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The purpose of this paper is to consider the social relationships of the
sheep herders. It focuses especially on the social formations of grazing camps
and the territorial relations among the herders, demonstrating how the forms
and memberships of the grazing camps change according to their flexible rela-
tionships.

Fieldwork was carried out among the sheep herders of East Nepal. They
engage in transhumance: the herders have their sedentary village, and some
household members engage in pastoralism apart from their family. Most
herders are male. They live together in their grazing camps, and share migra-
tion and grazing. The features of this way of life, as a result, are outlined in
the following three points.

1) The formation of grazing camps is not restricted by village, ethnic
group, or caste. The herders form grazing camps not only according to kin or
affinal relationships but also according to mutual relationships as colleagues.
In addition, large herd owners hire shepherds depending on herd size.

2) The relationships between herd owners and hired shepherds are unsta-
ble. Although large herd owners hire shepherds, there are problems with
demand. Sometimes they are forced to join with other owners because of the
scarcity of shepherds for hire.

3) The flexibility of the grazing camp affects herders’ relationships to
“their pastures”. Despite the existence of territory and privileged use among
the herders, others can access pastures by joint grazing with the privileged
users. Joint grazing is decided by negotiations among the herders concerned.
Furthermore, use-rights can be passed on when vacant territories appear due
to the retirement of privileged users. Such succession is not restricted to kin
or affinal relations.

The main feature of the herders’ social relationships is flexibility. There
are no permanent groups. The forms and memberships of grazing camps
change over time. Such a process makes it possible for herders’ social posi-
tions to change in the long run. It is possible for a hired herder to become the

owner and succeed to the usu-right under certain conditions.
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