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Tadao Umesao’s Sketch Materials from his Fieldwork in Inner Mongolia

Yuki Konagaya
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Tadao Umesao who devoted himself to founding the National Museum
of Ethnology in Japan and was its first director, undertook fieldwork in Inner
Mongolia during his youth, from 1944 to 1945. He left many files and docu-
ments and about 200 sketches, which are regarded as good materials for eth-
nography. In this report the author outlines this original material based on
joint international research and confirms its historical value for material cul-
ture studies from the point of view of presented day fieldwork.
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