FHhIELUhI V)

B EESZEEZRIyEE NS National Museum of Ethnolo

Floating Population and Acculturation of Urban
Nonnative Ethnic Minorities in the Pearl River

Delta

558 zho

HARE:

~EH: 2010-02-16

F—7—FK (Ja):

*—7— K (En):

tepE: 5§, &8, X, X%

A—=ILT7 RLR:

FiTI:
https://doi.org/10.15021/00003978




] 37 B e B R FE 05 30(4): 533-577 (2006)

BRIL =AM s DR R AR B -5 &

L= 571 N P

Floating Population and Acculturation of Urban Nonnative Ethnic Minorities
in the Pearl River Delta

Jianzhao Ma, Xiaoyi Chen

WILT VS EHEHEEOILRECH ), 301 - B (X) 2857 5. &
FARHESERIZ & b v, RS EMNZ PLe LT, EhICis 2 ahiEx
LT b o BASEIIAZ ) LAETEICHALBEL TWEL, 209
LEMEDVEREIEN 67 AN TH 5. KWz THWZERHE, RO S %
EHRWT, §XRTT74 =V RT—=2 1L bS58 09 a— RUOT VY

= MREIZEDS LD TH %, ﬁﬁd%%tfﬁﬂ%%t’,%ﬂ?»&%
HONRAFERIEORE) & AL 2 BIEOMELH T2 b0 TH b,

Kﬁnfi,ﬁ&r»&%ﬁ@%%@&&%_ik@@o@%ﬁﬁ%é:
ENG o7z 1) NOHIMOE L REHS, 2) £RIM, 3) 727 VIEF K
%C, TR KE I YA, N UR, YA IROMETH < RESAIR, 4) TR
Fal, [/NEAE] oz 5 A ki E Th 5.

%E?»&@%%@ﬁ&h@m@ X, BEWENE EBNERY D L. &
B, BUAMER & RFENERN D 5. BUAHIIZIE 1980 4F LI
%mkﬁﬁt%:ﬁM?émé%rw#ﬁ& VR S AL, AT HE Mg S
HHTNEFRALVHRBEO 2012, B3 REZRME L TWv 5, BIFIC
&, FIREFEATIGREFE N HEEE L, FEIOAH R AT X
5’&otoﬁa?w&%m®ﬁ% I PEEENFEELTCVLIEKRE 4 -

CE] M S AL, ERGEHRKEETELC0D, FRNMHECOES
Eli SRETTH LD, TN A RBERYE DD, Thbb, HILTIV
YT DBHADH A, HITOIBREES DK, KBS £ T 50
B, ABOMARD LI EHMICHEO N7 eI AFELE R ETH L,
KRIFFETH S % o 7200k, WA RIRE SR, BT, A

AR RIER W

Key Words : the Pearl River Delta (PRD); Urban Nonnative Ethnic Minorities (UNEM);
floating population features; acculturation

F-T—F RIS, HHICRDERE, ALREIORE, ST LEIS

533



534

[ R W A FE

HCTOBMIGHEDSGTEL, HLBOFEMPLEnrH S L) 2L THD,

WEHTOMIBIE, EEEPHILT VY HIHT) £ CEFEL TV I ENT
ELNEIPICEBRLTEY, BOTEELLOTH S, [ERP»SF 2T,
WRILT OV & ORI A &R TV A HEERIZIZ & ATRMEIROBBILAAE L 7
WS, ER - BMOMmEL LR TVLHEHEEBIE, BRLT VS HISOE OZ S 12
WSS %77 (AR TIZ, FREPROERIIESIESTH L, KR
WL T, REM RS Z RIS 208D 5 L &2, PRRIEOHEEMD
RIERE O B 5% F 1200 2 DANMIIE, BN CRIERNRGZ IS 2002
L &9 Lides, PHRRERESORED EREERORELEDL v, &
WO B WHEER L, WMOBE ALY THEE SET L), Ailklto
I VL OITH S ZREBAYIEIS S5 Lk, B EE 0% Il
FORMT Z2HBICENZNFEL, RBV—2OMRBIELZ L IED RV,
M T, FNH DS OMEEDIT) 2Y, BERPSRTOLHEERLY D
(E QY NN} Tuya b N =T

il EE T COBIGIRIT L, YR IR EGEE B OBILT IV 51281 5 GO Y
LTV D, BTV S HIICEET 2 €Y AD %2, EHN %25
B GEES) 274774714 % BRHTADVDA, — 5 CEROUSMHSIEIZ
NEET 2 D b5, BRI — V4 ISEIBT 2122o1C, BT
T ORI AV IBE SN TE Y, &R R A8 < L MERZz Vv — =
VAT LORIEERRET 5. HEMFROMW T, SRV BREEEER L, HE
WAL (R BEeFEcE2E70) ] o, [THHR] 25
]~ A R L T b, BRILTV Z T o BRI o T %
HEY, TOROEOHEERER L O EBMO N & L FEFICIEEZT S
CENTER G, XoT, FHMIWESIE, ZoRIENo EHRE L TARN
T5LZ IR D,

R IO WTHE 21E, YRR REO BB L FREML L, LXVvo
B IS OMBEDSEIET 50 BRILF IV & MR RO A E 4, R
&, HEBER CIIRELRENEZITTVE, AREBIELICEESR, B
ROHAWTRAH T NEAHTHRENZAEFRINEZEILLDOH D, £<
DOREFHEF LERE L TV LBBEICB W, b L FREICHET 2 201240
SRS L AE A BT TR A A L T\ D, BRILT IV & AT O RA
REOHIZIE, TTROFEN Y 7—%FNHI I ET250b 05, —hHT
RS 7LD T o L EETH L0, FHEMNY 7T—%2wR L~V )
TADYALIZHEATHEGLLIELTWDEIHDL WS, F72, BRI A
NOZEWE Y BBENTH DT, BHEOFIEFERENIFHELL TV
)74 OEFEFRICHEIE L TWEABbnb,

W, BIE, B E v =00y S OBISIKIL A RAMIZE 2 D L, Bk
LTV 5 OFLRVERIEICE, MTTEERES, MRoMTEMES, Ml
W L) ZDDRL 25 LRSS,

30% 4 5



Ty BRI =R SR D BRI B 5 38

Located in Guangdong, South China, the Pearl River Delta (PRD)
includes 13 cities, counties or districts. With the high-speed development
of the PRD economy, a prosperous city group with Guangzhou as its cen-
ter has come into being. A huge rural labor force, including about 670,000
urban nonnative ethnic minorities (UNEM), have swarmed into these cities
and lived in them for over half a year. Except for the references of this paper,
all materials were obtained by personal observation, deep interviews and
questionnaires during the field work period. Based on these materials, this
paper discusses the floating population and acculturation of these UNEM.

The researches show that there are four features of the floating popula-
tion of UNEM: their numbers increase at a surprising speed; many UNEM
float in groups; the Chuang nationality is the largest UNEM, followed by the
Tujia, Miao, Dong, and Yao nationalities; the spatial distribution of UNEM
takes on the patterns of “integrated” and “scattered groups”.

There are both objective and subjective reasons for the floating popu-
lation of UNEM. The objective reasons are mostly political and economic.
Politically, the government has gradually been canceling the management
pattern of urban-rural duality since the 1980s, and this policy provides
admission for rural and pastural minorities to urban areas. Economically, the
PRC has been shifting from a planned economy to a market economy, so that
rural and pastural labor can move freely. Compared to the rural and pastural
areas of “minority, borderland and poverty”, the PRD cities exhibit a large
“economic gap”. The most important subjective reason for migration is to
earn money, but there are many other reasons for the floating UNEM pop-
ulation, such as yearning for a rich and prosperous life, shortage of chances
for development at home, the psychology of following others, unwilling to be
earth-bound peasants like their ancestors, and so on.

The research finds that there are acculturations for UNEM in the three
dimensions of substance culture, system culture and spiritual culture, and that
acculturation takes on certain features and trends.

The acculturation to substance culture is extremely important for UNEM,
because it relates to the basic necessities of life. Workers from near the PRD
have no great problems with the climate, while workers from Yunnan and
Guizhou often feel very uncomfortable during the sweltering summer in
PRD. Different workers have different tastes, so it is difficult for enterprises
to solve such problems. Except in certain special situations emphasizing
ethnic features, minority workers are not willing to wear ethnic clothes, so
in corporations where there is no need to emphasize ethnic features apparel
is no any difference from Han nationality workers. Some workers make use
of favorable factors to reconstruct the insides of their houses according to
hometown styles, while others just have to adapt to what they get. UNEM
couples seldom sleep together, because they have to live in different houses
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provided by their respective bosses. As for transportation, the adaptability of
workers from middle sized or small cities is better than that of workers from
rural and pastural areas.

Acculturation on the system dimension reflects UNEM quality of life.
Some Mosuo people determinedly identify with their traditional visiting
marriage system, while others shift into the leading marriage patterns of PRD
cities. With gradual acclimation to the urban system and enterprise regulations,
UNEM discontent grows less; when some of them become leaders, they also
advocate or even make similar regulations. In social relationships, UNEM
experience a process of separation from the rural version of the “Differential
Mode of Association” towards the reconstruction of its urban version. UNEM
are not registered permanent residents of the PRD, so they cannot share in
national welfare such as education, medical treatment and so on. Therefore,
they are second-class citizens outside the welfare system.

As to the spiritual dimension of acculturation, there are different degrees
of acculturation problems for UNEM in terms of concepts and faith. In the
PRD, UNEM concepts of procreation, time and discipline have been changing
a lot; UNEM self-awareness increases little by little, and they have been
heading for that state of free and self-conscious subsistence possessed by
people in the modern society; gradually, they are obtaining the feelings of
tolerance and understanding needed for peaceful coexistence with others in
the multiethnic environment. Some UNEM stick to most aspects of their var-
ious primary religions and taboos, others adapt themselves to the dominant
culture and overcome their religious taboos, because life is more important
than religious observances; actively weakening their religious feelings, some
religious disciples are seasoned with the dominant life style, because secular
benefits are after all more realistic than pie in the sky.

Taking the entire acculturation situation of the three dimensions of
substance, system and spirit into consideration, UNEM in the PRD fall into
three groups: the “passing travelers” of cities, future citizens and “amphibian”
people living both in the PRD cities and in their rural hometowns.
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