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Life World of Kampung Durian Tawar:
Hierarchy and Household among the Orang Asli, Malaysia

Toshihiro Nobuta
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It is said that there are three main ethnic groups in the Malay Peninsula
of Malaysia: the Malays, the Chinese and the Indians. In addition to these eth-
nic groups, various ethnic minority peoples live in the Malay Peninsula. One
of them is the Orang Asli. Many anthropologists have conducted research on
the Orang Asli so far. They described the “traditional” life world of the Orang
Asli in their ethnographies. However, the Orang Asli have experienced a dras-
tic change in recent years because of the intervention from the outer world: that
is, development and Islamization. It is said that the traditional life world of the
Orang Asli has rapidly disappeared in the process of “de-culturalization,”

The purpose of this article is to elucidate the life world of the Orang
Asli in the present situation, using the ethnographical data from my fieldwork
(1996-1998). The data in this article were obtained mainly by houschold sur-
vey. The data concerning household income are supplemented by the data con-
cerning earnings from rubber tapping and durian harvest.

In the first half part of this article, I will sketch the village history of
Durian Tawar to explicate the process of social stratification among villagers: a
differentiation between “upper people” and “lower people.” I will demonstrate
income disparities between them, using data from household survey and data
concerning earnings from rubber tapping and durian harvest.

The second half in this article presents detailed information on each house-
hold in numerical order as “Household Memorandum.” Having a difficulty in
conducting a complete analysis of “Household Memorandum,” 1 shall explain
a discovery process of rescarch topics. By drawing up “Houschold Memo-
randum,” I discovered various research topics; for example, differentiation of
occupation, logic of development, complicated kinship relationship, hybridity
and so on. Thus, it can be said that “Household Memorandum™ shows the pres-
ent life world of the Orang Asli.
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