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Ethnic Groups in Border Regions of China in Historical Times:
An Appraisal of “Kultur und Siedlung der Randvélker Chinas”
by Wolfram Eberhard.

Part II: Ethnic Groups in Southern Regions

Taryo OBAYASHI

Kultur und Siedlung der Randvéiker Chinas by Eberhard is a classic
in the historical ethnology of China, in which he put together a great
amount of material and analysed and classified ethnic groups in the
border regions of China in historical times. Peoples in the border
regions of the south were classified by him into 11 categories: (1) the
Chuang peoples, (2) the Yao peoples, (3) the Li peoples, (4) the Kelao
peoples, (5) the Liao peoples, (6) the Miao peoples, (7) the Pa peoples,
(8) the Paiman peoples, (9) the Tan peoples, (10) the Yiieh peoples, and
(11) other peoples. In addition to these, two other categories from
among the ethnic groups of the western border regions, i.e. (1) the Fan
peoples and (2) the Wuman peoples, should be taken into consideration
in the discussion of his conception of the ethnic and cultural history of
southern China.

Each category of southern peoples represents a culture complex,
characterized by a series of culture features, among others the type of
subsistence economy. Eberhard recognizes the Yao peoples with swid-
den cultivation, and the Chuang peoples, equivalent to the Tai culture
of his Lokalkulturen, with rice cultivation in wet fields, as two major and
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fundamental categories, while most of the others, excepting perhaps the
Liao, according to him, are either derivatives from these two fundamen-
tal ones or later developments resulting from a mixture of one or both of
these major ones with each other or some others. This theory seems to
be sound in the main. He includes with foresight the Yiieh and the Pa in
his research on the southern peoples.

In spite of these merits, the volume contains some shortcomings
and views hard to accept. He often relies not on primary sources but on
secondary compilatory works for the material. He treats the Yao and
the Miao separately, without paying due attention to the fact that both
belong to the same family linguistically. Generally speaking,
Eberhard’s hypotheses concerning the linguistic position of each
category are weakly founded, and sometimes quite disputable, such as
the supposition that the Yao and the Yiieh are Austronesian speakers
and the Liao Austroasian speakers.

He gives no serious consideration to interethnic relations between
the Han Chinese and the border peoples. He also underestimates the
changes which took place in the ways of life of the peoples through the
ages, particularly the change from swidden cultivation to wet rice
agriculture among many peoples in the south during the period from the
Tang through the Sung ages.

Eberhard’s investigation certainly has a series of points open to
criticism, yet it retains its position as a classic in the ethnic and cultural
history of China, with its wealth of information and, last but not least,
numerous insights and suggestions for further research.
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CAE L ERINILCTERD I + A E S IDEB e E I D THB, =—~—
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BED § » AEOBEMIIL, 1OoTIIV-bOBBIEA TV, BIRIEHRESE
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e e, RURKYR I v AL WI BRI~ 3 v ABEDOEOTHIL, B
DEIDEEHINICD LR UL BUWHENICE EIRIDTH D, BXLTEEX
LT, #¥y PERFBEBL TV, ZOF, FMHERIL I » AL Bbh
B, bLEAD I v ABECOWTHRD BRI DL, W onofETIE, &
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g. EERE
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TN bEE LR X B E Y » AULDOEE M- 7,
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[EBERHARD 1942a:331-341], E DHFEBIA TV BT &, FLMRLEMI S E
NTWBZ LRERBLTET S,

CRBITREI—FIPEAC L > TRERKEE LTELDLRIEIDTH Y, —
X hOBHERKEDOE CER, ThblBLLBEUDENRD > BV
RETHD, hbdiiaiaRORETH 6 Hitr bERCE -T2, ERKY D
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ThaHEThiE, COIBEIIRIDE, SHOEFBOHEESVTTH-1AD
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2EELTREHISDIL v+ 4B LI TH D, BROFERAYAELL, Tha
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BHAREREC DV TD = — S = b + OB BT B ey, BAREHIE
HREELTELDRERERRBET TIARTED TH D, LRSI TGS LS
RELLTELEDNEFNy b=EABRERED—HLILIER LI TXE b,
ThizsF 1,y P =Y A REREDO—RIBEEFE,  LeEREECOABEL Y
ALTCENLTHD, FTREHUEEREDS b, b0 X 5 CEBHERER I + A
HRHER I, HOELTEIFN,y b=EAREELLOBENK T hofe b
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= =S - P BEFDRERER, (g) X#EEE, (h) BAF~y MK, (1)
BEHRE, (j) H#HEEK, (k) ZOMMOBEEERECH T2, o THECL
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ThbEE, TRTCSBEOBME L, KBEOAERCELR, |ERZEAERR
BHR TV D, =— = DEL TR, RRUBTCRZhbEEOFEE T, B
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BEE LD TH D, & DEEMLOBRO—2OIER BHL) 25802 ~TEY (W
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Bz Ewles,
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ZERTILB,

BEEC A ERILOBEEIE, 2y, EarbERY~TREMCTHRL, ¥
el kBN (A OB~ T M > CEENCESES, AR DR
B L, RRCAL->TED TR - D EHEAAED, SHLELEHE LT
Vo B BLERARLBIHEN DD TH B,

FARLBIZ Z OHIBOBCOWTOBEN DD LB ic - THEKEE
LTRbhBHLTH b,

Balhh, FLOVTOTNTORBIAREBET, BV, BATLLHLT
RCDOBRED T, FRITHM EBPOELARDOTH LRI T3, ZOHEE
R — VLD ERERTHD, BO—OORMIFIDLZATEHE (rRr)
FEEFiih, BRCE LI, ThRXIhxE 2485 &, BREELBBT,
LAYRAHEDF <y + REEKE TS [EBERHARD 1942a: 137-138],
BoXbax#Ez ey, BREAR, AROHBE L, BEMRLE,
AL FE L —FK L TR D, BOFERLG LB L Tixleb sy,
ZThTRBEOMLE LT, FDLO5HZENELBMEVS L, ILHESE (FGH),
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), BHE (BR) BELHE GFE) <h-T, AELBEY I +AHEDLIAHTY
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RiCESEA R Lo o & &8 LT\ 5 [EBERHARD 1942a: 174],

b. SEHERE

= —R—r L VIEERREL LT, KDOERE (B, EELRLLDLET)
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BHE, W, RHl, SHA R, R RE 8 BE 24 AR B4
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REHE LA D VAW ALHEERIR/E LR TV B,
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flliziz L A LEF LR TR, Thbik MUl KB W THLERLLRI D
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Vo B BARHRE] Tk, 8%, &£, F#H, WEULcbl 3 —#HOERH
EFLR TV B,

T 2ib] OBSLIZRFITIDBT9E TD 9 RFILEA TV B, 2% HHRM,
BB, #%, WEE, B85S RGUM, BARLE, &, B T»H?5 [EBERHARD
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LR IRTBIITHTH S, I LA EBHREL 37 bidEL,
DIRRI, 3y PR E S > TVl 5 THBEMD, BERKE —RICH Y Hb
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HERL VA, BYBEELEHIN D013, AP HEEYHROFEEK (mFH)
THHH, FEARIOREVIFE2E, BELL YAFUNOTELEL T\
ERbRAMMOBCHH TV 5, — DX OBWETH Y, b5 —2IEFE (p
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L # 2 7- [PULLEYBLANK 1983:422], SEEERL D HbF T, R L5 b
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LB LHMAREOEST L - T, ZOREIIH LUV EREE LR L1 AR,
Hrz ot b - T\ %,

FEOTAOREC I T, =—— L OFENRBRILDSDTHS Z L1k
TER LB, ZORYBET LD HEIEDFREE L LhARFLBRE
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227-252] VIR E LT LR EY, ¥V VERK, VHERE, 7y 7+#R

491



EYREFEMETESRS 20535

B, Vv AERE ABEREEVS L3 CESRST, BB ot, FTOF
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DLhEREE, HAL0FERIER»LBRCES LEZ LTV BLT
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Album Hahn: Miao-tse-Album. LR~V v I. Hahn i (= F e 74 b + ~— VDD
Ida Hahn %>?) AP L CWAFRETT + A +0X&,
Album 1. D. 8756: Miao-tse-Album. 1V v EBE¥EWHETR CHBETT A 0 &,
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Album O. As. 6979. BEHEREDT VAAT, 54 75, v RESEHHEFTE CPEH,
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Gotha-Album: Miao-tse-Album. = — % ORI B 500 C OB IBWETE. ABIT
Chiu [1937] &84 [EBERHARD 1942a: 494],
54 7%y v REEBYHETEROERD (3 v 4 - 74 24), FZIE Eberhard [1940] &
B [EBERHARD 1942a: 500],
THbDo
CRHDTAANE, BECERIhL: TBENG] PABCE L TEHREK) OHT
HHH, EARFREKCLS7 4 2ROMED X 5 [Sasakr 1993], HEfiRc X B hb
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Vo AL EF 7 vHLDOTH Y BER L, JEOXLESTHHZ & xEH LD
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REWEThIcX 5 [#H3h 1984:214], FEEREOFOCHIEILTE D, FLw
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D% DEREEC XAuX, BN, BN, FMNETEOFBREN & SMNLIFE (S omIIER
, YWBAlES IOBRAEEILLBRR) 12, b & ERE, B8, thrRBEEE
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BN, RERETHL, TOEREPFECRAC L, $dbbEZEIFR K
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BEXYRL, FABAXED, FBREBELLHT, HAXKEEE L, Br AR

LED, B ES ],

TOXS RIS LRI OEEDOF TRAD S O ER L BIRT, Licdis
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BRI LEXAC LuE, RRo%FgkT, ik - BBRYEL TV, SHEARK X
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AT B,

DX RAEELTTChRLENAZ VY, REASAEBILER b e, ¥
TEROBERSAFTD e 2 &3, BRE L LTOABOMEY B HBEHR T T %,

497



EVREFSYERRRE 20535

FBABHNERERORY BT, I ++#EREE YABERKEYA—F KO
LHLTIEME OB, I+ A=V AL LTE LDHBRATH I o o DI,
R —2DORATHZ, TCHRYBEREVVEL TCRATEHCLHELD 5,
B0 X5 @D BKE LY EILDOFICED D LLETH A 5, —i
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