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Navigational Knowledge of Sea Life (Pwukof) in Satawal,
Central Garoline Islands, Micronesia

Tomoya AKIMICHI

Puukof is a basic item of traditional navigational knowledge
among navigators in the Central Caroline Islands of Micronesia.
Puwukof categorizes the sea life encountered when sailing in
particular directions from individual islands. This paper
describes the elaborate system of pwukof from 18 islands in
Micronesia, using data from my fieldwork on Satawal Island.

Each set of knowledge of a given island contains sea birds,
fish, other marine creatures, and oceanographic phenomenon,
together with submerged reefs and islands. Fish and birds high-
light the nature of this knowledge, since they are unique in having
particular proper names, and in being endowed with behavioral
and morphological features. Often these animals are inferred
as esoteric and sometimes abnormal in appearance; i.e., yellow
frigate birds, barracuda in an upright position, swordfish with
a coconut leaf ornament around the neck, a boneless shark, float-
ing shellfish, or such phenomena of a pair of a croaking and
a voiceless sooty terns, or a white-spotted and a non-spotted
frigate birds, and the like.

Despite their probable emergence in certain sea areas, and
accidental encounters en roufe, birds and fish designated in
pwukof are believed to survive by means of self-recruitment, even
after accidental capture or killing. This suggests that this
knowledge has served not only for educational and recitational
purposes, but also as a cognitive device for space allocation during
voyaging, rather than as useful indications for actual location-
finding and landfall per se.
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fE1 RE— a2 EOFMENRE 2 VYR
HhES + & 7 VR a v 2R
1 fiisumwakut 0°
2 tdan mayinapanefang 14°
3 taan wéné 27°
4 taan yukiniik 33°
5 tdan méén 51°
6 taan mwaarikar 65°
7 tdan wuun 73°
8 tdan payiyefang 79°
9 tadn mayinap 81°
10 taan payiyéér 83°
11 taan yéniyén 91°
12 ta4i sarepwén 98°
13 taai tumwur 117°
14 taan mesaraw 127°
15 tAdnupw 154°
16 machimeyas 166°
17 wenewenenupw 180°
18 machimenetow 193°
19 tupwunupw 206°
20 tupwun mesariw 233°
21 tupwui tumwur 243°
22 tupwui sarepwén 252°
23 tupwun yéniyén 269°
24 tupwun payiyéér 276°
25 tupwun mayinap 279°
26 tupwun payiyefang 281°
27 tupwun wuun 287°
28 tupwun mwaéarikar 294°
29 tupwun méén 309°
30 tupwun yukiniik 327°
31 tupwun wéné 333°
32 tupwun mayinapanefang 346°
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