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Japanese residents and reputational disaster in Phuket
after the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami
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As an impact of the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami, Phuket suffered from
a severe decline in tourism. In the disaster-stricken beach resorts of Thailand
the effects of the tsunami can be seen as a long-term socioeconomic phenom-
enon. The decrease in the number of tourists has brought about serious stag-
nation in the regional economy. The post-tsunami tourism decline is a com-
plex process involving risk-induced stigmatization of the region and histori-
cally embedded vulnerabilities in the local society. Based on qualitative field
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research intermittently conducted between February and December 2005, this
paper describes the process and mechanism of this secondary impact (the rep-
utational disaster) in Phuket. The main focus of this paper is to describe how
Japanese residents in Phuket coped with the reputational disaster from the per-
spective of risk as defined by N. Luhmann. The struggle of Japanese residents
against the reputational disaster can be understood as a cognitive and behav-
ioral movement of converting a danger to risks rather than the choice of risks
for attention as M. Douglas’s cultural theory of risk perception assumes.
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L RIE A Ee ey 34%3 7%

K2 FEBOBIREE (2004 07— v MESEE BN 10 A E)

[ 58 Gid 1H 2H 3H 4 H 5H 1 A-5 A&t
2004 25053 26,616 26,236 23991 17,136 119,032
INF 2005 3063 3515 9475 7,142 5470 28,665
(B4 E) 12% 13% 36% 30% 32% 24%
2004 16,159 14,108 14,951 28,601 21,955 95,774
PRI 2005 3,787 3488 5108 12,856 5,985 31,224
(RI4EIL) 23% 25% 34% 45% 27% 33%
2004 21,073 19,563 16,663 14,061 19,635 90,995
aiE 2005 496 758 1850 1559 1,779 6,442
(RI4E ) 2% 4% 11% 11% 9% 7%
2004 14,169 11,390 11,461 16,329 18,580 71,929
H 7 2005 1,908 1,363 2,705 5033 3,001 14,010
(RI4E L) 13% 12% 24% 31% 16% 19%
2004 4110 4257 7516 22,403 29,614 67,900
EORAS 2005 1,087 1,411 2,152 1,854 1,930 8,434
(RI4EIL) 26% 33% 29% 8% % 12%
2004 9,156 9,143 8,344 20,165 15,410 62,218
+—A RS 7 2005 1,644 1,175 2,836 6252 6,704 18,611
(RIT4E L) 18% 13% 34% 31% 44% 30%
2004 15433 11,696 14,901 9,604 9,633 61,267
A A 2005 2113 1,768 2,217 2,405 2,066 10,569
(RI4E L) 14% 15% 15% 25% 21% 17%
2004 12,195 10,967 12,672 14,429 10,061 60,324
2w r—5 2005 2,768 8223 9052 9,131 1,743 30,917
(RI4EIL) 23% 75% 71% 63% 17% 51%
2004 14,907 14,131 15303 8,158 7,198 59,697
457 2005 2039 1549 2720 1,622 949 8,879
(RIT4E L) 14% 11% 18% 20% 13% 15%
2004 11,922 11,431 11,440 7,024 7,303 49,120
VA 2005 4087 2184 2812 2340 1,714 13,137
(B4 E) 34% 19% 25% 33% 23% 27%
2004 144,177 133,302 139,487 164,765 156,525 738,256
10 # EF 2005 22,992 25434 40,927 50,194 31,341 170,888
(RI4EIL) 16% 19% 29% 30% 20% 23%

i TAT OFERTE TCICEH DR
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DEVWZ Lo ThoTEoBE% ). TH1Fr AL ETRIIZ2a—AbR5
%GB Lo HRADYZAIIWE, 17 HoTHRDTERIZ RIIHHSTHL 1 7
Ho ZLIBLARAL—FIZWHRL b TNTRELA GANGERST26, &Kk, 72
5N ETVEIST 2HICAFT 772 %% >T [2H 12 HIZ TAT 1100 AR B
DHARDHERRE ZHUE I 2], IHIRLREL T TDH 07201,
ERBBR RV, RETT X, IbRAD, LIESOMPBRAIENZEBE-TRosTWw
72D, FHherVTLE), o [BOLEDN] RoTL 55 KLKRAEDIZ, KT
CNBVAZLSL] —2 A TWICHW:, $2/5b YV EEEOKETH 2, HONH
WIXAEEEL, 7THORSTHEELZIRYERY, [MHHEI L oiz] TE&2MmHAL
P [T VT4 —JIZR5TL B ? BEHRHRIE? REONAT—X1E?
[(Fg] 2 A5 4 AOEMT 47 [Rik] £T, A XY MRE TRAME>T2T
Lio THAHT [BEN] H7VERT, GWHRELZ VG b BRATEIIND %
T, DRI —2, B =2 EVHIELTL 2 NS 4 AEIIHIT T, BOGIEE)
BB EBIZEEICED, #ERICHETI2HATORED <2, SIFANESD
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DEETH o7,

£3 20044 & 2005 FED 1 HE 2 HIZBU 5 HAABCE S
200441 H 200541 H HI4E

HAABOEE () s 9,710 376 387% *1
FAEr T (HEARDO R, ESAE) 1,514 395 26.10%  *2
Y= X — (HEARDOA, LA 1,841 82 4.45%  *3
Za—=n=7 - va— CRIERE 34,319 300 0.08%  *4

*] F—ry NARY T —F R —F —EE AN
RQRHERYA TV FFAE Y TSN

*3 Phuket Ecotourism Association #i-<

*4 Simon Cabaret Co., Ltd. F-X
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