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Japanese Religious Mediums and Folk Belief among Japanese
Americans in Hawaii: Female Mediums on Oahu Island

Hirochika NAKAMAKI

The religious behavior of immigrants not only reflects their
religious needs in'a new society but also illuminates the heritage
of the society left behind. Research on the religious behavior of
Japanese immigrants and their descendants mainly concerns these
themes. This paper is based on field research that I conducted
during June-August, 1977 and June-August, 1979, as a member
of the research team for the project entitled “Japanese Religions
among the Japanese Americans in Hawaii”.

Data are presented on religious experiences and the activities
of nine female mediums who have appeared sporadically since the
second decade of this century, and who have been little studied.
Here, “medium” is defined as a person who is believed to possess the
mystical powers to communicate with spiritual beings through his/
her five (or even six) senses, and who is able to use these powers on
behalf of others. This is a fairly broad concept, but differs dis-
tinctively from that of “preacher” and “priest”, who, respectively,
communicate with spiritual beings mainly through written scrip-
tures and formalized rituals.

A brief religious history of Japanese Americans is provided as
a historical context for the mediums. Three stages are discerned
here in the social history of Japanese Americans in Hawaii, 1)
plantation life 2) plantation to city life 3) urban and suburban life.
In the plantation camps male religious leaders who organized
Daishi-kg were prominant figures in healing rituals and exorcism.
Most later became Shingon priests. The first female medium
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appeared in Honolulu, and city people have been their main clients.
Their religious activities are somewhat similar to those of adherants
of new religions such as Tenrikys and Sekai-kyasei-kys (Church of
World Messianity). Mediums are, however, quite different from
the latter in terms of originality and flexibility in their activities.

Multiple membership is also discussed briefly, since it supports
the activities of mediums. Roughly speaking, established churches
headed by Jodo-shinshii have fulfilled the needs of rites of passage
and (religious) education for the Japanese (Americans), whereas
mediums have satisfied the so-called beneficial needs of this world,
strongly based on the folk beliefs of Japanese immigrants. The
role of Shingon priests is somewhat intermediate.

Then nine cases of female mediums are presented extensively
with minimum speculation. The order of presentation is:

Rev. Shina Miyake and Ishizuchi finja

Rev. Myosei Matsumoto and Palolo Kwannonji
Abbess Tatsusho Hirai and Todaiji Bekkaku Honzan
Rev. Kasho Sawada and Tenshinds

Rev. Junchd Matsuoka and Kapalama Fuds Kyokai
Rev. Jikyt Rose and Kaganji

Rev. Sedo Hayashi and Shigisan Gobunreisho

Mrs. Kame Shimabuku

Rev. Kosho Sakai

Fmally, some distinctive features of mediums are mentioned
briefly. First, there are two types of mediums, calling-type and
training-type. For most, (ascetic) training at the headquarters
is important since it helps their clients to acknowledge and justify
‘the mystical powers of the medium, i.e., their sense of affiliation
with the headquarters in Japan is quite strong, because it bestows
legitimacy regardless of what they do in Hawaii.

Second, divinities with whom they communicate range from
Buddhistic (e.g. Fudomyis, Kwannon, Jiza, and Bishamonten) to
Shintoistic (e.g. Futenmaga and Itsukushima Jinja) ones.. Some
mediums communicate mostly with a specific divinity, whereas
others communicate with various ‘divinities. All,y however, stress
the blessings of specific divinities and never negate the existence of
other spiritual beings.

Third, among the many devices used to transmit their mystxcal
powers the commonest is the conveyance of divine messages which
they claim to have received, followed by the so-called kaji method,
especially using hand techniques. Other devices include spirit-
ualistic medium, exorcism, clairvoyance and substitution. The
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objects used by mediums and/or clients, and believed to possess
mystical powers, include holy water, holy scriptures, amulets,
rosary, salt and sand.

Last, a comparison is made of the organizational dimension.
Some mediums confine their work to a private, person-to-person
relationship, whereas in other cases lay organizations have been
formed around the mediums, despite their reluctance for public
propagation. Though these organizations vary from cult- to
church-type, they all retain some intimateness among their member-
ship in addition to close personal relationships with the mediums.
In either type, however, succession has been a serious problem
because of the intrinsic nature of mystically gifted powers that the
mediums claim to possess.
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MEIRICED LRBICLIC bEDE SN, EOTELEECLSTRCE S &0 3
[B&E 1968:21], ELLRAZIZEGOTRAEL, HLEEEIRILLEL
[B&E 1968:22], cOBADILER, EEUTH - £HEZEKL, MBOZRENE
BERBE LTV B0 2 LTEORABNRARELEL LUV ASBESNE. Ui
Do CTEFOHERITEI NS,

[HBEANC BN, FCHER-> T leh bR 0 EEIhE Ui, 3,
VOZ, EICLOFETEEFZOALETE, HOPRFE >TSS SH LD L
PATHFETEEDNT Uiz, ThERR, VX, BRI EDEDFLLED
ELTRBVERA, ERCEDNE Lo TTHOMERERLRICLTES &,
RBEMBLERINZOUVR I ERA) [BE 1968: 23-24], /1 AMIZH
EXIZATNEHAELLTCVT 20T, MLEFTHCLTE&BIE L TRV E
ROTHS [BE 1972:39], FAMINLHLE BFOARIVLEYL, EAARE
RT3,

AEICDLTH, @{MCEJW5%&?’?%3%::%'@?6'\%C&iﬁg‘aén'cwé
[&® 1968:29], K%@m@m£@§ﬂ§% BEELDOEAIBZCEEEND [B
B 1972:41], 2 CRBBANEESBRHICYVETOATVS, LOLEEN A
BHOEEY, MACRELTCOWLEOANE#MTH S, TABRIREHCELRZEN]
[B%E 1969: 10] toXEO ¥ %, BEAEDICLETOHELTVE [BR
1972: 391,

3 REBES

BEH A DEENREED, BEO—R BT 2HLFLWMRITITIIREIN B3,
BENEOSERCIDRANHEERLHELONTVEPETH 5,

BEERHOHLUVEBETTHEEY, BESE2HET S, ITRICEHLERE
ﬁk?éo%EﬁJM%hmxofwéﬁé BIONTCOFEZE»E S, HERAE

ia}

%)F@§@412§6&n#bbfﬁ@¢éﬁé,ﬁ@¢ﬁﬂf§“ﬁfnﬁnﬁﬁbiﬁb
&, HENE Ulo <HEE> 72724134 T ABERESAT—» L a2 -T, HEHsIcw
@b TESNET] [BE 1969: 33],

33) MOBET ORRICIE, ZHEIDLVEFNRSEEELTHS, ECTHLNENID
GO,
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B, WK, 50H, Y, BREXZHRTHIHL, BUT, BERLPBOVIOMEKD
O, FCORYFRICVKRBTRED LD, BARBBERBENLSITh S, FRICHD
URBROBEKOEF AR, BE L TAMKETT 56T 5H 5,

ULHLEBD A BT TRV, 2 THEOERBSZ2H 5, —2REHOC L,
BERLZNRAZENWCEBLCECEBT 20 TH S, BER, BEHIZRNKI
WELBLEESBDHDEEZ TV, bH)>—DRHBEOT L, BEBLEZNRENEE—
BINE2056TH5,

BEAABHOBEELRRAGTNE S, MBFWICLZRKB LRBITDEY, Ly
L, COBFBRFANEDEBICA 120, BILEBUOEEREALDT S, AKHE
RTDCLRE->TERBBREL DL HOLELBTNE, TORRELLTHERDESD
DTH 5,

BROCLERHDS, BEBIEHRABRERLTOALSY, 9 ULERBKO Lic
EBEAN 2 DRBFHDBRD L - T B, ENREEN » LBEZEOBANZRAKICE
EF0, EREAERLRY, Lich-T, E&LBELETNE, FREBOIERL
B, RBMERAR, VLI HBROABEN, FHRAOHESELH B X
ITH 5,

9. W H =R
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BEERCREEL, ZALSEBIICRT L,
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DIA) ZM-Tco BOBZNTHESD BIKHENSBODD, HICHARDOLOEHBAL,
RANEBERE DI T,

bHoE, BOBEEL2 "7/ BtoDOHRECHDINED, HADEICAFEANRT

34) MRMABRIC DWW TREE LTHEHEROBEIKIL, 41 Y EE 2tk > TR
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[Sakar 1972: 17]36),

ATraYy-=
Ty = 3/ @ J RIVYF A5 TR Fo b/-YT T VFEH V¥
Fa ArV®/) I rFE YLV AEYF FIV R, b/-¥w b T4
y¥Ya = Fvb bR FATYHT= Fvb I HHYF ¥4 Tk b
/%2 ®w¥a /) FiFRHL4 FR
74 F3awu

COMYER, MABBEDOAYLEL NS BROBEFICHORTE LTEN
U BEMETREVAEBVY -7, EETR, MAEBRRAMNCHRI NI, B
DMEZY >N bbb O TRELLDOT, RUEHLLIED D,

RERFOEME ORIERBARECH, RAFBELLDO A ve—IBELNE
[Sakar 1972: 18],

AL Y=
VFEE T TA= FuF N AV 2RV, 24F¥ FE xz} / VE/E
F = A5 FEbr F O MAT ZEL, FYAF FE N b UV
< I YTk = ¥YF JEFYL, HY sh4 FUF vFE /S VTTE
J A=w®/) I HXF =R, VLFY = Jan N yFE J Iv4 E/,
YyFAN SN JARX TARF— ) kVEL, YYF VK- VIV TV
$Y & bFE SV =07 TU¥Y I VFA4 FKUA IF = FEL <R,
VL FhI-Yw J FEALA FRY, TAY F, AX3T T,
A& JTFA
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KHBITWENEZR LD TH B,

T UCTHEIECRIBELE &, BHEHBEE KL LD, ZOD ERBLEELTE
o0 QEED S EICRBHNCED A, COEREOERICE D DOhTHTHER
WIREEN 5 72, E 0 TRLAR N7 1 BORUTHATRHERO S LicELTT AN
B, KROESRTETHERLERERT DN, 208, HLRBERHERL, W
BEicBaE s ABEL, 1HPEAL LS KRBT IR, L5P{hNEBELT—
whRED LD,
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HETBATNELALEKIEECASING, BTELOABZORKE®RI &3
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BEEIGENDE, FY X PRICEKOEKEHZDET, BARMEETS L5
~7cEDTETH B, REFOBFERBMEEOTHERAL TN,
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EPBYOHERIBIECENTH S,
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RANTIRALEFEEF ) A P HEBELMTH S, ) R FEFICIIEH~DOH D 6573
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Kik+ ) 2 P ERELET K CEDTH S,
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DEHIE, MIABRDERORREEE LS NIOEE, 3XUZ0EHOMASE
BLish,
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DL REROTIRC & » TEHRNZBEO L EHER, REEABTOETEEL
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W EETROPEICMAET 2 HABEET 5, BAn —XPHhEBDO LS iT, FH
DEPLERLH L, HIBEOAERBREDALR, RICHY V) v PRHE
EHETS XORE->EBCOBILET 5, BEAERBRICOVTVAR, mWH&
DEALBBELTOSESELEDL, e —XPHRICRS T, —RIICEREL
UCOBEBBIMIIED, H2BEOAERBREBRANHELUETHS LS, EHT
nTk, *

Bal, BAEIVD L5 B—BREEILR, U302 -» THREEEHRTIBICK
EREEED-TL B0 ~NVA TR, BARKCELTE L OBHEDRICHADORL
FTETEZT-THY, COABELKHEECHONG, LEARFZEY FRAREL,
RAPBERIREFHEES, REERRSEL, EHEREEHLE REY, BAn—
AREBLTZNZENETET > TV 5, BEL 2 OBAR, WROERIREICE
ey 8 —2RLZEDH>TRUTOETRLUTIEOS, MRIUBHLE, AB
EOMBMEBELSHML, BOPOEROPREHZEEZERL TS, COLIICHATO
BITR A7 A OEHBECE » TRARDEHET L > TV B, ENREDLDI LR
R2b > THNBEDIEH DB

39, ENLERNRNGESLHATREINTELMLTHABKLE, REED
CHBRERAEPELOEBOIDICE, BAOALBEROBE LTEAONIRTY
THbo BHAT RENEREER TS 2K L0AFREOHEE, ~74 TOREK
BEKEODTT 7 ARERT IO THD, AMEHIC KB/ LI LT, »~74

OERBILLBR, F VR I EOARSTHELREFEEDLS IBE - XEOTKEH

38) vy—v DA =Y I—Y s Y DRERED S - T, DRl HED, BED, ED B
REVL EDEEEICIL > T B [Behfih  1975: 25-26],
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BREEMPRETRRL, BREBLEKERIK LI OTHD, POHENIKAR
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5 LT NBbITH B, i, KLDORTS, ZOEENA 4 -V O EFOH
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BREBEFRTHEERAFICHL, BOBOELZEOTN S, FHEIPOTAY
A DEKFEFREZERIICHE S RBICHEIKFEL, BEXFUPORS EAREAFC
FHRFHETH B EW Lo 2 LTHADILBRTRTAROERFNRI LDz LW
STHBRETRVET ZEHORBED & - T, HBIROMAEEHHKLETHERE
Petehb Ll &NH 23, THEAFLBEILELRERPOIRELIZEVIA
Bd, TNRBVOHRBEEZE-TVE, TERLD, EAFOERRERIEAD,
BEKFICETHEFRABELTVSEY, ThICHTEED TN ILBANTH 5.
CDEHENTA TOFRUOREETD, FHEFL & bh, HROERILKDE
BEThaC 2T RT I, BROALBHRAMLERT TS 3D THb, N7
CEBEBHLORKEEHD, TORNBFOWEAZ DT, Be UTRIUDOEIEEZ TR
BHEIN, ZRESIVCEBOALICHTIRBER ISP DBRATHEDR, BX
ZP LD BEHICLBZDTH S,

2. REXH &

FRENTRT 2R, RBWPE (B, 0E, B, B#EF BK), K
(w—x, BH), BOMX ), BEER (BE) 20L& NBRLOM 0, HE
OLEHEMNE (Z%), MROEXME (B8), LEOBEML, hnoXk#t (R

39) ARAFBSEEENSZHACBEVT [ £ v ¥#, EROR, H3RE& RIEXFOFHLL
EHEANBACETZIAOLEZ L HELTHBERBEOHNOTRS B END] [hk#
& 1958.8.15] <7 EiICH L, FEHBRHBL LA oA, HHEHs 1958.8-16],
ZheD ¢ - TABESSBHLBTLORM (kM 42 1958.8-18), HLHEAEBICK it
) [fpeksRan  1958-8.23], B REIEMEICHT AEAFMIERORS [k 1958.8.
25}, HELsRERSER K A MK (MRS 1958.8-29] L EDIEBIMH -7,
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