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This paper explores the dialectal position of Lamdo Tibetan, a Tibetan di-
alect spoken in Langdu sub-village on the north eastern edge of Geza village,
Xianggelila County, Diging Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, Yunnan, China.
This small village is located closer to Daocheng County of Sichuan than any
other sub-village of Geza, and the Tibetan dialects of Daocheng and Geza be-
long to different groups, the former to nDappa, the latter to Sems-kyi-nyila.

This paper aims to clarify the dialectal position of the Lamdo dialect of
Khams Tibetan using a comparative method involving both comparison of
sound correspondences between spoken forms and Written Tibetan (WrT) in
multiple Tibetan dialects, and also word forms. In consideration of the geo-
graphical situation, the scope of the dialectal comparison covers the dialects
spoken around Langdu village, which can be divided into three main groups:
Sems-kyi-nyila, gTorwarong and nDappa.

The analysis shows that the Lamdo dialect genetically belongs to the Sems-
kyi-nyila group, because its lexical features are closer to the Sems-kyi-nyila
group, despite its sharing the features of the three dialectal groups on the point

of sound correspondences with WrT.
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