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Sedentary Life before Agriculture

Masaki NisHIDA

V. G. Childe asserted that food production was the basic
conditioning factor for the emergence of sedentary way of life
(Fig. 1). But this model is inapplicable to prehistoric Japan,
where the Jomon Period was characterized by the sedentary small
village society without intensive food production. That was
a firm prehistoric stage between the nomadic Paleolithic life and
the agricultural sedentary life of the Yayoi Period. There are
many other well-known examples from a wide geographic range.
Sedentary life without agriculture might not be exceptional among
foraging societies inhabiting a particularly rich environment,
but might be the general form in the middle latitude temparate
forest before agriculture or civilization developed there (Fig. 3).

Whereas Childe’s model might represent a diachronic
expression of the common economic ethnographic classification
i.e., producer vs. forager (Fig. 4), I present a residential situation
(i.e., nomadic vs. sedentary) classification in this paper (Fig. 6).
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