FHhIELUhI V)

B EESZEEZRIyEE NS National Museum of Ethnolo

A Survey of Khunkhuree Sites in Mongolia and
Their Significance : A Basic Study on the
“Konggulie granary” of the Yuan Dynasty

558 jpn

HARE:

~FHH: 2010-02-16

*F—7—FK (Ja):

*—7— K (En):

1epkE: BA, e, 185, FE, Nk #=, T 7 ML, A
X—=ILT7 KL R:

Firi&:

https://doi.org/10.15021/00003924




] 37 B e M B T FE 05 33(4): 599-638 (2009)

EYINET T L BEHORL L ZOEE
— ot THLEZE ] &Rt —

FA iz s 1S F5RE o« - JNER  HE= %% - AL T2 7 P )L wEEx

A Survey of Khiinkhiiree Sites in Mongolia and Their Significance:
A Basic Study on the “Konggulie granary” of the Yuan Dynasty
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Not all areas of the Mongol plateau are rich in water and grass, vital for
nomads. Steep mountainous regions and arid terrain stretching for miles are
dotted with small parcels of land where nomads can survive. The territory of
the successive generations of nomadic states which established themselves
on the Mongol plateau may appear vast at first glance, but it should really
be considered as a collection of these small parcels. Not only nomadism, but
also farming and cottage industries were carried on in these restricted living
spaces. Probably the nomadic states were formed by organic bonding among
small areas as individual parcels became self-reliant or could provide what
another parcel lacked. If this is the case, then by analyzing aspects such as the
natural environment, productive strength and historical transformation within
each individual parcel, we should be able to throw light on the background to
the rise and fall of the nomadic states.

From this perspective, the authors investigated the Khiinkhiiree district
in Mongolia’s Ovorkhangai Prefecture. In an oasis in the Gobi region, there
are remains from the 13th—14th centuries which are also mentioned in written
records. This area is well-suited to an interdisciplinary approach by archaeol-
ogy, historical study and geography.

As a result, we discovered that the area was called Konggulie during
the period of the Mongol empire and was a farming area, utilizing abundant
underground water, which supplied provisions to Kharakhorum in the center
of the Mongol plateau. The area lay at the crossroads between the route which
cut through the Gobi desert from north to south and the route which ran east-
west across the Mongol plateau past the northern foothills of the Altai mountain
range. We show that as well as being a strategic point for traffic, the fact that
it was a stage for military attack and defense makes it an important area for
future research into the history of the rise and fall of the Mongol empire.
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