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This paper aims to reveal technological and social changes in moderniza-
tion among coppersmith castes, by classifying various types of copper water
jugs (gagri) on the basis of their shapes, materials and production methods
as well as their manufacturers. The research is based on the data acquired
through field visits to copper vessel workshops in Western Nepal and the col-
lections in the National Museum of Ethnology, Osaka. First, | classified the
water jugs into type I, plain style (sada) and type Il, engraving style (busta)
by the presence of embossed decoration and the shape of the vessels. Then |
examined the differences in materials, which are divided distinctly into thick
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hand-melted copper disc and thin industry-made copper sheet or disc. In addi-
tion, the differences in production methods, which can be seen from the num-
ber of parts and the number and location of seams, were examined. Also, dif-
ferences in the manufacturers, the Parbate Hindu coppersmith caste (ramara)
or the Newal coppersmith caste (tamrakar) were considered. Horizontal forge
welding of three hammered parts, using thick hand-melted copper disc mate-
rial (II-1 on Table 3) requires the highest technical skill. This method pro-
duces heavy and durable water jugs. Today, however, this technique exists
only in a few workshops in Western Nepal, while light and cheap water jugs
made of many hammered parts with a number of seams, especially using ver-
tical forge welding of thin ready-made copper sheets (I-5 and 11-6) are very
popular in markets. Finally I discuss who makes these varieties of water jugs,
and why people began to prefer light and cheap water jugs to heavy dura-
ble ones. | also discuss how the technology and social-life of the coppersmith
castes have been influenced and transformed by this change in the taste of

consumers.
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