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Fumio Koizumi (1927-1983) is known for pioneering ethnomusicology
in Japan. His first book Nihon Dento Ongaku no Kenkyu (A Study on Japa-
nese Traditional Music, 1958) is one of his most important research outcomes
which throw light on the basic scale structure of Japanese traditional music.
This paper aims to examine his approach to Japanese traditional music and
argues that it characterizes his ethnomusicological research afterwards.

When Koizumi decided to pursue a career as a musicologist just after
the end of the Second World War, many Japanese intellectuals evaluated Jap-
anese traditional music as “feudal”, “irrational”, or “vulgar”. Demonstrating
this was a plan to eliminate the department of Japanese traditional music from
the Tokyo National University of Fine Arts and Music when it was founded
by uniting the Tokyo Academy of Music and Tokyo Academy of Arts in
1949. Toyotaka Komiya, then the director of Tokyo Academy of Music said
Japanese traditional music could not be a basis for the creation of New Japa-
nese music. Eishi Kikkawa, a researcher of Japanese music, argued that Japa-
nese traditional music had a peculiar value not inferior to Western music and
insisted on the establishment of the department. At last, they established the
department based on a resolution of the Diet. The discussion about the sig-
nificance of Japanese traditional music in the process of postwar rehabilitation
influenced Koizumi.

Koizumi, who had a liking for Western music from his childhood, began
to take an interest in Japanese traditional music after attending lectures given
by Kikkawa at Tokyo University. Koizumi chose Japanese folk music including
children’s songs as his object of research, to which Kikkawa did not pay much
attention. Koizumi thought folk music embodied a fundamental layer of Japa-
nese music, or the basic musicality of the Japanese which underlay many dif-
ferent genres of traditional music. He studied it with a method of comparative
musicology. He denied the then common approach which replaced the study
of music with that of its literary content and aimed for “objective” recognition
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of its tone system. This reflected his desire to grasp many different genres as
belonging to the same category of “music”. Furthermore, in order to overcome
the dichotomy between Western and Japanese music, he intended to take a third
perspective by comparing them with other music from around the world.

While the name of comparative musicology was replaced by ethnomusi-
cology in Western Europe and North America during the 1950°s and research-
ers came to emphasize the study of music in culture, Koizumi kept his basic
method of studying music by comparing various kinds of music of the world.
On the one hand he assumed Japanese traditional music reflects national char-
acteristics of the Japanese, on the other hand he believed we could understand
different kinds of music of the world on a common ground of “music”. This
attitude had continued to characterize his ethnomusicological research.
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