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The Cases of Cannibalism in Contemporary Japan
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After a cremation, blood relatives gather and ingest some of the ash or
perform similar acts. Such a custom has been seen here and there in several
ares of Japan until recent years. But it has not been continued openly.

In this paper, I report recent cases of the custom obtained from various
informants and writings, and I consider their meanings. The main areas of
occurrence are as follows :

The southern area on Awajishima Island (Hyogo prefecture), Oshima
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Island (Ehime prefecture), the western area of Mikawa district (Aichi prefec-
ture), and Jtoigawa city (Niigata prefecture).

It may be felt abnormal to eat remains but it reflects the primitive
thought of absorbing the exceptional vital energies and abilities of the dead
who were especially long lived or respected persons. The act can express
regret too, as when a husband bites the ash of his lost wife.

I conclude that such cases of cannibalism exhibit natural human emotion.
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