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The Dance Among the Koegu of Ethiopia: Identity
and Interethnic Relations of the Forager

Hiroshi MATSUDA

This paper examines the role of dance in the resolution of inherent
contradictions within society. Structural analysis is applied to “the
youths® dance (hiyari)” performed by the Koegu in the Lower Omo
Valley, southwestern Ethiopia. Most of the data presented here was
taken during my fieldwork in 1988-90.

The Koegu, 500 in number, is one of the minor ethnic groups in this
area living on small scale horticulture, fishing, hunting and gathering,
and honey collecting. The people have been kept for a long time in a
subordinate position to the Kara, their southern neighbours. On the
other hand, they have also been under the strong influence of the
Nyangatom, who are pastoralists. The Koegu have many Nyangatom
and Kara songs, and some Nyangatom dances in their repertory. They
sing songs not only of these two groups but also of their six adjoining
groups. Why do they sing and dance in the way of their neighbours ?

In a sequence of “the youths’ dance”, the first stage always begins in
a leaping dance and songs of the Nyangatom, which symbolically express
the world view of the pastoralist. In the second stage, however, the
dance form turns to a couple dance, the variety of languages in the sing-
ing increases, and the meanings of the words become obscene and sexual-
ly mocking against the Kara. In this liminal situation, the peoples’
emotion is thrown into ecstasies and the value of structured life is
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overturned. Finally, the third stage is transformed into the Koegu dance
and songs. Stability is restored again. However, the order of this stage
is associated not with the Nyangatom but with the Koegu way of life.

The dilemma within the Koegu society is that the people hope to be
released from their subjection to the Kara, but this implies being taken
under the patronage of the Nyangatom. Consequently, their ethnic
identity as forager might be lost and changed to one as pastoralist. “The
youths’ dance” is a political performance which states the dilemma of
their future identity.
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3) FhEFhOBKEOF KB, R1OBSCRIELTWS, ¥, FOK

oW TOFEHIE, UTD X5 RIETREIR T B, ,

NB. 1)

..........................................................

1 PABHBO £ v AD E X b
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2; HS5EE
3; 1989-6-22

skyeh yah
Adalo gaino waana
nuunu dadunbai

Anjela amba naano

*

naano deene waako

%k

itapus dooro shupfo

*

Lokwaita Buura miso

%

bashidi kona oidi kaama
sk

parangi ta Kieda peero
*

bashidi konna -dooro shupfo
%

mago kaya Buura miso
*

Buura dooya eeda dooya
k

gaito oono

%

kabale oononsa waaki raatsi wako

%
dooya imba Sede daasi

4 WRBOBAILN SOLLT £ ekt

By REERYERARE 17815

_____________________________

XM =— ¥y—
TEeDEE ELRDOK
BEx XA L lcvohn

TV IOL ORX

*

WL BEXRTF-—ROYDISK

*
BELRAZ 7RI ESTREDL S #
N .
rhq4gET-FELED

%

gHvEEhE BusBy (VY Frr) BY
*

ZZiXAAe = FOLHA

*

CORBIRETHBY

*

=T B IWEZA T—FL Ro5THW
%k

T—=5 PRI (TFrD) RELTL
*

7 Frite e DFRE

%k

AAvOY R L HT

b S

FHT7F e B LT

NB. 1. 7v¥ =537 £u0nBogi, FHo»LERYESER, BROL®OIT,
T~DEESZAL EVOIROHYTEBE (727 =94) 55,
. Tk Ex, 2= 70O4bEHT0F v OFTICEDAT LD &,
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___________________________

D4 DS RT F m OIS S R D b o 1ok,

*adaba_igenél Adalo

Anjela amba naano

%

naano Ishete naano

*

arsa arsima arsante paiyamo

*

kudadigunai nyorot kitoro yambo
*

naano garshuma na beela

sk

naano Gado naano

%

Lokwaita wariya meeno

%k

naano shurshur geeno

%k

oide keka aan kakamke ka yambo
%

tuuma tuumuma tuumaise paiyamo
x

nasha nashima nashaise paiyamo
%k

karuta Poora geshono

*

Logariyamoi yaaka peeno

* .

muda muduma mudaise paiyamo
%k

zaara zaarema zaaraise paiyamo
*

misukira Gaado naano

%

naca nacima nacaisa paiyamo

* (BBRAER)

TV TDLDBY

£ 3

A>v=27DRYL

%

AhAH Ahs Ahhui B3
L3

Y VAENDFILE S

*

TEeEHTLY 2= DF

%

7 X e H FOF

3

T7ERriIbhbDORe A 2DFE

*

THEe (EZA~THITL) Hif

*

BoTHRWTE bl yvyEAfTFLoD
*

ARA Ahs Ahhi B3
k

Lok gklsth #ZLriul BLk?
sk

AFZDR—=F2HERTE 7FedzdoBEIIA
% .

w5 Y ¥ A OfifkOIf

%

RoTERy RoTE- KT B3
k

Lh Ph it BLk3

*

W FDOREFF TR

%k

Hich Eich BEhihui B3
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1; alima
2; o5

3 ; 1989-6-29

L4 EMR T OBMOREBAL A DB ¢ v 2 (T4 2LHL5) Eab

o ek,

skambaba wole Apaiyo

paapapan paipayun dabe

*

annasa biiri' daabo

%k

Kucila Mudo naasa

*

hannasa cooci daabo
%k

hannasa kantsi daabo
*

Adoka paipayo dabe
*

hannasa sharka daabo

LS

Apaiyononsa biiri daabo

%k

Mura Calamai haam kaasaba

*

Mura bariyono aan maasaba

BVREFBWENRRE 17215
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BEZORBIA TIHAREDZDH
* ‘
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%

KEZORIA EHEDLDM

*

BEXORIA HETEBEIHBOM

*

TEA (T4 2) RE0BIRS hHLTRIF-
*

KBEZORIA v aV R VYERIDDOM
%k

T4 ZORIA MEFEEID DO
* ,

AT F o FIARBRACETETES I3
%k

AFIIHNET AL I HRDIBLE
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1; alima
2; 2= /8

3 ; 1989-6-29

skyaan ka gati
Nagalo
yaan ka gati

gati ka leaten

*

Diguro belo Lumudu
*

wonta belo

k

Aracoumo belo

k

uapaya Mago ee Aracoumo shiomba

%
gatiyo haanka leaten
*
"Nagalo gati ka gialen
E3

naanoyo Deene wako
naanoyo kayo gantu
Nagalo shiomba
;Ikagalo lake kalba
;;ti ka deagen

%
Lumudi shiomba

Lopuwamai lake kalba
rishokui Mago
%k

aisheyaa dadai ka narin
K

Lokwaita kanno

K

yaan ka kuwada

4; 77 e L VHROWRTHISE Y, LeReF Akl bz THE LR,
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%
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iz Ava wLbhcE
*

FHrH BEIHLATWS
%k

FH RGN @ELA-TWD

%
iz HmOBORS (FEHHLTT ZHbes

D% B)

*

Bt F47r% XATW3
K

R/ wA0L ik
%k

Hixz ~I~N EoTfT»T

%k

FR-TEL BYHDOS2K 8BS
* ,

FH ek W5 &
%k

FHRE FTXIDBEIAL

vhA XD

BLBR-TWS

(W2d Briwg filorkunts)

NB. 1. F47w», 7535 aV%,

BT,
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i 1 ; hiyari-ka-kuwamin
2; 2=/58 ANLVEE A
3; 1989-6-29

%kyaa kirtsadiiya kirtsadiike moko (R)

sabaana bui kiane (M)
Lokoda toribangade (M)
Mayamba shunne (K)
sabaana bui kiane (M)

*

kirtsamono garcina gantu (R)
Lokoda

£

Mayanna kono ira arte (R)
bariyo zarbo haam pakaba (R)

*

kirtsamono gusi gantu (R)
Lokoda

*

kirtsamono Kaarana gantu (R)
Lokoda

7

=

EUREEBYENARS 1786157

4; 557 5DBOR= AT AE (moko B 5\ i kirtsadiiya) O L S KE L,

kA TAE FTAHTIAE
B3 XDT7 VI ETHTh

ra AL b YSVHF
=Y DOLIA

TUH ETHThW
%k

ZAED L R HAFIOBIRIETHN

v a2 ARt Wiz
%k

“YDRIA BELORDO 7 vzl
MEFROE ZARTHVDOHE DL 5T

*

RIEDT VL ka7 xVE
R TRT5)

*

BFDT VI TAEDIOKC

Zte Th

N.B. 1.

FYAVYHFRALVEBTRKERR=ATXERT D, # 2 FRIITADES S,

—ANIEDOR=ADHE YR KEVDTIHATLE ST, W53 LEDD,
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i 1 ; hiyari-ka-kuwamin
P2 h S5

| 3;1989-6-29

L 4 W FOELENLI IR,

skNawala hanna beela ee

Gulaba Parsho kola shede Gulaba
sk

Nagadi boocon beela Gulaba

*

Aumar kola shede Gulaba

*

gecon Mudo beela

%k

Nagadi inna Bazo beela

%

Iyanar shede Bunta Meero

*

imba peero Gulaba daasu

*

Bazo beela Gulaba

*

Arka Bare inna beela Gulaba
*

Nagadi inna Mudo beela

XFU7SORIA FDLELEDL

5L AAYaDRKEWYFE GFLASTWS
*

FHF 4 OREADELLELD S 54

%

75t TIORADYFRINRLTD

%k

AFEBIADELED

* .
FHF 4 DRIA AV (752 DLEBED

*

A¥Fn (7513 7ADBArOYFRINL
T3 '

%k

7550 BhOSBILERVE L)

%

ATDELRED

*

TNHESRVONRBIA 77-DLEBEED

*

FHF 4 ONBHIATHHAFDELED
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1 ; hiyari-ka-kuwamin

2; 755

3; 1989629

4; 7 I DEVIRF FEOHK,

skkono Gabo ee kurba lala

aca bulle Nakuwa inda

Nyaren inna Gabo naano -

naano wonno baali maasi

natum hare banzo
%k

naana wonna baa daana
sk

itapus sa baali maasi

naano yo naripa ko woise
*

narayo baa daana

l:l:\co Nakuwa inda

Ifkuma namuge hamba naano

gorosuboro kazaina naano
sk

tuuro tuuro hamba naano

gaapa iro bariyo maate

_oono iro bariyo maate

.;&krbanyan Sime naano

BEyREFEYENEHRE 17815
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sirumamo gaapa gantu % Z3-T BIADOTRWA
sirumamo bookundo gantu ;* Z% 2 T ZhdhsoTuwnd
Erkonna guba kanno :kt ravrid gikoF

ono iro dennya %0) P /s oTEA

Aami Wolenna doone z— I (FER) B v VIFORIA

Nyeren inna garaba
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Z
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D 4;No.R2 ERALL A FORT FRE oI b O,

skyeh yah

Natum Kuma longa cima

Arbanyan longa cima

inta Haami gaaraba

Natum Kuma longa cima
gaapan iro botolo maate
*

Nyeren Gabo naano
gaapan iro bariyo maate
*

Haami bariyo zarbo
Haami pakaba

%

Biyokoro imba Kanamo
bariyo maate

P

Haami kono arte
Erkonda Guba kanno

*

Gabo kono arte
sirumamono Aari gantu

_________________________

*’f == Y-
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FrorDRIs<E BFrioTHZ

HBEEAITOFCT VDX CE->T3

%k
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BIXFoTTifeics
*

AT L MlEELE
B sb DT
*
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it 2o k5 EEwy

*

AT Sk R

EV T S )Y

*

AT AR
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i 3;1989-10-14

EVREFBUENERE 178515

4; Y3 b (TEV) LWHSEDOMEREDH 5 DEALTRT R, |

*koh oh guane ka tooiba
dume jalea zabaina neeni
nashiuya Anno ka tooiba
nashiuya Anno ka duumba
;\kbile irun ka kuure

l?:mjalea zabaina neeni

Ibile irun ka luue

:il:\mbeno garcina gantu (R)
bariyo zarbo garcina gantu (R)
:ll:une kaliya bala ka paapo
lﬁxtu uiya karbo ka kaciki
;I:)ro uiya bala ka oosho

iri taci nan karam diminia
maanishiyaa karam ka uuhen
karame matiya ka uanen
;&kbile erun ka banga

kutu uiya cocu ka dara

kutu uiya karam ka gati
c;,:msha kuti ka gieri

(ﬂ;aya merie shanka duuten
;xkbile boojale luue

;karkaro muwa ka takinta
Eagaya baaba shanka duumin

Garamo lokodo shanka duuten

I;kowoitodo geina tsaali gomma (R)

okeerina tsaali gomma (R)
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i 1; alima
V25 2SR

| 3;1989-10-14

skkuti melene kuti melene
melenen kuta ka Shoto

kuti melene

melene alie galima

*

dime uiya holka ka juu
*

hinga dambi ka karte

*

tortsamo kuta ka gieri

%k

worle oine kuta ka uanen
*

Nabuwanda hur ka ashuko
%

..................................................

4; 3 (TEV) EWSHEOWEEEDH 7 DEAXTRT 5Ho

......................................

kAN TS MmAFEITS
FTRTCOME ¥ a3 b2bHERTNS
MmAWH T3

KEBAKBRATLE WoRMmATRTV5
*

(¥ a POA AR) BFEDO XS TEL

*

HOFPIE B O ZARK

%

Fx ) DEZIC EHBETRET

E 3

T a AT E WObA AERESTVD
%

FT VAT IR

*
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4; BERDL A (Fra ) ¥Rocd O, REOERLI S bh b Tk
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*kborkoto borkoto (BHRRT)
borkoto borkoto

kokacana ima koanna
usulu toppa usulu toppa

*

kokati keka baaki



BE BRE=2=/70KiFvA

L2 H I, =YW b AR, ALUE
| 3;1989-10-14
P4, HITDBORERR=AEBIL5HK,

*khamatar (N) Garamo Maya imba yo (R)

hamatar (N) Garamo toribangade (M)
* .
toribangade saba nabui kiyon (M)

* .

Maya imba (R) shuuni toribangade (M)
*

Gaya shuune (M) tachaka awaro (N)
*

Lokwarimoi toribagade (M)

%k

saba nabui kiyon saba nabui kiyon (M)

*

k= VYDOREAL ¥TEixE->TERTK

HSEE THWR=RY FHoTEFH
*

ThR= A THWEHE

*

TYDREA THVR=A

sk

HYDRIA BRYETET

*

R27Y)EA (F5F) O Th=2A
%

ThHhWRE THEE

*
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1 ; hiyari-ka-ashinen
2; 2=75%

3, 1989-10-14

EUREERWERAHE 17815

________________________________________________________________________

4; Y3 FEWSTHRREED D SOEARTRTIHK, v F 4 —i2 NO. 40 LRL
1N, RFOMBORS (walishi) & XV AR T3,

¥ kuti melene kuti melene
melene kuta ka Shoto
kuti melene

Anno shanka uanen

%

baaba yo jaaliki ashuko
%

irun ka luue

sk

Anno shinka duumen

*

cucunte lemia Mago

*

kapaiya geeso arge uuhen
kamereshe taiki

%

karkaro muwa ka takinta
muwa ka iiren

ka shuwabiaa waha

*

Abile jaal ke luue

sk

melene alie galima

Gaya beela

*

karkaro iire kuunia
karkaro ka kuujia waha
E3

Abile shinka uanen
Anno koogo iiwone kuyee
%

aboyo shinka duumen
kamereshe uunu

%

Abile irun ka luue

alie galima iiwone kuyee

*

MAHI TS MmAHHI TS
WM THBIE >~ PDBHD
mAFR T2

7 V2T 5 TS

*

bl LOREA FRTAZRT
*

Yy ¥ oB

*

TV IR e oT A

%

rxfebll wEREEY LT
%

v a bRBVEDTHDT Thhki
A A ThAE MAELSD

*
Anred it KA I
K2 B &

Mzt A WhTLES
%k

TEUVILE Fo~Afflicd Vo¥FrrdhoT
%k

HY AT E WOLMBHITLS
HTYDEBRED

%

HANH DKL B &

Mz lo~2d WHRTLES

%

7EWVIE kAo TwA
TVvI/DULWEA BRHED

%k

7V ORLEA b fchio T3
T XAWLS T M

£ 3

TEVIRY » F¥ ik
HY=~T-T Bi#s

%



BE BERax=/7OREF VA

1; alima

2, #SEE

3, 1989-10-16
4;H5H T OREXEET HH

skNawara inna baisa Keke

Nawara inna baisa
*

nukunsa uuma

%k

korco sal

surgin baino sal

o

J—

F7 S ORIALY DA

>V IORIAL A

*

rrORORIYL kavEVERBRODODLS
*

2 VF g DR

Lokt

NB. 1. "M 434 55T, BNOREBHETFORBOZE, Y7 &7 7 513ki@T, 777

DR, BEIZ, b

\DORFEELTCa= ORI LS BET 5,

A == @) = A

Mudo

Mura (Calamai)

A

ob—n A

Nagadi Nawara Keke Apaiyo
2. ZOXREILHFERLBRIES,
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EYREFEYEFERSE 17515
91.

P ; alima

I HEEY S

! 3;1989-10-16 §

L4 BB S ORBEET MK, |
%k Zuki bojaale muda kA*i2 BofEboTW3D
Zuki nia ka Nyogole RAFiE =3 TVvOE
% %
karkaro muwa ka takinta AnhedRiL KR
% %
muda kutaa ka cakinen Boghr = mvy £530
* *
Zuki dambi ka garci P RPN |
%k *
waadan kira laudishiyaa wielkesrt fHEoRr FBRIRZRW
%k %
Nyogole karcin ke kuwada =2 TV F=AXLbvie bR TLE 73
% %
NB. 1. #2422 3HAS5ET, 0BCA%XTADE, BEEOHBE HYEERT S,

2. FAFEHTOHMEDDEDT, ZZOHFOAMCEIEERFRYE, LIrEb
Sl b I ARDB LA TRELLRT V5,
3. =g TUIEMDT, 22 /DBrIM 7 TYBRAEZ ENRD B,
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L2 h 55
i 3;1989-10-16

VA BB I SDEANTREDFTVBRFHY (V-5 ) BEK-71d D,

naano eepa boode

naano eepa boode

solaa no aapa hasa kaisai
kono Adegamba gaino
kono Adegamba gaino
waadaka keeda roobai
kono Adegamba gaino
kono Bordimba gaino
washe dui kiani mati korente
hing a o dambi ka garci
hing a o dambi ka garci
waadaka keeda roobai
Adimamba gaino

kono Adimamba gaino
solaa no aapa hasa kaisai
kono Campamba gaino
kono Campamba gaino
waadaka kieda roobai

yah waiya solaa no aapa sa kaisai

yah waiya solaa no aapa sa kaisai

________________________________________________________

A7 ETNEA BT

A7 FULNEA VL T
V=5—DXT BEZORXFARTKRS
TFHORLEALD HOEAVRD
TFHORIAD BHOKIZLRD
SERCIEDE ThilXs
TFHDRLEAD HOHHiY
RVTF 4 DLIAD HDV—F—
HopCE Lt Bk ?
FhixlcAte FrFoitbbl
FhidicAts FrFoitbbl
FEhRILBE XD
TF4=DRIAD HOHY
T7F4TDRXEAD DY —F—
FUVDODRT BEXDOBRXLAARED
F oy VRADRXIALEDTFTWDE SHOHiD
F o VADRIALDFTCND SOV —F—
LEhREBE X<KB

TV ODRT BEXOHRFARLKES

F0D¥T BELZORBRFALKD
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2; 7% :
3 ; 1989-10-16 |
4; 2= 7 DEMB L7 F 2 ViR TS T b D, |

BEURESBOETARE 17515

skndabaigena pee no ndabaigena

naano maaber gantu pee no

kitoro ka yambo
ndabaigena

(BRI L)

ik -1 DpHBETAH

%k %

kuchur gaba pee no 7FaMI HHBOIBETH

%k *

parangi ta Kieda pee no ABAe=F1D1H

L3 3k

parangi ta Masuuta pee no BA=Y FD+H

3 %k

pee no maale gantu =VvDXHT WHEOIBLEIAH
* *

Anjelammba naano pee no TV =FDRIA TErOLH
% *

naano milisha gantu pee no TEeRHNLBORETH LA
* *

Anjelamba naano loba pee no TVve25DREA BVWER
%k *

naano gaba gantu pee no i HBOBBEZA

K *k

kidadikinai nyorot BL2TBh

T VRN R

NB. 1. e=gBIV0~Y IR EEDO%,
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BE BERRz=Z0REFvAR

96.

1; alima
{2,988, a=/E
! 3;1989-10-16

24355ﬁ50%®X?V§X%m%T6%0

skyeh yah
kuyano Dila gaino

bojaare gooba

kuyano Lotolumoi Dila gaino
kuyano

*

kuyano jinka sa marfen
kuntsaino kuyano

%

kuyano Kaarimba Dila gaino
kuyano

k3

kuyano jinka sa marfen
tunsaino kuyano

%k

*f = Y-
HlNTKE T475050
H TS THEL LS

SN TKE F4503p0

B hAESLSDHD

*

CVYHDOEIT FRELLIS>EB-TH
B<T $trrhTLEs

k

A=V —DRIAT 4 7DD
S hTKEY

*®

oV ADEN Bkt oTLES

*
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skha natum kola
inta Bailamo yeh yah

Suran imba aada kai tinte
%

Ceela naano gonde kai tinte
%

Yaraikuwan korimi sa Girjo -

Shardombane

*

suri arusoono gonde
Surare yaaka

*

uure imba gonde apo damo
3

9

EREFBYETERE

__________________________________

kX HoEh
biliz ~M15=

ASDREA REAL WETHLD
%k

F2—SOFH BALEEZ WETFHL0
*

Y3429 vDER Frvg

Bz v et FDOREA

*

ARVER T AT V

S5 EREDE

%k
FRORAIGECHC A TRy VI
*

17%1%



BE SOE=2=70%KLF VA

1 ; hiyari-ka-sherien ¥3 X O° hiyari-ka-kuwamin ' '
2, 458

3; 1989-10-16

4; 7Y FDLS5TERSTEOT, HDLDHB L5,

kha dunka laile * (Fok7A L)

golombo kaaran itsainani TAFFEN RAERR-TWAS

* *

dabi detsi muulo ucainani FTOYr /i3 RMBEDOKEDATNWS
* ' *

tsifa gartinka kaaran eemainani ADEHE BT 7AvFRAaAR LT3
* *

adara duka gooya utainani WxzzT BEELT RMATTL

* *

kaarana kaaran itsainani BERTARXTW5

* *

borkoto gooya utainani AN MURZIEZT TAHFRRBATTL
* *

dabi detsi muulo kumainani HEDOr /13 RMBEADKERA TS
* _ *

waki detsi muulon kumainani Ry TZyer—% RILBEROKEXEKATHS
* %k

borkoto duka utainani Ara by 2T RATHL

* *

golombo kaaran emainani TAYFIRE B LoTw3b

* *



i 1; hiyari-ka-kuwamin
{25 2=E, AVrE
! 3;1989-10-16

Ay 2 OREEAS A ETEL S ERKS RO, |

skyee dande dokamande

imite jinka bulaino kuururu

* .

Aloru geyano teedino kuururu

*

Walaru geyano teedino kuururu

sk

goba gobite jinka bulaino kuururu
*

Warsha beela kuururu kuururu

*

imite maji bulaino kuururu

%

goba gobite aruba-minci kalte kuururu
%k

imite marile utaino kuururu

%k

imite japan yeskaino kuururu

BEYREFBYENARSE 17815

...........................

Xk Fh=vFORERT

YR OVLE 72oAn

*

7 erDFINEL 29 AL

*

TISADEINEL 9N

*

DOWT DBWT ovakeEl X 729rn
*

TNV eDELEL 2900 790

*

=2 FTCOU X 2oan

*

OONWT DWT AR IVvFIA 290
*

=DV EES X s

*

BRrEElX zoan

N.B. 1.

VAR F 2 L DILFR 30 km B BHHT,

2. =7 F 2 ADIEHR 100 km 2 BHET,
TR VLI F 2 AHBEFTH 300km b BE], [HY 4 =7 » (Gamo-Gofa)

S oo MR,

4, =Y UIXZ7F 2 ADEHF 100km T, FH% o FOALEIMELHH,



