FHhIELUhI V)

B EESZEEZRIyEE NS National Museum of Ethnolo

The Topology of Dream Narratives : Narratives by
Spirit Mediums among the Bedamuni, Papua New

Guinea

S5 jpn

HARE:

~EH: 2010-02-16

F—7—FK (Ja):

*—7— K (En):

ERE: ¥, 35

X—=ILT7 KL R:

Firi&:
https://doi.org/10.15021/00004127




B FEE Y OFE

ZRE D DAL

AT T =2 —F=7, NFL=DEHIC L BFE)—

" B 5

The Topology of Dream Narratives:
Narratives by Spirit Mediums among the Bedamuni, Papua New Guinea

Isao Hayashi
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Spirit mediums of the Bedamuni, one of the linguistic groups in
Papua New Guinea, narrate their own dreams at the beginning of the
rainy season each year. This type of dream narrative, gala, circulates ex-
tensively with some variations among the people. One of characteristics
of gala is that no land name, except ones indicating topographic
features, is referred to in the narratives. In contrast to medium’s songs
and recountings during seances, as well as the other personal dream nar-
ratives, gala does not lead the people in a group to associate its contents
with their social life or to interpret the significance of the dream ex-
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perience. By examining some gala narratives with reference to their
dream theory and cosmology, I demonstrate that the omission of land
names makes the narratives points of reference for individuals to under-
stand personal experiences which are rarely discussed with others.
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