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In this paper I will discuss the integration of the cultural and historical
representations of the hunter-gather societies of Northeast Asia. More con-
cretely, I will analyze the ethnography, a museum exhibition, and historical
documents concerning the Nanai-Heje people of the Khabarovsk region of
Russia and Heilongjiang Province of China, to correlate the contents of the
ethnography written by anthropologists and ethnologists with regional history
and to establish a new historical-cultural representation of this people.

In many kinds of ethnography, the Nanai-Heje people have been
described as poor and uncivilized hunter-gatherers in the North, as if they
had maintained a subsistence system, material culture, life style, social orga-
nization, and belief system unchanged since the Stone Age or Bronze Age.
However, historical documents of the seventeenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth
centuries tell us that their genealogical and cultural ancestors played a deci-
sive role in the establishment of the control of the Qing dynasty (the last Chi-
nese dynasty established by the Manchurian people) over Northeast Asia and
that some of them were appointed chiefs, officers, and even generals of the
Manchurian army, and administrative officials of the dynasty. These facts
mean that they were civilized people and key players in history, and that they
often experienced drastic culture change in accordance with changes in politi-
cal and economic conditions.

Analysis of the historical documents also reveals that their poverty and
social status as seen at the end of the nineteenth and beginning of the twen-
tieth century were results of the policies of modernized countries, which
deprived them of their rights to natural resources and commercial activities, in
order to monopolize these for the enrichment of the countries and their gov-
erning classes. Anthropologists and ethnologists observed and described them

322



feaR  AERT V7 RERBOER - RS

only in this situation. One should not simply believe their ethnography as a
general representation of their culture without any suspicions.

In this paper I will analyze historical documents on the Geiker hala, one
of the clans of the Nanai-Heje people, and an exhibition at a museum in a
Heje village named Aoqi, located on the right bank of the Sungari River near
Jiamusu. This museum exhibits the history and culture of this clan, because
its members founded the village. Based on this analysis, I will discuss how
to integrate the cultural and historical representations of the hunter-gathers of
Northeast Asia, and how to establish a more appropriate exhibition of their
culture in ethnological and regional museums.
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