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This paper is an argument refuting two articles, one written by Mr.
Susumu Emori, the other by Mr. Toshikazu Sasaki. Both articles appear in
The Present and Future of Ainu Studies, the first volume of a series published
by Hokkaido University Center for Ainu and Indigenous Studies.

In these two articles, Mr. Emori and Mr. Sasaki criticize National
Museum of Ethnology, Osaka, Japan (Minpaku), and the attitude of its schol-
ars to their research and studies. Mr. Sasaki refers to the museum as “the
controlling power of ethnology and anthropology in Japan”. Their criticism
ignores how Minpaku and its scholars, including myself, have established a
relationship with the Ainu and the Northern indigenous people that is based
on trust; it also misinterprets how the museum has been promoting their activ-
ities. I have been engaged in the study of the Ainu and Northern ethnic cul-
tures for thirty years, ever since the opening of the museum. Thus I feel it is
my duty to correct their erroneous assertions, based on what appear to be mis-
conceptions and misunderstandings of the facts.

In this paper, I refute their criticism of Minpaku as an organization for
exhibiting artifacts and for studying and researching. At the same time, I note
my expectations for the newly established Hokkaido University Center for
Ainu and Indigenous Studies.

My argument proceeds as follows: (1) The criticism of Minpaku by Mr.
Emori and Mr. Sasaki, (2) The origin of Minpaku and its Ainu display, (3)
Minpaku’s policy for collecting materials, (4) Collecting Ainu cultural materi-
als, (5) The building and purchasing of the Santan (the Ulch) trading boat, (6)
Ainu Studies and the roles of scholars at Minpaku (7) Expectations for Hok-
kaido University Center for Ainu and Indigenous Studies, (8) Ethical guide-
lines for the Japanese Society of Cultural Anthropology (formerly the Japa-
nese Society of Ethnology).
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