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A Case Study on Xiandao Language
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The Xiandao language is one of the newly discovered minor-
ity languages in China. It has very few speakers, and therefore can
be considered as a language in danger of extinction. We have chosen
Xiandao as a case study of an endangered language, mainly because
the causes of the decline and disappearance of the Xiandao language
are various, but ethnic group separation is the most important factor.
Only fifty years ago, some Xiandao people lost their native language
and came to use Chinese instead; others use the Jingpo language as
their main language, while their native language plays a secondary
role. The endangered language Xiandao experiences language contact
—bilingualism—language shift. The two movements accelerate lan-
guage shift. The Xiandao language belongs to the extremely endan-

gered type.
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