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The Establishment of the Peabody Academy of Science

Takeshi Moriva

This paper discusses a part of my study of Edward Sylvester
Morse. An examination of the processes of the establishment of
the Peabody Academy of Science, which later became the
Peabody Museum of Salem, is the main topic.

Some biographical descriptions about Morse and his friends
on the Foundation of Peabody Academy of Science show, in part,
how the Academy was established. The entire processes have
never been described, either in America or Japan. In this paper
I attempt to describe the complete story of the foundation of
the Peabody Academy of Science, and Morse’s role in that process.

Edward Sylvester Morse, who participated in the foundation
of the Academy, spent most of his life as a researcher working for
the museum, except for the period when he was away from Salem.
After his death, a large collection of ethnological materials,
“The Morse Collection’’, was left to the museum. Most of the
collection is related to Japan.

However, since it was assembled and taken to the Academy
in the 1880’s, later than the period of concern to this paper, it is
not discussed here.
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Floor of East India Marine Hall as rebuilt in 1867

1. Large case over entrance stairway, contains a number of life size clay models of the
several castes of natives of India, and a large number of smaller models of a similar char-
acter; 2. Wall cases, portion of the Ethnological collection relating to costumes and burial;
3. Wall cases, portion of the Ethnological collection relating to the Arts, Manufactures,
Domestic and Musical Implements and Pipes; 4-5. Alcove cases, Idols; 6-7. Alcove cases,
portion of the Osteological collection; 8. Wall cases, a portion of the Osteological collection
and the stuffed specimens of Fishes and Reptiles; 9, Wall cases, Palacontological collec-
tion; 10-11. Large central case, Sponges, Corals and Echinoderms; 12-13. Large central
case, mounted skins of Birds and Mammals; 14-15. Table cases, Shells; 16-17. Upright
cases intended for the Alcoholic Mollusks above, and the large shells below, but 16 is tem-
porarily used for Bird’s nests and Eggs, and 17 for Fossils; 18-25. Table cases, Shells.
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Gallery of East India Marine Hall as rebuilt in 1867

26. Wall cases, contain Implements of War, etc.; 27. Wall cases, Implements of War,
etc., and models of Boats and Ships, and of various kinds of Paddles. The space above the
cases in this section of the Gallery is given to the exhibition of large Boats and other means
of transportation; 28-31, Wall cases between windows, Botanical specimens; 32-37. All
the cases on this Gallery are devoted to the Essex County Collection. The space over the
wall cases on this Gallery is occupied by large stuffed specimens of County Fishes; 38-43.
Railing cases, Entomological Collection; 44-45. Railing cases, Archaeological Collection,
principally consisting of Stone Implements; 46. Upright case, Alcoholic Fishes; 47. Up-
right cases, Alcoholic Insects and other Articulates. On top of these central upright cases
will be placed the large stuffed specimens of the Sawfish and Shark, now in course of
preparation. On the Iron reiling of the Gallery are arranged, on the Zodlogical side a large
number of Horns of various animals, and on the Ethnological side all the Spears, etc., that
were too long to go into the cases, also a number of Pictures of Ethnological interest. Over
the entrance to the Hall and projecting from the railing are full rigged and large models
of three ships of early construction.
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