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This paper explores the dialectal characteristics of mBalhag Tibetan, a
Tibetan dialect spoken in Bala Hamlet in the western area of Nixi Village,
Xianggelila County, Diging Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, Yunnan, China,
based on phonetic analysis with the traditional method of Tibetan dialectology.
Bala village is located at the foot of Mt. Balagezong in a deep valley, closer to
Deirong County of Sichuan than any other sub-villages in Nixi. According to
folk tradition, the inhabitants of this village came from today’s Batang County
around 1000 years ago, and remained isolated untill the start of recent tourism
development.

The author has always predicted that the mBalhag dialect would be found
to belong to the sDerong-nJol group of Khams Tibetan based on preliminary
research, thus necessitating further investigation according to the method of
Tibetan dialectology, including an exhaustive phonetic analysis of the mBalhag
dialect, a comparison between its sounds and Written Tibetan (WrT), and a
comparison of these results with the case of multiple Tibetan dialects belonging
to three groups: Sems-kyi-nyila, sDerong-nJol and Chaphreng.

The analysis shows that the mBalhag dialect genetically belongs to the
sDerong-nJol group, because it has sound correspondences with this group in

more basic vocabulary.
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1 LI

1.1 HBEMNOF Xy FERE

EAILE O —F, HEE [bDe-chenPi ik HIGNIEF Xy MEXFE L F o THAT
HHIORHIIC L7 5, ZOHIBIIT Xy N OIEHEIHIRX 55T H o EFEN S H
HOBERTLH ), RIS T 5 F Xy bEEH AF Ny FEOEMTH S LA
KRR SN TV D28, BATWIgE 2 38T 5 &, 2O TR L CEERER TN TW
- (BBEE - &% 1981; IRFJI1 1993; Zhang 1996 #5355 - #EF LT 20027 &),
ZZTHEFIBHHFALE LB L CHEEREZIEEL, TREHWTEIIER - HHHOF
BOBEDPS, iz )i5nEe#Rs (85K 2008b: 2009ac: Suzuki 2009, #7212k
Lk E OFL &9l L TRE LRI 21T - C & 72 (§57K 2008a: 2009bde: 2010bcd:
2011ab; 2012; &K - > =) - 4 E 2007; $5A - FHE i 2012; & o AL Suzuki
2012, MEMOH L F Ny MEOTAHEIE, BHEBIIBYTKROL)IZ%D (iR
FHEBIO [] FIEEER) o

FEXS  TFTHASEXS BUEHSH GEEINICHZ)
Sems-kyi-nyila rGyalthang (3], rGyalbde [53t],

it rGyalthang Yangthang f# )], skadgrag t4/H]
Nyishe [E 1], Thoteng [uT], Byagzhol [E#],

EHULIRACE Semzong |5 #H], Qidzong [H:5%], mBacug 2]
Melung Melung [E7E], mThachu $£53%], Zhollam [~J7%]
Phuri Phuri [% L]
Lamdo Lamdo fEAL]

sDerong-nJol Foshan i [L1], nJol [{&8X], ICagspel [E35]

fesfEsk  ERIIIRTEH  Tsharethong H5], sNyingthong [€.],
Sakar JiTE], Budy [E23t]
sPomtserag sPomtserag [I-#]

gYagrwa gYagrwa FEF7]
mBalhag mBalhag [E5i]
Chaphreng gTorwarong FHE], dBangshod 57K],
sy, 9TOMwarong Nagskeragf#&+7]

J/J\J:O)j:_f I: CiAfR+ K&*ﬁiﬁ@l&%‘&}: éﬂz) {) D 26%)1‘ E/J 4 A/Tj’f) V) 21_(*]_1
T mBalhaghiE DI, Phuri i EDOMEIZOWTHHTIET 4. &k, TOHH
FFRICOFEEA L 7y M GEE (T [H3C)) OMIBERICEDSWTITRbiT
Whe Tz, SHROMFRIZL > TEENMZ SN L WHERICERILETH 5,
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1.2 mBalhagh§%® > T

mBalhag /5 & |3 BN F A& B A7 [Sems kyi Nyi-zla] b ERIZA71E 3 % JEPE [Nyi-
shar]iﬁ[ﬁEﬁh[Ba Alhag] #7272 1 hH CTREE NS FETH Ho R ORI EE
AL, T LS5 H% % LCwaY . C oMz DR [Ba-lhag sKal-'dzom] #f
% & OEERERKEAO 720 ME L, TECRRRIC X 286 HE 2 %
T, BIEEEICIN LR Z o Tz b v )2, BHoEHIC L, ©
P OF RIEH 10004E 7T I BIE DI H BN ESFEAE P SBMAE L TE 2L wvw) 2
EThHY, EROETSHTHEEMNTHEEIND EOF Ry biEL O RAR L Z LTS
NTWb, TOX) RBERERLEHOFEIC L - T, BOGHIE L & ITFMHHAD
FER BB, TTICHEY:, Wy, NEY, RIEFOETHOWIEIThi
72EEI e 2R LN OREICET 2 MEEOHIIRATTH S,
EHDPREICEETH L0 E) AV IIHIHEE LTH, EMICb> T L8
Blldholzbw)Z Lk, TOLMOAEREEEZLIIH72oC, Bifi- FEHOD
Pa )R L CE A L F Ry MEHFEOHRTHOENLFHAE VD59, &
DFE IR OATHEINLZEETH Y, Bl (2009: 332)0iLfiic L 5 &, HE
X112 \°T, ATy METH L (@R O HBUIARY]), 72720, NROEHRIZ
& 5L, 20124F 1 AHAE, BHRATIIE 1475 80 ANRREDE A, Fhs B A IR IRy 54
IZIZ19F 100 AV ENES LTWD W) 2 & Th b, BIEHAORBEITEAERH
Sftbh, BRIZ 1RO L WZ 5, BEIEEOBHATROKE T3 HHMIZ mBalhag
HEPHCONT WA, T72, BIEEDGMIBE L 2B RIS WY 8 vy 2k
75, mBalhaghi SihE O E 200 \F5E BED > THELEZ R WES I,
mBalhag/i S OMAEICH L Tid, 5 F v BHTERNA MO K AOHM% 31T,
ZONOBBTER BN LA A OB B A B 2 HIE L L CGRELRITo 72, &
B FZERA 2 RN 2 L3 v BIEETER OPAN T)H O —FKIL A% B 1
BT, BUEERBEICREEL TS Lidvw i, RENTHEDNS SE7EIZTXC mBalhagli
STH Do MATIIEICHEFEE H T mBalhagh 5 OrfimiEAZ M &HY) , skl 72,
Yzl mBalhag S IEHBEM CHRESNL EDF Ny MEE O RLDL I ETHMSLN T
% Lik~R7z75, mBalhag/i § DilEkiE, EFOLOERE, BELIINETIIAS
NIz ED e L2 o CERBF IR BN TEPN BRI BATHIZEIIAATE L 2\,
mBalhag i EFEH OSBRI S L TAIUL, AL LWL 2R ) 2580
LI ENTELEV) ZLTHD, mBalhagh s D HEATEIIRHCHILZ T DI, 5k
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RO E DFREVD S TH D, BUEOEELEDOH 2 TIE, EIERO mBathangi 5137
LTy NEEBASEIRET 5. —HERNORMIISMT S FE 1L Sems-kyi-nyila
HEWNF 7212 sDerong-nJoF SHEICET 50 L L %25, BHEHIZER/ZFXy b

EHEOSBEICHT 2 RATIIRO ERA RS 2 51F, Tho 3FLRMWICIT LD
WIFEMEAYE <, mBalhag igW 2 DO WTF NPTV & FF Ny M SiEED)
FZEOWTRT I N TENE, D EDEHOMEDITS L DA 5 2 & 05F
WTE %,

913 Suzuki (20112 5\ T mBalhag/; & % sDerong-nJolf S FEIZfLEDF 720 &K
L Z DRI DO W T BRI R SFEOMICEOSVTRIET A 2 £ 2 BEE T2, &
M BWTH S 22 7% 5 X 912, mBalhagh 5 3£ (2010c) TH - 72 Lamdo /i & &
FUL—fD [RETE] oA ELTBY, [MIL Tz LRz bnb0ixt
LT, FIZ sDerong-nJolf S sDerong T2 5 S DY & Sems-kyi-nyilas 5 O 45
EHRMLCODL I ENHESIICR D, 7277 LIBBWE S5 5 R, mBalhaglisid
COMEDOHAHBIZHREIN TV S 720, ZOSHEREAREIHFELZLIOTE LW
HECTE %, b, TOHLIRTIELHN 2 BERIIAR TIERERL 2V,

1.3 KO

KEcix, 9 mBalhagﬁ:, OEFGH (FFEOWEL BIgT /D ik
BHRERSITTIEIAV) 2@ L TERROEEGE RS (26). KIZ, Hoh
TR L L OFIGEARIZOWT, BEE - $30H (1981)X°7H (1986) 7 &%  DIEAT
Wiz b, FESHEICKECEDLIHEHLMIL TV Bf). 2Ok, 20
HIBEItRE B D A1 5 F Xy MEEREHEOEHI L3t A Z & % LT mBalhagh &
D EREEFERT S (4,

%8B, KRTHWLIERLTIE, EEEFTH (PA) THEINL LDODIEA, H
ECHEMAMICHER SN2 SIS (REEE 20102) &0 THWS, $72, FRITL
FOED LN TR WFIZOWTIE, BES U TH 2 EE T2 ERT %,

57



E RS EgE 378 15

2 mBalhagh & O & 7 54T

21 HHAROERM

3§ mBalhagli SO ERAREEKIZOWT, BOHTE, BEF T SEELZOHC
T %o
BAEE
ATEDFHTDFRO LN, TNENFERLNZ DD 5o
T Rt TR T ERATE

B
S & U R IE B OR IATEHET B b O 5o ISLEET) b 7 5
N,

58



SR ATy b EEEREAIRES [mBalhag] S O S R
F&
FEEBROBEER L L TCOABHNL DL ZOL—HIIUTOL) TH 5,

MmE o X EhE O BO®E W®OE AN
H A
BgEE  EmEAEAR | P th {" " Kh
AR | p t c k ?
H b d q j g
HRE  EEAR ts" tc"
7 I ts te
HE dz dz
RS mEAR g sh eh x"
I3 AR I S s ¢ c X h
A Ez z z v fi
BE AN m n n 3
= m n i i
e A I r
i |
FEE AN w j
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2.2 B HIE

mBalhag)i § OBAHIE L, Yy FOBMKIC X A5 cEH SN, BHFH, LA,
TR, LATRERO 4GP0 5, FHINZORINLEy Foms @) <
7 <, R B D LCIETRZR EoR G Th b, FiEERMA T2 %0
HHIL EOEORE, £1, F2FHE TTRANNLREROMEZIEE L, 4 3 FH
DX [P BEOBm S THNS,, 2% ), HETHE TSI ORRAZ H2 7
HTENIY =R FE o TV D, B, 1EHEO LA TRRIE, ZoXHme iR
0, R (P RE) THhOBVERNE s TEHENLZENE V., ZOH
TRAVETHEMT, [] &RELTDITFHEH %,

F7z, BEEREICOWCRERITORET CIE, 6 1 EEHICHERARE L CHEE 2R
BRBEIPNLBIDBHEET b BEBDPELNLEE, FOEEZTRbLLE 2 FHLIED
FRPMEFRCTER SN D, F7z, 6 2 THILIEICHE A BN 5 FIERRD Sy,
LAL7%AS, MBOFEBRIIBEMOEFIB VTR SN, »OHHER
ThY), ENTOBNRL THHBEINL 20, —HEL LRV,

DF, sRoBHNORMEL SR TERLIAZHITE, SITEHZERT 5,
WMEFEOMEIZ L o TEAEWLRMEICHETOERPEETNLD, FHINTIE R,
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F 7B B BB AR IR,
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t5 [#E] (gyang iz pu [F47 ] (skyid po
“idze? 8] (brgyad “fidza 1100 (brgya)

DEoBInd L, [Hes] i3tde? D& ICHERBES TREENLI L LD D,
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“le: T#5] (las) Nja? [ ] (yag

[Lw] OBIE, I legsl WSS 2T REME D H 5o

3.1.8 HIEF | It TE
mBalhag/i & Tld, X sl # R EESCEF N F /23N 5T 5, 20k &,
BREDHATT DI ENS WV, 7221, UTDX)THb,

lil D N

jeyer TH (R1K) ] (zla dkay Bl pa [k (klad pg

o [ v 3w Y7 ] (glaba) g g [ ] (gling by
iy [ | (glo) lamo [9~] (blama

F7z, M5 [ (ung) @ X 5 WZNITHIGT B 8D S5 BD, BlIskE vz b,
3L SHZ DWW TIRR TR B o

3.1.9 JEX Ih, sl &Hn TR

mBalhag5i 5 Tl&, HEARMICTE IZFBEIEE/GHHINT 5, 72L& 21F, UToXLH T
H5o

73



E v RIEF R fE e 375 15
‘ca [#] (Iha) cal[#f@tr] (sla)
ca [#t] (Iham) ‘jer ca [ H.7: | (las slg
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4 FEHEDS WS mBalhagli g O & R

RIETCH S 512 L7z mBalhaghi g LB L E ORIGERIZBWTRWEEN L F Ry
FEREF LEHTREFHO 1012, 120 OERICERO SIS FEL, 1
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129 %, BETHALZLH1Z, mBalhagh s 050 s 55 X5 LB TS
CHEN TV L7280, TNENOHEHIIET 2 HEOERPLEL SND,

9, AEOWRICBIAHELE LT, RETHR) AFIIOWT, FEHEICEN
FNEBEIRD LI ICED S, 72721, mBalhaghi S I2IdEE %5 2 %\,
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2.bye ma [ ] 6. khrag [ 1fl | 10.ja [7&]
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mPhagri  C11| s s t tgh t th t t tgh te 4 s hg
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Phuri A4 ¢ ¢ te tgh ¢ tgh te t t;;h te Sh s hs
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Yangthang/C Al | ¢ ¢ te tgh [+ d c t tgh s Bl s -
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Qdzong A2 | ¢ Mo e " Moo e ¢ oMoy S D
mBacug A2 | ¢ ¢ - gh R L t LSh ts Sk s Ns
Zhollam A3 ¢ st tch - K k tit tgh ts Bl s hg
Melung A3 ¢ ¢ - tgh - tgh k t tg.h ts 4 s hs
mThachu A3 | ¢ ¢ t th - Wk ¢ " o H s s
Daan A3 | ¢ - - & ¢ W ok tos" s & s
gragwa B9 | t¢ te te th ¢t ¢ ¢t & e s s
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nol B7 | ¢ ¢ ot " 5" s o ot o s -
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16. brgyad [ 8 20.’brug [t 24.bcu [10]
17.skyid [$E¢7: ] 21.skra [%2] 25.gser [ 4]
No. 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
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28.lus 14 ] 32.zlabal A ] 36.yul [
29.glang 2] 33.sla [ fijH.7 37.yige [ 3]
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