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The gaping abyss between feminism and religion:
Religious practice of women in a village in Upper Burma (Myanmar)

Yukako Tikuni
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As a research subject, religious women’s views and practices have
received little attention from either feminist studies, which criticize the male-
oriented nature of religion and avoid discussion of religious women or conser-
vative religious studies, which no more than marginally accept feminism. This
paper explores how the masculinity of religion may be confronted in order to
reduce friction between feminism and religious studies from the perspective
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of women, who practice Theravada Buddhism, in a village in Upper Burma
(Myanmar).

Despite remarkable male chauvinism in the Buddhist rituals, such as
the frequency of bows called gadaw, this study reveals that some women
think themselves superior to men in terms of merit making, as women take
on important religious roles at both the village and household levels. Other
women regard the frequency of bows not as demonstrating the religious infe-
riority of females but as a merit-making act and evidence of their devoutness.

Although a subtle case, such interpretations that women make about
gddaw indicate the possibility of change from within the male-oriented nature
of Buddhism. It is not doctrinal interpretation but the voices and practices of
women in religion that are important for bridging the gap between feminism
and religion.
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FHWIED T, WHOFHNEBERS BRI HBESMLEDREN 7 T — < &I
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B E BIIMRNT 5D = =D RS 50 NSRBI L B L, (LHEHPIC
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