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A Redefinition of the Significance of the Minpaku “Special Lectures and
Performances”: A Case Study of “HOPI Social Dance and Flute Music”
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Ethnological Museum hosts various special events using research results
for the purpose of public relations. In the Japan National Museum of Ethnol-
ogy (Minpaku), “Special Lectures and Performances” is one. The aim of this
event has been defined by Minpaku as deepening understanding of ethnol-
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ogy and cultural anthropology through performances of music or other pub-
lic events of the world’s peoples. I was in charge of planning, general affairs,
and negotiations for the 80th “Special Lectures and Performances” titled “HOPI
social dance and flute music” (March 20, 2012). In this paper, I document
proceedings from the standpoint of experience, interspersed with ethnographic
knowledge of how the tselew (seasonal dances) of the Hopi of the south-
western United States are organized. I tell the story as a dialogue exchanged
between the people conducting research (museum of ethnology) and the peo-
ple researched (invited performers). On that basis, I will try to redefine the
significance of the “Special Lectures and Performances” from the perspective
of the idea of “Museum as Forum”.
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