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A Survey of Representatives of Japanese Firms Overseas

Yasuyuki Kurita, Kozaburo HacHiMURA

This survey was conducted by members of the National Museum
of Ethnology’s project on “Cultural Change among Japanese,” in
cooperation with JETRO, the Japan External Trade Organization.
A questionnaire was used to survey Japanese 289 couples, with school-
aged children, living in 22 cities overseas.

The main results of the survey were: First, that an overwhelming
majority of the representatives and their families kept company with
other Japanese in their daily life, regardless of where they lived;
second, most were concerned about the education of their children,
on returning to Japan; and third, almost all respondents recognized
that life in Japan was very convenient, whereas that abroad was incon-
venient. In cities where they lack what they considered to be basic
facilities, equipment, and decent accommodation they considered life
a hardship.

Other points noted by survey respondents, were that in all cities
they thought that the Japanese were more industrious in their outlook
than the local population; but on the other hand they considered
Japan to be inferior with respect to family ties, public morals, city
planning and other aspect of the “quality of life.”

Most respondents living temporarily in cities in Europe and
United States of America expected that they should adapt themselves
to the local culture, whereas those in developing countries of Asia
and Africa replied that they should not do so.

In our opinion the results of the survey reflect the school- and
career-oriented society of Japan. And also most representatives of
Japanese firms abroad exhibited the deep-rooted Japanese tendency
of favoring Europe and the United States of America over Asian and
African nations.
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17 DACCA 1(25.0)[17 NEW YORK . 22(71.0)[17 BANGKOK 33 (94.3)[17 BANGKOK 34 (97.2)[17 BANGKOK 1 (2.9)
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5 41 (9.2) 185(41.5) 142 (31.8)| 37 (8.3) 4 (9.2) (;‘(,‘}fo)
R — Y b 9.2 50.7 82.5 ] 90.8 100.0
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125~ B 2L HA| 185~ H 18 3~ Hih 3B~ HAR
ADFHE & ADFHEE B HIC LT Bl | fr A DTt & B fir ADFHE L
e A 1# T A I FR EETAA
(%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
1 SEOUL 0 0.0) | 3(10.0) | 27(90.0) 30 1 RIO DE J. 3(42.9) | 1 KARACHI 6(60.0)
2 BANGKOK 0 (0.0) | 4(11.8) | 30(88.2) 34 2 SYDNEY 13(41.9) | 2 ALGER 7(53.8)
3 JAKARTA 6(21.4) | 5(17.9) | 17(60.7) 28 3 TORONTO 11(33.3) | 3 CAIRO 3(30.0)
4 DACCA 0 (0.0) | 1(25.0) | ~3(75.0) 4 4 PARIS 9(29.0) | 4 NAIROBI 4(28.6)
5 KARACHI 1(10.0) | 6(60.0) | 3(30.0) 10 5 LOSANGELES | 6(28.6) | 5 LAGOS 6(25.0)
6 TEHERAN 0 (0.0) | 1(10.0) | 9(90.0) 10 6 MILANO 9(25.0) | 6 DACCA 1(25.0)
7 LONDON 4(16.0) | 1 (4.0) | 20(80.0) 25 7 STOCKHOLM | 4(22.2) | 7 JAKARTA 5(17.9)
8 PARIS 9(20.0) | 1 (3.2) | 21(67.7) 31 8 JAKARTA 6(21.4) | 8 BANGKOK 4(11.8)
9 MILANO 9(25.0) | 0 (0.0) | 27(75.0) 36 9 NEW YORK 7(21.2) | 9 SEOUL 3(10.0)
10 MADRID 3(15.0) | 1 (5.0) | 16(80.0) 20 10 LONDON 4(16.0) | 10 TEHERAN 1(10.0)
11 STOCKHOLM | 4(22.2) | 0 (0.0) | 14(77.8) 18 11 LIMA 6(15.8) | 11 LIMA 3 (7.9)
12 CATRO 110.0) | 3(30.0) | 6(60.0) 10 12 MADRID 3(15.0) | 12 SAO PAULO 2 (7.1)
13 ALGER 1.7 | 7(53.8) | 5(38.5) 13 13 SAO PAULO 4(14.3) | 13 NEW YORK 2 (6.1)
14 LAGOS 0 (0.0) | 6(25.0) | 18(75.0) 24 14 KARACHI 1(10.0) | 14 MADRID 1 (5.0)
15 NAIROBI 0(0.0) | 4(28.6) | 10(71.4) 14 15 CAIRO 1(10.0) | 15 LOS ANGELES | 1 (4.8)
16 TORONTO 11(33.3) | 0 (0.0) | 22(66.7) 33 16 ALGER 1 (7.7 | 16 LONDON 1 (4.0)
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18 LOS ANGELES | 6(28.6) | 1 (4.8) | 14(66.7) 21 18 BANGKOK 0 (0.0) | 18 MILANO 0 (0.0
19 SAO PAULO 4(14.3) | 2 (7.1) | 22(78.6) 28 19 DACCA 0 (0.0) | 19 STOCKHOLM | 0 (0.0)
20 RIO DE J. 3(42.9) | 0 (0.0) | 4(57.1) 7 20 TEHERAN 0 (0.0) | 20 TORONTO 0 (0.0)
21 LIMA 6(15.8) | 3 (7.9) | 29(76.3) 38 21 LAGOS 0 (0.0) | 21 RIO DE]J. 0 (0.0)
22 SYDNEY 13(41.9) | 0 (0.0) | 18(58.1) 31 22 NATROBI 0 (0.0) | 22 SYDNEY 0 (0.0)
2t 88(17.7) | 51(10.2) | 359(72.1) (138?0)
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