 | 13.3 { 32.5 | 22.9 | 14.5 | 37.2 | 25.8
14 12.8 ) 34.7 123.7 ) 13.7 | 32.0 | 22.8 | 13.3 | 38.1 | 25.7
15 14.1 | 33.7 | 23.9 | 13.5 | 32.5 | 23.0
16 12.4 | 33.7 | 23.0 | 13.6 | 32.5 | 23.0
17 11.8 | 33.0 | 22.4 | 13.2 | 32.9 | 23.0
18 11.4 | 32.7 | 22.0 | 14.7 | 33.3 | 24.0
19 11.2 ) 33.6 | 22.4 | 13.3 | 32.3 | 22.8
20 11.8 | 33.3 | 22.5 | 12.0 | 32.4 | 22.2
21 12.0 | 33.0 | 22.5 | 13.0 | 32.0 | 22.5
22 11.5 | 33.3 | 22.4 | 12.5 | 33.3 | 22.9
23 10.8 | 32.0 | 21.4 | 13.9 | 33.5 | 23.7
24 10.4 | 32.2 | 21.3 | 14.0 | 33.3 | 23.6
25 11.2 | 31.8 | 21.5 | 13.3 | 32.1 | 22.7
26 10.9 | 32.2 | 21.5 | 14.0 | 33.3 | 23.6
27 10.9 | 32.2 | 21.5 | 12.8 | 31.8 | 22.3
28 12.3 | 33.8 [ 23.0 | 12.8 | 33.0 | 22.9
29 12.3 | 34.7 | 23.5 | 13.0 | 32.8 | 22.9
30 13.0 | 36.3 | 24.6 | 13.3 | 34.1 [ 23.7 | 12.9 | 32.5 | 22.7
31 | 12.1 | 35.0 | 23.5 | 13.5 | 32.7 | 23.1

THHFEELTED, ChdOMEICEBbR LN, ¥y VBRICE > THMD
HEEBEDTHBo MK SIHATD S 18 &5 F R HRT 2 B
B0, ~HWROMER, LY VS EREF AV FEOBHDLA4 T LTSS
®T#2 [Lerouzey, 19631,
o VERIZ, COVNYFERERDOST, BIARELTH30TH 0
TCIHELEESIE, Fo v BRI, —BC, KOKS%3HEOBEREEL
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~wmea STiER (195941)

7\ ol
O ,,\;3 m:j

-,~.!Vgesek Gay .
B [ 374

AiNgaoundéré

B2 Mbé HiKHuME

Tz [, 19710
Y 2
Yot
ANl
CO3IFHOBIE, BHEDOF s VEBRICE S TENFNEEREEEEOHDT
Ho>T, FowvBEICOIEMOBIMRELZDERLELTNBEENE S,
E107» v BER, B (T vy a) 2RO SNTHERL,
FREHL LT 2o a vz, oMo~ v ) EnEErfLTn
35D0ThHb. CORMTREINTNB/EMHIZ, To oy Sorghum velgare %131
315, FUERIY Zea mays, b U Y L Pennisetum typhoideum, A } Oryza glaber-
rime 15 & DMBIR, 7 v hwA Arachis hypogaea, 4% Vigna sinensis, F T X —
< % Voandzeia subterranea D<= A EDIFH, v ) IHATE, =~ Sesamm indicus, # 4

5 Hibiscus esculentus, 4 < A %& Ipomoea batatas 13, FHEIL DDA T 14T %
DEZ e TNSDIEMBTTICHE LizEdic, —EOREXDbEICT v ¥ - il
KM INBEDTH B, CDT v ¥ 2BATEBEING BEE, Fov@#sitonh
TIREBY, ERYEEO®RNE A4S EEZZON, WHWAWT 7 ) ADYNvFill
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WTHESAGNER AV HBXOHBICRNE230TH S,

D7y BRI, W, 4 FIOL S AFEQHEE L ENThbh b, Tk, T
DOEMRIBEINZDOTH S0, FHEIN L T TORKENEIR, E<TH6, T4,
B TENTHEEEZBND.

BL2OYLEMTHDED, CORBMWTRIYL (BHBWIEYaqE Diescorea spp.)
BESBIEMIEI L > TN Do YLLEMER, 7y v 2EMERRTY, FHEDESL
THERINZOBERMTH b, 213, NUELDOEBIKLEE, NHYPTHS v 414
%@%ﬁ,ﬁm®ﬁéij&#$§Uﬁ@&%KthN50C@?AmHQ%&
Iid, SEPEROMLIRITONT, FHOHEEVIEREENE SN TN S,

COPEMTOY L DIIERF LELMTHONT, 2FBicldw=42 Manihot utilis-
sime BHEZIMAFOLN, FHCIYERIVDT v HEARBENBREINDIC LMD
%0 DF D, COMEMTRY LADBMEBIEHTHY, 2EEVBRICY 2HFEESND
CERIBVDT, Lehh-T, COYABEMORER, HERLVRENREZMED O
THb. ¥5lC, COFEMicBNTE, YaREL IR IR I DT LN
30T, YAEMOERICE, vrEROFEBRPEBRODTHB. TOIEER,
Ty v 2 BEIDERICE T B ERORIRICITE Y 2 K& ITE &8> T %o

1k, cORME, 2EBiKv=A4sREpkiEsh, zol# T LkESN
%o ¥ AMEMORBEMBIIDNTE, Z2hEHET 27 —22AF LA D - s,
TTIBER e LD, PLEMIEFORTIcEREINTED, KEREELDYS
THUAEY (grass fallow) THEZ T ENDEZZE, TOWMMBEDTEL, BELUA
DHDTHHIEEZ LN,

XT, B304 affiTHEH, CHIIEMETFRT LIIHHKETV. FyvRERE
M2ichaohdLdic, BANYZ €y 7 - 4 LDIZEWTT 15km DI ITH /¥ 2
MEREL TS, COMAR, "Xz JO—KFKTHB,3¥F (Vanna) JIHsHIFE
MIOEFEEZEXRLTHWE LETATHY, ZOENVEERZFIALT, Fvyv vERREE
MOMEG 2 afiZRELTNLID0TH B, TRREHOAENINZVEDDE
MTHBENLD, ZDx2MORE EZDRMEIC DT, TTICHEEHAS
TWBDT, ceTiRehiEisngne izl [ 197210

TOEXIITE VIR, v FiRkicksBbhicBEEohm<c, ToEEOEEE
IR BEIMRECRFE LTV 58T, WHHNR T 7 Y ARIRRO—FIZRLTNS &
Wik
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3. FolEOEHBHLVLIZZOR

Ko viER, —EE2120 ARKESTEBE - T Thid, UTiE~3 kD
BRENSTNE, BEESCLBELLBLABENIEL. LU, T2 TREZN
ZIEULEBTITENRODPOLRODT, LDHATEEIFATELZ Ll
Vo

Ko ulglE, A% sin CIEATHSED, ZhRERICOEA LN T EEBEEKL
TWb, LT N o VERIZ, —HRI120D sin w5183 EEZTHNEDTH %0

LaLiEss, o sin iKidAFoBMEBsAE5EINTROEVDOTH S, T8
5, FORDAMHAENIBHLEEIBNDTH S, 1AL DA &I EZIFMIL
BICEHINLTOEDThH 5o

LiehioT, —ELZBR LT 3120 sin O (320 REEK) MES > THIE
WODTH B, 120 siin QIAMNENZFNITIZZE LN LD, HIVIEBEDEREHLDT
BOOREMND LI, RAOEICHET IR SNisd -k,

LA, HEEPARORBRTELHRNEEE,L, ST, Fo VBRI sin D
PREWS bD%E, TOEZOEQEBFBLCHOETHR LTS EEZ SN

ZOF s VERD sin QORI ICHT 2B BT LT L LT, Dol
L0 EEHESBRTCEEFERNE, FRRbLALbOBER (0Ww) e
Vo RO ENITGENEEZ SN, DIc L bORR2BNT, BRIEENHE
BT 2BADVEDT, ULAKEBODS ZTHRAL EHAERVY LPRED SN
TRWVW3 00, EMEE L ToEROMMIc2VWTR, 2DFEZDFT, &Lt
MRS EDP -7 &p, BRBTBRENEGPRBELTNEDTH S, Fy VERD sir
D&, 9L bDICEbDTLIAULHETHELEZLLND,

Ko MRICBOTE, COXd IKBOES S A0Oans12d - T, 2hd—
ERE NS BOEBRLTHBEDTH b, TC TR, HEOHELEDOERFZE, R-%D
CEELTVA, £LTFy VERRR, COAMKNE, THIRTTIRIROADIIZIL
TVTHBEND, ARMOAKED, BIRODARKA-TNBLHOHFHb XD
BHTHHEICIT>TNEDTH b0

CDXdicHNE, TOFyVRICETE—EEZBRT 2120 AolER, £Th
BEFRICSHEDLNHDTRBNC EMbhd, TNEPIIVFEME L THFLIZ
HEVBOLBENE . UL, FoVBROBADAEEICSNTSESE, Fcl.
TS DEEDH A4 7 Mtk »>T, BOBROHICARNDBRERDNPE D, EAM
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FEHECHEPSRZEND T EBBELZONE I D, OO TEMICBEZITLSCE
HEETER, TN, BAPEZ - LBlE s TRV ENEDL, PR F
v VRBROBROZEEZSZEBROADRABRODTH %,

TTT, FyVRO—FELZBRLTVE120BDOEARICSNDE T LIc Uiz, 7272
L, CCTHNATEKBOMNACATH 503, LIGR~72HHT & Hw» TEENI
DDTHBECLEFEIETHI,

Dug-dug Vo WEBRDES ECATIE, —FRBID Dugdug OAPSIFILES
LWV De TNEBERED 4 RhEH» 55 B, I ToRlich 25, < DEE,
BEOE, ROELV-NBEEERL, PLRABWICELL, EOEPROEN—F
WKHIATTL BAHFERLT B, —BIIC, 2O F v VERDOEEMRTIE, 4 A
ELOHBICASL EEZZONBEDT, D Dug-dug DRI, TILLMHORLE
WOR, TULTHIERTEXIic, 7y v afflickd Ay, BEEEOMKLE
NBRICHI>TNBEDTH 5,

HEMOS D COHIBRD VNV F T, EIROMICIZEAEDRDERSE D, LM
FhTLEHH, MEIPOBFODCL, —FIKTNTOENRIFET ZHTE, Fov
BRI Dug-dug LRBELTHEDTH b,

Uwart C DFEE, LOHMIKHBOROZFTHS LD, EFBRZ>iccod%
WERT B LISTERD 512, FovREROES LCACINE, TOROLHEH
AOZELTHFENTHZODRE, ORI EORIKEATH S OEMSMED L
2ROEDENOTHBEHPELT B, 2DRIZ, TEREDIZIZS A6 H
MANTH I TORIICH <5,

Waabab o WEBEIR, Z0OBM (7 v v a0 2EELSHIR NIy /Ny
FORICERT ST ERE0. WAWARGEANDZDT—HUCITE AN, HiE
PEBHBOT2HEC OO ECAIEME DS Z2DREBDLLTHL. TDID,
Ko vBRIASORE T AR, KTRIEVD/INEEDLD, BElicikECic
HEDCATLESIDTH B, COMIEV/NEDT &% Waabab LVEA TN S,

CORR, EKREDIZIZ6 Bh@sr s 7 ANaichrd Tcoilich b, coA»
WIED/NEDATHEEINSDR, XL COBMICHIED/NES:E-120, FAN
ZLDTEDPLTHEE, FonBREZHLTHS,

Fo VBROBMCE DT 3 HIEV/NER, Z0OBRMOBE, LA TEETOEREL
FEAEEDLBLIANEV, HEDFROABDORERIFRLEERVHITTDLY, £
OLEEETIOIHEEOBRE» 825D TH Do HIIRROTHEB1EADAHT
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HBo THLIBETHENS, MMICA- DRI, BIED/NEEED &
5> Td, BLoE IR ERENoRETSH N0, ERICIEREZTLETEF
ANEEDBTHONDE DT ETH B,

Bangowa ¢ DFE O FERIE, MBI IABRZLEVICETHS, DAL, TR
BDizi27 ArhaH» 5 8 Amaiehrd Tolilich .z, FyvBRIZC 0BIiciE
BANKTHERBEEDORELE-TN B, COTERERIDF—2 EbHELTN BT
EBbhh b,

Nag-bunni } o VETIE, TEMEY THEL Tvav 2 8WlBTIRY) Y 2D L%
nag FWEATINDs T Nag-bunni @ bunni 3 ENDOBELT, ALBHEND
EIRTH B0 ULichi-T Nag-bunni L\WZIE, AN TRABEALKBNENS T EA2FEE
LT Be TNREDIIUWEHEBERILLTNLEZERDTHAD »o

Mo VEREMRETEECATR, RV VABELLNENDICT LR, $7D20F
WAEBERLTNE EV D £hid, AL LTRPAKITHIN T cEra Y Bd
BOBEL-TETHBY, 25 LEE0avyTRAY TABALBE SN ENS T L
L, THBRA0E0 Y PIRLIE-TETRAY YARBEHLRIIL L >TETNS &
53T EThHB., CONy VEROBHEEZOIEIWRNT S E, CORPRIILIE
BEHELTOED I Y OWEIcH - TBENI T LB, COCER, F
w WEBROBEEDOY A s VEEZDIAT, SHOTEELMBELLRLEEILN
%5

CORR, FREDIZIZ8 Ahar s 9 AFaIKh I TORcH 2> T3,

Naa Zild, FoVBTR, BRETZEOVIEKRERT. TLTXFELD, ¢
Ricid, 7 vyl itk T, HROBHEHEELE DL SBREEERTONS. T
DR, EREDIIZ9 A habh S10AMAaICH G TORIIcH 2> T 3o

N o VBRSBTS REMERKICR, 2OMICERATIRRICL-T, Sk20D
ZATDBEDOND. Fo VEOBEIZ DWW TRINCEE AT 724 [, 1973],
FeoVBECEhbDTHENEEBRLBbLNGS tng 2ERT247DEKE, Fv
WIEDS kabok LIFATOBFEHEERTE247DZNETH S0

BIFEOMEER, FAELT, HoREPciTb24RE% - BRICE I DT,
tong ZAOTH Y F EROTEZBASEOBCT, VWHOWBIRT EFORES T
bhde. COEEI, BF, TOBEEEITH>C LM, ZOHHEEIE>TW S,

NWEOEDDL 4 TORER, FHEROCHRMOMELERE LL1EETDH %,

COVTNDIEED, BRETILOIEKRT, Fy v RRIE nae EIFATHEO
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Thbo

BEHBIC B 2 BRI H - T, CORMIcE Y ZREMEER, LY
WMBELEETIEDOTHD, ThEF v VERIKS > THHNTIRE . T DR
CBFERELTSCH>TR, FoVBRRIEEAEHHEV/NBIZERESL,
FICRABD LB EDREE-TE, Naa R ZH5LEBEASDANLDTH 5,
© Ziedon T DIFEDOEKRIE, Foav
EROEFBEOHA I NVEZEZDLD A
T, EODTHRENABTES-T
Who COAR, FEREDIZIZION
4 h 511 A MM T ORERI
HlcoTWVBEN, TTREBENTE
Lok, cORRIRPOKRDICH
Je->TW b

Fo ko bz, oM

Hgoa vy X

KHAERBELETS

001 2 3 4 5
m

@ LDF soolo
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