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The aim of this short report is to review the Australian Census from
the “General Muster” of the colonial era to the 1996 Census. Toward
this aim, I divide Census history into two periods. The first is from 1790
to 1901, which included a population survey by the colonial government.
However, when the Australian Federal Government was established in
1901, the Census still used the population survey system of the colonial
era. The second period is from 1911 to 1996, during which the “Census
and Statistics Act 1905” (Cth) was current, under which the “Com-
monwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics” was set up. This does not
mean that the first national Census year in Australia was 1905: it was
1911. I have some comments on how the Census counted indigenous
people in each period.

I found that the Australian Census focussed on national population
size, race components and indigenous population. This trend continues
in the contemporary situation of Australian society, but the biological
concept of “Race” has changed to “Ethnicity” in the Census categories,
the ideology of the Australian Acts, and in the bureaucracy.

In the last part of this paper I report on the “Indigenous Enumera-
tion Strategy” for the 1991 and 1996 Censuses, and the “National
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Survey” in 1994. These two
strategies might cause a new trend in national surveys or Censuses in the
country, as a result of which, in the near future, indigenous people will
be affected by a new bureaucratic situation regarding national surveys in

Australia.
1 UK 4 19964+ v & & [REREFTIRME |
2 VY ADESR Indigenous Enumeration Strategy
2.1 HMEMoOADHEEL €A 5 FEDIRMZT
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i, RS, MR, BRKOT7ARY CF L ARERZ TN el WO EENRD S,
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OO FGFIL, FORDOEVFAARETHICEE THRAIRLZ ERIg o1, 2
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Eiehots, LinL, 2146330 [ARE] BT 5HEMTi, Q-7 <A, ©
g—u, SALUAOHEEILOAE, @~ —7 - 7= AP THIEOD ABEHIC
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the Advancement of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders D% + v X — V% 5},
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MOBEL b Xieh -7z (B. Attwood and A. Markus 1998), %3t 19714E £ 76
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1 DIV E DT B, AER 1 ORFEEA)

1. 2—m , A 2. THY U= 3. P VARKGERR
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el E3TTCRBRICERYTHE, ThEEDHT, ZOwv+ ALK, TAREL
(MOBEE] »LHCRERC S L3 BEEYRKCTHI5b, Lorl, 20
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BEINIDTH 5,
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CENSUS MANAGEMENT UNIT

State Indigenous Manager
Other CMU Staff

[

|
Census Field Officer

. Field Manager
Assistant
Censu§ Field Asslstant Indlgenous L T AT
Officer Collector Assistant ‘
. 1
. Field Interpreter Group Leader Reserve Group Leader

Community

Coordinator

|
(" Indi \ Special Urban Reserve
— Igtéfsine(::r Collector Collector Collector Collector

e
I:—__] Group 1 Employees Collection staff emploved under Census and Statistics Act
C:D Group 2 Employees CMU staff employed under Public Service Act

B1 w9 20f#EER (Indigenous Enumeration Strategy. 6 August 1996 i X %)
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WRAEEBE CHIEBERER, 23 2=7 4 LOBRYE—OEBETS2 3 o
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Ti3H 18300077 FASHIC b B#ET 5, o THIABTHC AR ETHAKIIE, /AR
HEELbhi0b THINL S,

964E v AL, LLED X 5 7cthHl LEIEO L & TERI AT, 2OV AT
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Personal Form

Mark one box for each question, like this (=),

6 What s this person’s present marital status?
() Never marricd

( ) Widowed

( ) Divorced

() Separated but not divorced
() Marned

7T What is this person's usual address?

¢ 'Usual’ address is that address at which the person has
lived or intends to live for a total of 6 months or more in
1996.

« For persons who now have no usual address, write 'no
usual address'.

« For boarders at boarding school or college, give address
at boarding school or college.

() The address shown on the front of this form

() Elsewhere in Australia -— please specify address
Street number and name

Suburb, rural locality or town

State/Territory Postcode

[

() Other country

10 Is this person of Aboriginal or Torres
Strait [slander origin?
* For persons of both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
origin, mark both 'Yes' boxes.
( )No
{ ) Yes, Aboriginal
('} Yes, Torres Strait Islander

11 What is this person’s religious
denomination?
* Answering this question is OPTIONAL.
« If no religion, mark last box.

) Catholic

) Anglican (Church of England)

) Uniting Church

) Presbyterian

) Greek Orthodox

) Baptist

) Lutheran

) Other — please specify

15 In which country was this person's
father born?

( ) Australia

() England

() Scotland

() Italy

( ) Greece

() New Zealand

() The Netheriands

() Other — please specify

{

I

) No religion

8 What was this person's usual address one
year ago (at 6 August 1995)?
« if the person is less than one year old, leave blank
* For persons who had no usual address on 6 August 1995,
give the address at which they were then living.

() Same as in question 7

() Elsewhere in Australia — please specify address
Street number and name

L

Suburb. rural locality or town

State/Territory Postcode

() Other country

12 Is this person an Australian citizen?

() Yes, Australian citizen
¢ )No

16 1In which country was this person's
mother born?

) Australia

) England

) Scotland

) Ttaly

) Greece

) New Zealand

) The Netheriands

) Other — please specify

13 In which country was this person born?

) Australia » Goto 15
( ) England

( ) Scotland

() Italy

( ) Greece

() New Zealand

() Viet Nam

() Other — please specify

17 Does this person speak a language
other than English at home?

* If more than one language, indicate the one that is
spoken most often.

) No, English only » Goto 19
) Yes, Italian

) Yes, Greek

) Yes, Cantonese

) Yes, Mandarin

) Yes, Arabic

) Yes, German

) Yes, other — please specify

L
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Special

Indigenous

Personal Form

Mark one box for each question, like this — .

10

Are you of Aboriginal or Torres Strait
Islander origin?

 For persons of both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

origin, mark both ‘Yes' boxes.
¢ )No
€ ) Yes, Abariginal
€ ) Yes, Torres Strait Islander

16 Do you go to school, TAFE or university?

« Include school of the air, external or correspondence
students.

( )No » Gotol8
() Yes, full-time student
() Yes, part-time student

11

Was your father born in Australia?

€ ) Yes, Australia
( ) No, other country — please write country

|

Was your mother born in Australia?

( ) Yes, Australia
( ) No, other country — please write country

l

13

Do you speak an Aboriginal or Torres
Strait Islander language at home?

 If Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander language, please

give the name of the language.

* If more than one language, indicate the one that is spoken

most often.

() No, speaks only English ™ Goto15
() Yes — please write language

l

14

How well do you speak English?

¢ Interviewer may decide to answer this question.

} Very well
) Well

) Not well
) Not at alt

17 What type of school or place of education do
you go to?

* Include school of the air, externai or correspondence
students.

() Pre-school

Infants/Primary school
() Government
{ ) Catholic
() Other Non-Government

Secondary school
( ) Government
( ) Catholic
() Other Non-Government

Tertiary institution

hnical or further
(including TAFE Colleges)

() University or other higher educational
institution

{ ) Other educational institution

18 Only continue for persons
aged 15 years or more

15

What is your religion?
® Answering this question is OPTIONAL.
* 1 no religion, mark last box.

) Catholic

) Anglican (Church of England)
) Uniting Church

} Presbyterian

) Baptist

) Lutheran

) Traditional beliefs

} Other — please specify

l

¢ ) No religion

]

HH2

19 How old were you when you left primary or
secondary school?
« For persons who returned afier a break to complete their
schooling, mark the age at which they last left school.
+ [f they did not go to secondary school, mark the age at
which they lefi primary school.
() Still at primary or secondary school
{ ) Did not go to school
() 14 years or younger
() 15 years
( )16 years
( )17 years
()18 years
()19 years or older
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Name of family

E 1 R S S

Special Indigenous Household Form

I

]

CENSUS
6 August 1996 L

Description of place

]

Community/outstation/location

Postcode

J

25% 3%

Rec. No. (RNO)

(I L]

CD Number

State

FMA

FGA

CD

List of all people who live here and visitors

Person
Number

NAME

* List people in family groups
* Include all children and babies

Sex
(tick box)

¢ Include all people who live here most of the time, but are away M

F

Age

How is this person
related to Person 1?
(Head of house)

Visitor?

Counted
somewhere;
else?

Head of house
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Mark one box for each question, like this (—).

How many registered cars were parked at
this place last night?

¢ Do not count motorbikes, motor scooters, tractors.

) None
} 1car
} 2 cars
} 3cars
) 4 cars or more

6 Who is the house rented from?

) Government Housing Authority

) Community or co-operative housing group
) Employer — government

) Employer — other

) Other

2 s this place a house?

(Interviewer to answer)

() No— shack, tent, caravan,
humpy, wiltja » No meore questions
on this form

() Yes

7 Was there any funiture in the house when
you moved in?

( ) Yes, fully furnished
() Yes, partly furnished
() No, unfurnished

3 How many bedrooms are there in this house?

) Nene

) 1 bedroom

) 2 bedrooms

) 3 bedrooms

) 4 bedrooms

) 5 bedrooms or more

_~—_~ e~~~

What is the total amount being paid for this
house each fortnight?

* Include rent and mortgage payments.
* Exclude electricity, repairs, council rates etc.
* If no payments, please mark 'NIL' box.

sL T 17 - (30

{ )NIL

per fortnight

Is this house being rented?

) No, owned P No more questions on this form

) No, being bought m No more questions on
this form

) Yes, rented ™ Goto 6
) No, being occupied rent-free » Goto 6
) No, other » No more questions on this form

BH 32

Community Co-ordinator/
CFO Use

Record
No. (RNO)

(0)}(o)[{e)
(N
(2))2)f(2)y
{3)(3)[(3)
(4)(4)/(4)
18))(5)[(5)
(8)[(6)[(6)
AT
(8)}(8)](8)
(8)](9)1{9)

Number of Personal Forms Completed

Males Females
) (0)
[SRI RN )
22y @2
31131 @3
4) 4)
€51 (5)
[:2] 6
(1) [§4]
[§:3 8
9) 9
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