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The Outline of SARASHINA Genzo’s Notes Described Ainu Culture

Reiko Sarto

This article is an introduction of the “Kotan Tanpo-cho: Note on
a visit of Ainu colony/hamlet)” written by SARASHINA Genzo
between 1950-75. Presently these notes are in Teshikaga Municipal
Library which is Sarashina’s birthplace.

Mr. Sarashina (1904~85) was a representative poet or author, who
left many books about Ainu culture and history of Hokkaido. He
interviewed many Ainu elders on their traditional culture and legends
in order to record histories of municipality and traditional music in
various places of Hokkaido. However he is not highly known as an
ethnographer.

Comments on Sarashina’s works and notes are given at the
beginning of the article, followed by the contents of nineteen notes
and one diary.

Although the informants, places and dates of these descriptions
are known, the value of these notes is not well recognized. By looking
over these notes, a better opinion should be made on his work.

* by STt F BEEYAE ¥ =8 (Hokkaido Museum of Northern Peoples)

F—J—F BFRIFEK. 27 VEHE. T4 XRESE. TA XEHRER B THESXE
fE

Key Words SARASHINA Genzo, “Kotan Tanpo-cho: (Note on a visit of Ainu colony/
hamlet)”, Ethnography of Ainu, Ainu Traditional Music, Teshikaga
Municipal Library
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