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Present State of the Traditional Communal House, “Nha Rong”,
of Ethnic Minorities in the Central Highlands of Vietnam:
A Case Study in Kon Tum and Gia Lai Province

Eisuke Yanagisawa
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This paper focuses on the traditional communal house built on stilts,
called the “nha rong”, of ethnic minorities living in the Central Highlands of
Vietnam. The “nha rong” is designed on the basis of the traditional architec-
tural style of each ethnic minority living in the Central Highlands. Although
the “nha rong” has long played a key part in the social life of each ethnic
minority, in some places recently, their roles, styles of architecture and inau-
guration ceremonies have changed with changes in various social backgrounds
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such as the depletion of forest resources, the diffusion of Christianity and
changes in villagers’ lifestyles after the market-oriented economic reforms. In
this paper, I will examine the current condition of the “nha rong” in Kon Tum
and Gia Lai Provinces based on ethnographic data and documents obtained in

my field studies.
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