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People in the West were surprised when they recognized, after the
collapse of communist regimes, the fact that nationalism and Christi-
anity, intermingling with each other, had had a strong influence on East
European societies. But in fact nationalism had been strong even under
socialist societies. Romania is not exceptional. Under the communist
regime, the state ideology tended to emphasize the national representa-
tion and its discourse. Although Marxism-Leninism insisted on athe-
ism, Christianity could coexist with it in Romania as long as it was
supportive. This means that both socialism and Christianity empha-
sized the ethnic consciousness in Romanian society. As a result, con-
tradictory ideologies, such as Christianity and socialism actually sup-
ported each other through nationalism.

In this paper, I explain how such contradictory ideologies could
have coexisted in Romanian society by focusing on the communist par-
ty’s manipulation of national representations and its effects in economic
and political crisis. The clergy and intellectuals were utilized for
legitimizing socialist ideology and they were not so resistant. The reason
the communist party carried out this manipulation was that nationalism
and Christianity had been so influential in Romanian society. Although
at the beginning of the communist regime, the communist party, obeying
Stalinism, suppressed national ideas, it chose an independent policy
from the USSR after de-Stalinization and decided to revive nationalism
as an alternative ideology for rule. The Church was useful for the same
purpose, too. While the communist party tried to put the clergy and
intellectuals under its control, they did not just acquiesce but reacted
strategically to this. The clergy tried to strengthen their power by
positioning Christianity at the center of the national tradition. The
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intellectuals opposed the hegemony of the communist party by leading
nationalistic discourse. On the other hand, the masses also reacted
strategically according to their needs. Their survival strategy in
everyday life weakened the rule of the centralized government. Besides,
the oil shock prevented the economic plan from achieving its goals. The
economic crisis deprived the socialist ideology of the credibility of the
people. The communist party became more depéndent on the national
ideology for integrating people into the socialist state.
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