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Temples and Iconography:
The Transformational Process in the Figurative Expressions at
Kuntur Wasi during the Formative Period in the Central Andes

Kinya Inokuchi
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This article examines the iconographical changes observed at the
Kuntur Wasi site of the Formative Period in the central Andes. In the
Copa Period at Kuntur Wasi, while some figurative expressions show
close resemblances to those of the preceding Kuntur Wasi Period in
themes and motifs, we can find complex transformations which add new
representations, replace a past iconographical element with another, and
soon. Not only the imitation or preservation of the achievements of the
past, showing a great interest in this, but also the creation of something
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new at the temple to meet social and cultural changes can be observed in
the constructions of ceremonial architecture as well as in the figurative
representations. I believe that the persistent work on the temple and its
“renovations” were indispensable for the existence of temples that
function as centers of social integration in the Formative Period.
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