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In this paper, I present a new perspective on the anthropology of aging.
Studies on the anthropology of aging usually view the aged only from the
perspective of “tradition”. However, the lifestyle of the aged is now becoming
more diverse with the influence of rapid modernization. I discuss how these
aged people maintain their social positions in a society which has undergone
drastic modernization.

To present the new perspective, I rethink social constructionism,and
claim that “the aged” as a category and the social role of the aged are social,
discoursive or historical constructions. Social constructionism has the theoret-
ical assumption that a given concept or category may be changed if “perfor-
mativity” breaks down. We need to examine the validity of this assumption in
detail.

The idea that the aged should know their own tradition is commonly
shared among the people on Aneityum Island, Southern Vanuatu. However,
some people are recognized as having little knowledge of tradition because
they have spent most of their lives outside Aneityum society. Generally speak-
ing, many of the aged have little knowledge of their tradition, that is to say
the performativity of the aged has already been compromised. However young
people hold them in great esteem. The only reason for this is just that they are
older. I point out that the reality of the aged firmly exists because “growing
old” is inevitable.
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HDEERTITRBW L2 LA N T DL, TNUE, BB 2 ik % 25 10k
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