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Computers Serving the Needs of Museum Curators and Researchers

Akifumi Oikawa and Raymond VEziNa

It is difficult for an institution to become widely known and res-
pected if it does not possess a detailed inventory of its holdings. The
preparation of such an inventory should be consistent with progress
in automation. An automated system for use in museums and archival
institutions should contain four components, for artists, works of art,
copies and files. Use of computers requires that descriptive standards
for artists and their works (textual section) be developed. With the
advent of the video disc, itis now possible to have illustrated catalogues.
Finally, the videotext permits the formulation of new syntheses from
which specialists in the humanities will be the first to benefit if they
acquire the necessary concepts.
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their Potential Application in Museums. New York, Arno, 1968. xii, 402 pp.

Chenhall, Robert. “Museums and Computers: a Progress Report”. Museum, vol.
30, No. 1, 1978, pp. 52-54.
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Anon. “Inventaire et informatique”. Nouvelles de I’ICOM, vol. 29, No. 3, 1976.
Anon. Rapport final. Réunion d’experts sur les méthodes modernes d’inventaire des biens
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Conference held in Pisa.

First International Conference on Automatic Processing of Art History Data and Documents.
Pisa, Scuola Normale Superiore, 1978. tome 1: 383 pp; tome 2: 366 pp.
Conference held at Dartmouth College in Hanover, New Hampshire, U.S.A. Two
meetings were held consecuitvely: the Fourth International Conference on Computers and
the Humanities and the Conference on Data Bases in the Humanities and Social Sciences.
Proceedings will be published in 1980 in Computers and the Humanities.

October 11 and 12: Museum Computer Network, State University of New York at
Stony Brook. Annual Meeting. Presentations dealt with American, British and Ca-
nadian experiences.
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ELuin, Everett. “An International Survey of Museum Computer Activity”’, Computers and

the Humanities, November 1968, pp. 65-86.

l Museum, vol. 30, No. 3-4, 1978. The entire issue.
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Systéme descriptif des peintures. Paris, Direction des Musées de France, 1977. ix, 104
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677



Hy REZSHRTIRSE 7435

BERGENGREN, Géran. “L’automatisation du catalogage des collections de musées en Suéde/
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AnoON. “Microfiche preserves priceless early art”.  Office Equipment and Methods, June 1977,
pp. 14-15.
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Today, May 1978, vol. 12, No. 9, p. 119.

CampBELL, Bill. ‘“Commentary on a Successful Microfiche Program’. Special Libraries,
January 1978, p. 29.

FLEMING, S.J. “Microfiche and the Museum”. Museums Journal, March 1977, vol. 76,
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Horper, Alan. ‘“Colour Microforms: an Emerging Medium”. Reprographics Quarterly,
1977, vol. 10, No. 4, pp. 130-134.
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AnoN. Tama Coaxial Cable Information System. Japan, Living-Visual Information System
Development Association, 1976, 13 pp; 1977, 17 pp; 1977, 36 pp.
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System”. Cable Communications, December 1976, pp. 12-13.

Anon.  “Semiconductor Laser Simplifies Optical Video-Disk Player”. Electronics, May 26,
1977, vol. 50, No. 11, p. 6E.

Anon.  “25-cent Video Disc’’.  The American Archivist, January 1977, pp. 104-106.

ANoN.  The Ultimate Entertainment and Information Storage and Retrieval System. ~ Undated. A
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Version). 4 pp. Distributed by MCA Disco-Vision.
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pp. Published by Laboratories, North American Philips Corp.
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Lou, D. et al. ‘A Prototype Optical Disc Data Recorder,” 1977 IEEE/OSA Conference
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