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Intervention in the Relatio.nship Between Ewe and

Lamb in the Mongolian Pastoral System

Konacaya YUKI
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Recently, C. Humphrey and D. Sneath have proposed an end to using the term nomadism,
because the very category of nomadism is loaded with subjective judgments and has ceased to
be useful analytically. Instead of the word nomadism, they prefer the term mobile pastoralism,
and they argue that mobility is still necessary for pastoralism in Inner Asia, including Mongolia.

The mobility of nomadism has been considered for many years as a low and backward
technique of land use. However we are now just realized that mobility and flexibility are a
most important key to sustaining the steppe environment. Two Japanese ethologists, Imanishi
and Umesao, asserted from data for a field survey of Inner Mongolia in the 1940’s that the
mobility of nomadism emerged from the characteristics of herds of domestic animals
themselves and that the nomadism was a highly developed lifestyle adaptable to the steppe
environment. Although their idea of mobility from the viewpoint of ethology is attractive, the
micro mechanism of herd mobility has not yet been clarified.

In this article I refer to another idea of Umesao. He analysed the intervention in the
relationship between cows and calves at milking and assumed that human beings, by capturing
the young of the animals, had come to control the herd in the process of domestication. That is
the so— called kidnap hypothesis of domestication.

[ do not agree that picking up the young of wild animals was the first stage in
domestication. But at a later stage in the long process of domestication, I suppose that the

intervention in the relationship between mother and baby animals gave human beings the
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chance to do milking. This hypothesis about the invention to the milking technique has been
presented by Tani from field data for the Mediteranean world. And I have proved this from
field data for Inner Mongolia.

Here, 1 show the features of the intervention between the ewe and lamb or kid with a
number of photographs, at the period of birth before milking. It is certain that intervention with
the baby led to the intervention with the mother animal in the present pastoral system in
Mongolia. I also argue that the intervention in the relationship between ewe and lamb or kid at
the period of birth prepares the conditions of the following milking period. That means that in
the long process of domestication the invention of the milking technique emerged from the

practice of breeding babies.



