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Ideology and Practice in a Kinship System: The Matrilineal Kinship System
among the Orang Asli, Malaysia

Toshihiro Nobuta
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Although there are various types of kinship system in Southeast Asia,
the cognatic kinship system has been considered predominant. The cognatic
kinship system does not have a firm organizational principle, unlike the patri-
lineal or matrilineal. Various arguments have been put forward about the
cognatic kinship system. As a result of these, concepts such as “multihouse-
hold compound”, “family circle” and “kindred” have been devised as keys to
clucidating the organizational principle of the cognatic kinship system.

On the other hand, there are some unique kinship systems in Southeast
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Asia. For example, there is a society that has shifted from the patrilineal to
the matrilineal kinship system, and also a society where the patrilineal kin-
ship system coexists with the matrilineal. In addition, some examples where
a unilineal-like characteristic is seen in a cognatic society have been reported.
In this article, I will pay attention to these irregular examples and consider
why the kinship systems have been transformed. To be concrete, I will clar-
ify the background and the process of transformation of a kinship system and

its mechanism, based on a case study of the Malaysian indigenous people, the

Orang Asli.
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